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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Complete Works of Zacharias Tanee Fomum on Leadership (Volume 5) contains the following books:

      
        	Church Planting Strategies

        	In the Crucible for Service

        	Prerequisites for Spiritual Ministry

        	Laws of Spiritual Success

        	Making Spiritual Progress (Volume 3)

      

      This ecstatic and exciting volume opens with church planting strategies. These strategies for planting churches are many and varied. You cannot plant churches without seriously considering and deploying elements such as prayer, fasting, preaching, character, and service.

      It is not all the church planting strategies that you will apply in all situations. Every situation demands serious knowledge of the people involved, the setting, and the characteristics of the place. It also requires God’s specific instructions peculiar to the people or the place.

      Some people think that service is an easy thing. It may be simple, but it is not simplistic. Service is hard, hazardous but hope-bringing. That is why those who serve find themselves in a crucible in which they burn until they are brought out for their promotions.

      Are you ready to face your own fiery furnace? Are you ready to face your own lion’s den like Daniel? Are you ready to face a prison-like Joseph, son of Jacob? Are you ready to face your own cross like Jesus of Nazareth? If you fear fire, lions, prison, the cross, and such debilitating things, you fear leadership.

      The author emphasises that the leader must make personal spiritual progress so that he may walk the people through that progress. If you don’t make progress personally as a leader, your leadership may sag, stagnate and stall.
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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book: “Church Planting Strategies” is a series of teaching of Professor Zacharias Tanee Fomum addressed to missionary candidates during a session of the School of Knowing and Serving God, the missionary training arm of Christian Missionary Fellowship International in Yaoundé, Cameroon. The book explains who is qualified to plant churches and how to go about the work of church planting. The author highlights that a church planter who is a lover of the world has no message to preach because the love of the Father is not in Him. The man with a corrupt conscience will plant a church laden with people of corrupt consciences. The man who is desperate to know God will produce spiritual children who are desperate to know God. A leader who will plant churches must be one who is separated from the common. It is by ruthless paying of the price through prayer, fasting, giving to God and so on that one can penetrate and establish new domains in the enemy’s realm. He that will truly serve the Lord in soul winning and church planting needs to see, for where there is vision, there will be burden. Burden leads to action.

      We send out this book with prayer that the Lord of the harvest will raise large numbers of strategic and transformed church planters who will go all over the world in the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming the gospel and imposing the kingdom of God in every locality through the making of disciples and the planting of churches.
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            OBEYING THE WORD OF GOD

          

        

      

    

    
      INTRODUCTION

      I am going to do Bible exposition every morning before my message. This will be for an hour, on II Timothy. I am afraid that our missionaries may not be working on Bible truth, verse by verse and theme by theme. II Timothy is the letter of a senior apostle to a junior apostle, both involved in church-planting. The one who plants the church or who is overseer is the Defender of the Doctrine and has to ensure that that church, even after a hundred years, goes according to God’s Word. When it comes to discipline, he must ensure that Bible truths are applied.

      ON OBEYING THE WORD

      There is the Word heard which becomes the Word understood.  It is the revealed word (Rhema) or Word in the heart

      
        	believed,

        	grasped,

        	arrested

      

      by faith to the core, like the woman who caught the garment of the Lord Jesus. The Word that you will not let go, you are ready to die for it, to make sure it is handled into life, Jesus who died on the cross became Jesus for me. I am ready to follow with all of my heart, when it has become my personal possession. Even then it can end there. Faith means you will act upon it. It is the Word experienced The Word without faith is dead. If you do not act upon the Word, it will die.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      The Logos is the Word in the head while the Rhema is the Word in the heart. The Word lived becomes a habit you have to work hard to keep. There are convincing acts of the Holy Spirit that come upon you. When you act upon the Word, you have experienced it.

      The tragedy is that God’s children believe the Word, get on it and later on sink. When the Lord asked Peter to walk on the water, as soon as he cast his eyes on the waves instead of on the Lord, he began to sink. What I gaze at will soon possess me. What I cast my eyes on will soon possess me. What I keep my eyes on will soon possess me.

      Peter did not continue to on the Word he received. He went back to himself and sank. When the Word is lived, it becomes a habit which is difficult to depart from. That is why the apostle Paul talks of ‘our manner of life’, because after the Word is lived, it unconsciously becomes a habit. The purpose of God for the Word is that it be lived spontaneously. While coming from Bertoua, we met an accident scene. We had to stop and carry wounded people to the hospital. We had to respond according to what was in our hearts. However, there were Cameroonians who were passing by without stopping to help. It was their hearts. How horrible it is! Some believers have become heartless, having devil hearts! Conversion breaks the callousness of hardened hearts.

      The Word as style of life flows naturally. Our goal for the next few weeks is that the Word become the Word as a habit. Our goal for the coming weeks is that the Word heard becomes lived as a habit spontaneously.

      You know a clear truth that the Lord told you and you were supposed to obey, but have not obeyed. You know clear things where your heart is hardened against the Rhema of God. Spell out three of such which are obvious against the Holy Spirit. Take a fresh page:

      
        
        THREE THINGS IN WHICH I HAVE NOT OBEYED THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

      

      

      
        	____________________________________

        	____________________________________

        	____________________________________

      

      When you disobey, you cannot receive further revelation. You lose vision and cannot continue to participate in God’s battles. Obedience is qualification for further vision. Disobedience blocks spiritual eyes. When a man disobeys, he cannot make progress.

      In the way of discipleship, when a man moves out of the way of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus, he begins to turn round and round. When he commands demons, they do not obey, because they know whom they can obey. Also there is something lacking in the call of God in the person’s life. The grip of Him (the Lord) is lost. You can deceive man, but the conscience of the heart is there, and you cannot pretend.

      A million fasts and disobedience cannot bring promotion. Fasting and praying cannot change disobedience. It is seduction to think as such. God does not negotiate about obedience when He has spoken.

      CONFRONTING PRIDE

      
        	Look back at your past and ask, “Where do I have reason to be proud of my great grandfather, great grandmother, grandfather, grandmother, etc.? What was their character, accomplishments, inheritance? Add your uncles, aunts, cousins, nephews, nieces, brothers, sisters and your children to the list.

        	Look at your looks.  Are you a wonder?  Stand naked in front of a mirror and look at yourself.

        	Look at your academic record, from primary school until where you now are. Were you always first? Were you always a regional champion?

        	Look at the holiness of your heart as the Holy Spirit knows it to be and ask, “Is it the perfection of holiness and purity?

        	Look at the accomplishments of your ministry.  Where are the marks of the extraordinary? Where are the marks of God’s approbation? Where are you above where you could be according to your spiritual age and the opportunities given to you? Where are you according to your spiritual gifts? Put your spiritual monuments side by side with your spiritual gifts and opportunities.

        	As you look at these points, where is there reason to be proud?  Is it not an inferiority complex?  A church-planter must know himself, because, if not, he has failed. THE DEVIL HAS GROUNDS TO DESTROY HIM BECAUSE OF HIS PRIDE.

        	“Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you:  ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.  You were anointed as a guardian cherub for so I ordained you.  You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.  You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you.  Through your widespread trade, you were filled with violence and you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.  Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendour. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. By your many sins and dishonest trade, you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all those who were watching. All the nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no more. ‘“(Ezekiel 28:12-19). So it was what he was that made him to be proud. To commit this sin when you ought to be crying shame, because you have no reason, is tragic. Oh! that we may go with our heads bowed, because really, there is nothing to be proud of. I want you to write down your accomplishments, because when you have not written them, you may be disillusioned.

        	Think about the most negative comment that has ever been made about you.  Is it worse than your darkest self? Does God not know something about you that is worse than what was said?  Why don’t you rise up and say, “Brethren, I am worse than what they say I am.”

        	Pray that we will be so honest with people that no one will have the courage to come and talk to us about the evil they have talked about them.  The justifier of self is an abomination before God.

        	Why don’t you rise up and say, “The worst comment is still generous compared to the reality of what I really am.”
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            WHO IS AN APOSTLE?

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ…” (II Timothy 1:1- ).

      

      

      There are three types of apostles in the Bible:

      1. The Apostle of the Father

      The Lord Jesus, the Lamb, is alone in this class.

      2. The Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ

      
        
        “He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach.” (Mark 3:14).

      

      

      They were twelve of them initially but Judas fell off, because of financial matters. Coming to financial matters, you should be very careful because an apostle can perish because of money. Brother Jean Prins once told me that opportunity creates theft. So, financial matters should be considered very carefully. It was just before Pentecost that the apostles had to appoint someone to replace Judas.

      
        
        “The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” (Revelation 21:14).

      

      

      This means that Matthias, whom the apostles chose, was accepted. One thing, that is encouraging, is the authority that the Lord Jesus left with the church. Even the choice of an apostle of the Lamb! How fearful it is to see how God acts.

      
        
        “Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.” (Acts 1:26).

      

      

      Lacking the resident Holy Spirit, God, in love, allowed then to cast lots and still make a good choice; but today, we have the Holy Spirit. So, we should not go to cast lots. Because we have the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, we have this testimony. We should also know that God closes His eyes on the faults of young believers. Let the Holy Spirit umpire your life, for He is the Referee. The apostles of Jesus placed Judas the last. Looking at the first - Peter he was always N° 1. Nowhere in the Scriptures do they put a spiritually junior person before a spiritually mature person. They never put John before Peter.

      3. The Apostles of the Holy Spirit

      They are James, the brother of the Lord Jesus, Barnabas and Paul.

      
        
        “The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles (Paul and Barnabas).” (Acts 14:4).

      

      

      While ‘Barnabas and Paul were in the church in Antioch, they were not yet apostles. When the Holy Spirit sent them out, they became apostles.

      
        
        “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother.” (Colossians 1:1).

      

      

      He did not say, “Paul and Timothy, apostles of Jesus Christ!”

      
        
        “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Saviour and of Christ Jesus our hope. To Timothy my true son in the faith.”(I Timothy 1:1-2).

      

      

      
        
        “Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes.” (I Corinthians 1:1).

      

      

      Another of the apostles of the Holy Spirit was Silas.

      
        
        “We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. As Apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you.” (I Thessalonians 2:6).

      

      

      People overuse the word nowadays; especially in Nigeria where everybody is an apostle.

      WHO IS AN APOSTLE?

      An apostle is a ministry gift.

      
        
        “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers” (Ephesians 4:11).

      

      

      An apostle is not a human title. We see, in the Scriptures, that an apostle will be an apostle till the Lord Jesus comes.

      To be apostle is not a matter of consecration. An apostle is a gift received from the Lord, just as He has given the gifts of

      
        	prophets,

        	pastors,

        	evangelists,

        	teachers,

        	etc.

      

      As we send missionaries, if the people we send have missionary gifts, they will overcome cultural barriers and establish churches by winning people to the Lord. You may be very consecrated, but when you get to the mission field, the culture wraps you; you do not understand the people and you want to carry the culture of your village to the field. No, you will not make it.

      The gift of an apostle is the special ability or capacity, given by God to someone (a member of the Body of Christ), which enables him to exercise spiritual leadership over the churches with extraordinary authority. This authority is specially recognised and appreciated by those churches. The apostle is the one that God has given specially to pastor and to counsel these churches. He is their trouble-shooter and problem-solver. Wherever Paul went, he left either a revolution or problems.

      The one who only solves problems cannot be an apostle. An apostle is not a peace-maker. He has the overall picture on focus. A lot of it has to do with pioneer work.

      Because gifts are settled before the foundations of the world, the apostle has  an apostolic personality and an apostolic nature.

      Barnabas was left out because his nature was good and he was a peace-maker.

      WHAT COMES FIRST?

      A prophet is the personality and not just the one who says, “Thus says the Lord.” The apostle is born for storms and encourages those who will work after. In him, is the capacity to provide leadership with extraordinary authority. One could have the gifts of apostle and prophet or apostle and teacher.

      A gift can be manifested out of proportion and another can be limited. The apostle has authority over the churches. It is not something democratic to say, “Let us vote for apostles.”

      Many people have collapsed after a forty day fast because pride entered into them, and they were destroyed. No one should fast beyond his knowledge of God. Fasting is not just going without food. It is maintaining spiritual grounds. It is not a test of endurance. It is spiritual conflict.

      May we walk with care! Let us not encourage people to fast and to give beyond their spiritual level. They will have deep problems after that.
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            WHO AM I?

          

        

      

    

    
      If I were to become the president elect of this nation today, I would first ask, “Who am I?” The tragedy in the Christian life is that many have not sought to know who they are. Whether it is the president of a nation, an apostle, a prophet, a leader in a large city or a leader in a group of churches, the question to ask oneself is: Who am I? Self-knowledge in truth cannot be negotiated. Self-knowledge is indispensable in the Christian’s walk with God. This is where Brother PF failed. He certainly did not ask, “Who am I?” This question must be asked by every believing Christian.

      
        	Dishonesty,

        	False dreams,

        	False plans,

        	Self-deceit and

        	Falsehood

      

      should not imprison anyone and destroy him.  You cannot but work from a proper and true knowledge of yourself, ANSWERING THE QUESTION: WHO AM I?

      1.   LOOKING INTO THE PAST.

      The first thing is a candid look into your past. You must examine your genealogy. You must look critically into your ancestry. Begin from your brothers, sisters, uncles, cousins, relatives, parents and get on to your grandparents, great grandparents and so on.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Face what you are from what your parents, grandparents, great grandparents were. The Bible says that Levi was already in Abraham’s loins four generations back.

      
        
        “One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he .was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.”(Hebrews 7:9, 10).

      

      

      When your great grandparents were doing things, you already were in their loins. You cannot run away from this. Look at your past from the point of character and great deeds. Look at the lives of your great grandparents. Try to answer the following questions:

      
        	Were they men of character or they were corrupt?

        	Were they men of renown or they were unpopular among their kinsfolk?

        	Was there nobility in them or they were permanently soaked in common hood?

        	Were they leaders or they were led?

        	Were they egoistic or generous?

        	Were they responsible or irresponsible?

        	Did they know the fear of God or they were swearers and cursers?

        	Were they true to whatever light they had or they were false?

        	Were they divorcees or not?

        	Were they friendly or not?

        	Were they introverts or extroverts.

        	Were they selfish or generous?

        	Were they open or closed to other people?

        	Did they have a sense of direction or they kept on turning round and round in circles?

        	Were they respected or despised?

        	Were they men of integrity or they were unfaithful?

        	Were they trustworthy or distrustful?

        	Were they hard-working or lazy?

        	Were they men of action or they were men of words?

        	Were they bosses or servants?

      

      What is in your past? May you be honest to face it. We all come from the past. We did not fall from the Milky Way. We all carry something of our ancestors with us. The Bible says that Levi was in Abraham’s loins when he offered the sacrifice to Melchizedek. The writer to the Hebrews was, by this, saying that Levi offered the sacrifice.

      Some people think that the Bible wastes words when it gives the detailed genealogies. The Bible does not waste words.

      
        
        “There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.” (1 Samuel 1:1).

      

      

      It is a dangerous thing when people begin to mix the names of others. How can you mix a Philistine, an Amalekite and a Hebrew? When you do not want to face facts, you do not want to know yourself. Look at Zeruiah. Her sons were all top generals in the Israelite army. Even Asahel who died was the seventh in the list of top warriors in Israel. There was Joab, the commander of the army. Then there was Abishai and there was Asahel. Amasah was a cousin in the same family. Zeruiah and Amasah’s mother, Abigail, were all sisters to David. Their sons were great men.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      The son of Shimea, David’s brother, is the one who killed Goliath’s brother.

      
        
        “There was a Benjaminite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. He had a son named Saul.”(I Samuel 9: 1-2a).

      

      

      One’s genealogy is crucial to the knowledge of himself, and determinant of who he is and what he does. What one is today is what he was four generations back, in the loins of his ancestors.

      SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

      
        	Do you come from a family of people who fear God?

        	Were your father, grandfather, grandmother, great grandfather, great grandmother, etc. true to the end?

        	Were your father mother, grandfather, grandmother, great grandfather, great grandmother, etc.,  true to God?

        	Or did they fall by the roadside?

        	Were they people of character or they were cheats?

        	Was one of them a swindler?

        	Were they men of honour?

        	Did they kill lions or they killed giant rats?

        	Did they keep their word?

        	Did they use to make a promise and the next day, they would be gone?

      

      If you do not know your parents or grandparents very well, look at the lives of your brothers and sisters. You are just one of your brothers and sisters. You are just what they are. Their past is the same as yours. It is just recessive. If your sister is the type that passes somewhere and things disappear, you may just be like her.

      
        	Is your family a family of people who see?

        	Was there sacrifice?

        	Was there bleeding sacrifice?

        	Was there a commitment to greatness?

        	Did they look instead for something easy?

        	Were they people of long range vision?

        	Could it be that they could not see’ beyond their noses?

        	Were they men of valour?

        	Could they be counted upon?

        	Were they servants or they were bosses?

      

      If your sister is 100% a thief, you may be 1% a thief.  You need to look into these things.  I would suggest that you take all the questions asked above and elaborately lay them out. Answer every one of them as much as you can. Examine your life as such. Pray according to what you come to know during this examination. You could even fast as the Lord leads you.

      ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

      So what I inherit from my ancestors are my assets and liabilities. A man should know his assets and liabilities. Abraham lied that his wife was his sister. His son, Isaac was later to commit the same sin, when he lied that his wife was his sister! And this is the only sin that Isaac committed, apart from asking for meat from Esau before giving him his blessings. The blessings of a blessed man go up to a thousand generations, but the curses of a cursed man go only up to four generations. Examine your assets and liabilities and spell them out. First ask yourself, “Who and what is my mother in totality?” Take each of your

      
        	brothers,

        	sisters,

        	cousins

        	uncles,

        	etc.

      

      and examine them.

      An added element to examine is your spiritual father. The person who led you to the Lord determined your spiritual future. He has something that he added. If he has fallen off, then something is wrong. Was he a man of sacrifice? Was he boiling for God or he was a spiritual chicken? That is a part of your spiritual gene. Watchman Nee says what matters is the type of worker sent out and the type of converts produced. Who led you to the Lord? Did he rise to the possibility of what God had for him, or he was turning round and round, and today, you are faster than him? Did he put limits to your speed? The man whose message led you into the encounter with Jesus left something in you. You are not the convert of the man who led you to the centre, but that of the preacher! A consecrated man will produce consecrated children. A man divided at heart will produce children that are divided at heart. They may look consecrated, but with time, they will crumble.

      Spiritual people have people raised to the heights of God. When mediocres are at the top, they pull people down.  In time, the children of a man who is consecrated will be consecrated. In time, the children of a man who is unconsecrated will be unconsecrated. A man who comes to crossroads and is dancing, will see his children dance the same, even if it is at different crossroads. The parents have put into him the capacity to wobble.

      The man who

      
        	loves sin,

        	loves the world,

        	loves the things of the world,

        	always leaves the prayer meeting to sleep,

        	Etc,

      

      will see his children do the same.

      In the same way, the man who

      
        	gives sacrificially,

        	wakes up early to wrestle in prayer,

        	participates actively in the prayer meeting till the end,

      

      will see his children do same. In fact, before you choose a wife, if you know yourself, you need to determine the type of children you will produce, will a man who mixes steel with mud be congratulated? My friend, Roger Heims, said, “I know daughters take after their fathers. I chose my wife because of the consecration of her father.” A person who aspires to marriage must consider a number of things. The following is a mixture of dirty and clean offspring (children). When you choose dissimilar elements, it is all dirty:

      
        	A hard-working man and a lazy woman;

        	A spiritual woman and a carnal man;

        	Etc.

      

      Allow the children until they are twenty-five to thirty years old, and then you will see the true persons. Childhood is still formation. At adulthood, the mango is now fully a mango. You see the fruits and know them. Before that, only specialists could say whether it was not a pear tree. That allows slow developers to come out (that age examination) in maturity.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Different types of spring

      

      When one becomes born again, it is wonderful, but his character deformations abide.  These are

      
        	lazy,

        	idle,

        	dishonest,

        	wicked,

        	unfaithful,

        	disobedient,

        	etc.,

      

      believers. For some believers, there is no difference between 900 FCFA and 1 000 FCFA! They see God across a fog. And it goes to their children. One ought to ask, “What, first of all was the type of conversion? Some people are radically converted while some others drag on. The impact depends on the quality and quantity. Today, I just wanted us to know about our past in both the spiritual and the physical birth. Amen.
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            CHARACTER AND FINANCES

          

        

      

    

    
      Spiritual positions are not automatically retained.  The world seems to understand it better. Someone told me a true story about a certain Director General of a bank in Douala. He brought a sorcerer to the bank premises, three floors tall. The sorcerer asked him to strip himself naked and begin to run up and down the flight of stairs, crying, “I want to remain the Director General of this bank. I want to remain the Director General of this bank...” The night watchman witnessed it. The world knows that spiritual leadership is not automatically retained. If you do not walk with God, you will be dropped and replaced by another person. Missionaries on the field may be called back home. It is what we call might and character. Many are likely to be eliminated on the basis of their character and not might. Judas Iscariot was not eliminated by might. He had his own share of the miracles, but he was eliminated by character.

      When the devil sees anybody who is doing great things, he asks, “What can I do to get this man out of the ministry? How can I get this man to fall? Let me give him pride for him to fall.” The proud of heart cannot go for too long. God gave them success and they thought that they did it, and God cast them out. The story is told, of a woodpecker that once landed on a tree and pecked it thrice. Then he flew to a nearby tree. Suddenly, lightning descended and consumed the tree he had pecked. He was filled with pride because he thought it was his three small pecks that had caused the lightning. The lightning of God struck the tree and the woodpecker thought he did it. The next time, God may just strike him. Are your accomplishments getting into your head?

      Also there is stealing. There are many people to whom 100 FCFA and 10,000 FCFA are the same. You give them 1,000 FCFA, they buy something for 950 FCFA and bring you no change. The character of such a person is being corroded. Is your character rusting? May be you go out and someone gives you 11,000 FCFA to spend for God. You spend 10,500 FCFA and keep 500 FCFA, and then approximate the sum you got. It is always an approximation to your advantage. But if you spent 11,050 FCFA, you would claim 50 FCFA from the person. You have a rusty character. That is why those who are not accountable are on their way out already. You might have been stealing for ten years, but one day is enough to expose you. Character is the foundation of Christian ministry. We repeat, character is the foundation of Christian ministry. If there are failures in character, it is tragic. One mark of a rusty character is self-justification. The one who justifies himself has had his character corroded for many years. If he had repented, he would have been free, but he covered it and it corroded him until he was ruined. Keep on justifying. You will be thrown out someday, because justification is deep dishonesty. Instead of just saying, “I am wrong,” you just blame it on another. And you come out unspotted! Character is the foundation of Christian ministry. The spirit of Judas Iscariot is already on the one to whom you give money to spend and he does not give account.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Eleven years ago, we collected some money for the purchase of a screen in the department of chemistry. This screen was never bought. Different lecturers gave a thousand francs each. The head of department asked me for 11 000 FCFA to repair a photocopying machine. He took the money slowly until it remained 500 FCFA Some years later, another collection was announced. Dr Nganji complained that he would not give any money for which accounts were not given. I took him into my office and showed him the accounts. He feared me on that day. He saw what Christianity can be. From 1976, I can give you the details of what we have spent or given out. Leadership that has no clear accounts is corrupt leadership. It will be caught. Sooner or later, the devil will get such leaders out. If you were born not to give account, you are on your way out. If you wobble, you are on your way out.

      Diseases of character are worse than organic diseases. You can build a great ministry on a weak ground. The whole edifice will collapse one day. It is built on sand because it is not built on firm ground. One day, it must go down. God cannot put up massive constructions on sandy character. We repeat, God cannot put up massive constructions on sandy character. You will be removed either quietly or violently. You may be removed like Joseph wanted to send away Mary quietly. Some people say, “I want this spiritual gift. I want that other gift. Let people be saved one kilometre all round me.” But can they speak the truth? Can they just say, “I have sinned”,  and not justify themselves? Do they say, “We have sinned,” instead of “I have sinned”? The character you built determined the future. The character you are building is determinant for the future. I AM WHAT MY CHARACTER IS.

      We cannot walk in disorder. Put order into your whole being. Everything must be well planned and executed. If you touch God’s money and there is no clarity of accountability, you are in the worst soup. How can you make goals to give? How can you wrestle to give? How will you know what you are giving if there is no clarity of accountability? Surrendering the financial responsibility to your wife means that you have given her the leadership. I handle our income. There are times that I have wrestled through the night that our share be enough, knowing that, in every case, God will have 91.5%. Just follow your wife in everything if you follow her financially. Leadership means that people have placed their lives into your hands. These brethren from India turned down their jobs, because they know I will handle everything.

      I have Brother PF’s finances for two years and they are in deep trouble. His additions were just 2/3 of his total revenue. One big question remains: what did PF do with money in the last eight years after his house was built? When there are problems in the financial domain, there is disorder in every other domain. Lacking clarity of purpose in financial matters is directional. It is disastrous. My son, Paul, earns a small salary at Christian Publishing House. I have put him under the discipline of accounting for its use:

      
        	24.5% ------> Giving to God.

        	6,000frs ----> Contribution to the house.

        	Pays for his clothes.

        	Has his pocket money.

        	Contributed 50 000 FCFA for his younger sister, Elizabeth’s fees.

        	Gave 25 000 FCFA to his sister, Ruth, when she was going out as missionary to Great Britain.

        	His savings are slightly more than a million francs now.

      

      We must put people under discipline. Those we lead must be put under discipline. Our children must be put under discipline. It is the responsibility of the leader to put all those who are under him under discipline.

      Only those missionaries who give past accounts will receive money. We cannot send people to sow confusion on the mission field. A man can be sent to spray either order or disorder in a nation. It is a must that we put on the character of Christ. The Bible is a mathematics book. It does not say that people were fed or that five thousand people were fed, so that there be a hazy number. It says five thousand men besides women and children. Peter’s catch was a hundred and fifty-three fish. The dimensions of the Celestial City are given. This is mathematics! This is accountability! This is to tell you that God is a mathematician!

      I was told of a doctoral student who offered his lecturer a Bible. The man read it bit by bit and before long, broke down and gave his life to Christ. He said, “The Bible is the most accurate mathematical book I have ever “seen.” Leadership is a call to provide a model. During a conference at Colorado Springs, I showed the brethren my accounts and records. Some people broke down and began to cry. The apostle Paul said, “Be ye imitators of me.” He also sent Timothy to go and teach the people his way of life. It was crystal clear. He said, “This is what I did day and night when I was with you.” He was calling them to do what they saw him do while he was with them. The world belongs to the disciplined. The world is ruled by the disciplined. Tomorrow belongs to those with a big focus.

      We have talked about character as far as background is concerned. What have you found? In times of crisis, you are not the better to take decisions. The best thing is to listen. If, in your life, you have not yet established that this person’s words are final for you, then you are fit for disaster. You should have one such person, who, in your moments of folly, speaks, and his word is final.

      What did you receive as strength from your ancestor? What did you receive as weaknesses? You should know it, especially the weaknesses, in order to work on them.

      SPIRITUAL HERITAGE AT CONVERSION

      When someone preaches to you for salvation, what he is, is important. In the Old Covenant, it is possible to keep this aside, but in the New Covenant, you must conform. Look at Samson in the Old Covenant. His sin did not affect his power. He violated the laws of a Nazirite, but did not lose his power. In the New Covenant, however, when the person and the power do not hold together, God brings judgment upon the person. This was the case of Ananias and Sapphira. God wants the two together.

      When the gospel is preached by someone who loves the Lord, it goes out with his personality and grips the people making them into people who love God. The gospel preached by a man of radical consecration, produces consecrated converts. The man of prayer produces people who pray. The man of fasting produces people who fast. The message of a fasting man is different from that of the praying man, but always, the man and the message are one. The man of sacrificial giving has an opening that a greedy person will not have. The one who preaches the gospel to you imparts something to you via

      
        	his consecration,

        	his commitment,

        	his zeal,

        	etc.

      

      If someone with a divided heart preaches, it is a problem, because it does more harm than good. It were better he did not preach at all. You ought to be true and tell people with a divided heart that they should not preach. You have to tell them the truth.

      It is a fearful thing what a lover of the world will preach, because he has no love of the Father. ‘Tell people the truth. The gospel is to be preached only by people whose all is on the altar. Your spiritual content depends on who preached to you, and you believed. Who led you to the Lord? This is part of spiritual inheritance.

      Let us not give spiritual responsibility to a man who is not consecrated. If the love of the Father is not in you, then you have the love of the enemy. Time cannot change the heart. It is only by taking the idol and smashing it that you can go free. There is no substitute for this.

      Without radical consecration, it could be as if you have a massive harvest, but time will reveal the truth. Can God trust you to lead children to Him? A preacher gives himself and his whole heart to the people through his message. The one who allows carnal people around him has settled things. There should be consistent asking of what is happening in his life with God. If not, you should be destroyed. To allow a disloyal person around you is to cause disaster for yourself.

      A man who practises sin for many years cannot be restored to spiritual office. He could be allowed in the church. To keep wrong people to destroy the ministry, in the name of mercy, you will be in for it. There comes a time when God gives a Word and people are at crossroads. What you choose is final. Even at the human level, there is time when it becomes too late for someone who has been going in and out of the Lord.

      With God, you are dealing with the heart; so that, there are certain things which when broken, cannot be put back. So learn to fear God and to walk with Him in humility. If he allows us to enter into His intimacy, let us protect it and not take it for granted. The same applies at the human level. Apollos was gifted, but went off the New Testament. Timothy was not as gifted as him, but two epistles were written to him. The two had different hearts. There is a child who is blessed by his parents; and there is a child cursed by his parents. They will each have a kind of influence as you meet them.

      Elisha was at the service of Elijah. He protected the intimacy of their relationship and did twice the miracles that Elijah did. Gehazi was not faithful to Elisha, and what he left behind was leprosy even for himself.

      Let us be very careful, and may the fear of God enter our hearts, as we deal with our relationships, be they with God or with man. Amen.
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            AN APOSTLE

          

        

      

    

    
      We began to talk about who an apostle is. When the Apostle Paul talks of an apostle, the summit of it is mighty exploits both quantitatively and qualitatively. The apostle is a colossal figure. It is as if when one looks at what he does, it is a stretch of amazing mighty works. The fact that in the New Testament, only 19 are chosen, explains the whole thing. I read John Wesley, a man 1.55 metres tall, but with colossal works! He did 400,000 kilometres on horseback preaching. He wrote 233 books. When he was more than 86 years old, he complained that he could not write more than 15 hours each day! He did not only write 233 books, he simplified, edited, corrected and paraphrased 183 other books! He was a colossal person with churches all over.

      INCOMPETENT MINISTERS OF THE NEW COVENANT: WHO ARE THEY?

      There are many today who are incompetent and deceive themselves that they are in the centre of God’s will and that they are serving Him. They are not in the centre of His will! They are not serving Him! Who are these? They include the following:

      
        	The lazy: too lazy to wait on God; too lazy to pray; too lazy to study the Word; too lazy to evangelize; too lazy to plant churches; too lazy to care for souls; too lazy to watch.  Lazy, lazy, lazy. All lazy people have disqualified themselves from the ministry of the new covenant.  Are you disqualified because of your laziness?

        	The Indisciplined: The apostle Paul said, “Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do so to receive a  a perishable wreath, but we  an imperishable.  Well, I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air; but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to others, I myself should be disqualified.”(I Corinthians  9:25-27, RSV).Those who are undisciplined with time, money, sleep, food, speech, thoughts, etc., disqualify themselves from being competent ministers of the new covenant. They are disqualified, not because God did not make them competent, but because by bowing to undisciplined use of time, money, food, emotions, etc., they have left aside the One who alone initially makes competent and continuously makes competent.

        	All the others who are not in the centre of God’s will about some area of their lives or the other.

        	All who are disobeying the Lord in some issue, small or great.

      

      Curtailed from the book, The Ministers And The Ministry of The New Covenant, by Professor Zacharias TANEE FOMUM.

      
        	Lazy people are a disgrace.  They may be very able, but if they are not disciplined, they are a tragedy.

        	I must subdue my body just as the white man subdued us in colonialism and imperialism. The problem with many people is that they are trying to function from an unsubdued body.  They are trying to function from a body that has not been subdued to serve God.  Many have started serving, but have fallen by the way.  A Policeman shot himself two days ago.  He was a believer for two years and became a backslider for eleven years. He lived in backsliding for eleven years.  No one can live like that and go to heaven.   The Bible says we should go by the narrow gate.  “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.”(Matthew 7:13).  Only those who abide till the end will be saved.

        	Those who are not in the centre of God’s will in their lives are rendered incompetent.  If I disobey the Lord in one thing, I render myself incompetent.

        	In mighty works, there is a sense, not only of greatness, but of volume.  Look at the apostle Paul.  He says, “Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.”(Romans 15:17).  “Therefore, I glory in Christ.”  He gloried in Christ by bringing the Gentiles to obedience in Christ.  It was not just that they should hear the gospel, but that they should effectively come to full and total obedience in Christ.  Here are colossal products.  “For I am the least of the apostles...” (1 Corinthians 5:9).


      

      Apostles are indelibly workaholics.  In our book, The Ministers And The Ministry of The New Covenant, we copied this letter that is supposed to have been written to the apostle Paul.  He was being disqualified from the mission field.

      “Dear Mr Paul,

      We recently received an application from you for serving under our Board. We have made an exhaustive survey of your case and, frankly, we are surprised that you have been able to ‘pass’ as a bona fide missionary.

      
        	In the first place, we are told that you are afflicted with severe eye trouble which is almost certain to be an insuperable handicap to any effective ministry. We normally require 20/20 vision.

        	Secondly, we take a dim view of a full-time missionary doing part time secular work, but we hear that you are making tents on the side. You admitted in a letter to the church at Philippi that they are the only group supporting you. We wonder why this is so.

        	Further, is it true that you have a jail record? Certain brethren report that you did two years’ time in Caesarea and were also imprisoned in Rome.

        	Moreover, it is reported from Ephesus that you made so much trouble for the businessmen there that they refer to you as ‘the man who turned the world upside down’. We feel such sensationalism has no place in missions. We also deplore the ‘over-the-wall-in-a-basket’ episode at Damascus. We are appalled at your obvious lack of conciliatory behaviour. Diplomatic men are not stoned or dragged out of the city gate or assaulted by furious mobs.  Have you ever suspected that gentler words might gain you more friends? For your benefit, we enclose a copy of ‘Dalius Carnegus’ book, “How to win Jews and influence Greeks.”

        	Frankly, Mr Paul, there has been some criticism of your sermons as well.  In a recent message you stated, “God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of Jesus Christ.” It seems to us that you ought also to glory somewhat in our national heritage, our denominational programme, the unified budget and our World Federation of Churches. You sermons are repeatedly criticized as being much too long for the church-going public.  We hear that at one place you spoke until after midnight and a young man was so sleepy that he fell out of the window and broke his neck.  You should know that nobody is saved after the first twenty minutes. Our advice to speakers is: “Stand up, speak up and shut up.”

        	Finally, Dr Luke, the physician, reports that you are a thin little man, rather bald, frequently sick, and always so agitated over your churches that you sleep very poorly.  He indicates that you pad around the house praying half the night. Our ideal for our applicant is a healthy mind in a robust body. We believe that a good night’s sleep will give you zest and zip so that you wake up full of zing.

      

      We hesitate to inform you, Brother Paul, that in our experience, we have never met a candidate so opposite to the requirements of our mission board. If we should accept you, we would be breaking every principle of current missionary practice.

      
        
        Most sincerely yours,

        J.  Flavius Fluffy head,

        Secretary, Foreign Mission Board.”

      

      

      Are you self-dependent or Holy Spirit dependent? The self-dependent are already crushed. What is there of Paul in you? The Bible says he worked harder than them (the other apostles) all. The qualifying element is hard work. Anyone who wants to serve the Lord who is not hard working has already failed. There are many things, but the first one of them is hard work. If there are spiritual gifts, mighty talent, great wealth, etc., the lazy will never maximize them. Hard work is needed to maximize a gift like that of an evangelist. Many people with the gift of writing will not stay to receive revelation. After writing one or two books, they may want people to fall down and worship them. The eliminating thing is hard work. That is why Paul says, “I worked harder than them all.” Without hard work, one has failed.

      Hard work is the capacity to put all of one’s energy together. It is the capacity to channel it in one direction. It is the capacity to invest it in one thing. It is putting all your wealth together. It is putting all your people together. If someone had a million dollars and distributed it to a million people, he would have helped no one. And there are many people who are like that. In human relationships, they touch here and touch there. They are superficial. Winners are people who are rude in their investments. Wesley was wedded and welded to his early love the love of winning lost men to Christ. There were three women in his life. While they touched the surface of his emotions, the desire to win souls intensified in him. The Lord held his heart. You can love only one person supremely. And if the Lord Jesus Christ is the Supreme Love, then He is the unique Supreme Love. There can never be two supreme loves. We are not talking about a man who touches things superficially. We are talking of God flowing out with increasing quantity and quality. If these works are absent, then one is not an apostle. If these works are absent, then one is just a spiritual houseboy that is given a big name.

      Any lover of ease who calls himself an apostle is a curse. In the world, the leader is at the top of the pyramid in everything. If there is only one car, it is for him. The best is for him. His whole compound may be packed with cars, even if the others go about on foot. The leader has everything. His every need is met. Even his whims are met.
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      As his leadership increases, he sits on more and more people. However, in the Lord, the opposite is true. It is the cross that does it this way. There are many ‘spiritual leaders’ today in America with many pleasure boats at sea! Someone said that in Nigeria, the beginning car for a pastor is a Peugeot 504! A car in Nigeria is a matter of saying, “Who are you?” When the pastor gets a bit higher, he gets a Mercedes Benz. It says clearly who you are. These are people who are exploiting the poor. They call themselves pastors, but they have no sense of care. This is a worldly concept of leadership among Pentecostals. It is judged. It is condemned.

      In the Bible, the apostle is at the top of the spiritual hierarchy. It is just because he is the father or spiritual great grandfather. He is the one on whom many people depend. What matters is the type of worker sent out and the type of work done. If the apostle sends out the wrong men, the work is ruined. God named first the apostles, then the prophets, and so on. As the ministry increases, the work weighs more and more on him. One may ask, “What of the possessions of the apostles?”

      
        
        “My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that time, each will receive his praise from God.

        Now brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.” Then you will not take pride in one man over against another. For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?

        Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have become kings - and that without us! I wish that you really had become kings so that we might be kings with you! For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men. We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honoured, we are dishonoured! To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.

        I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you as my dear children. Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church. Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit.” (l Corinthians 4:8-21).

      

      

      The apostle is on display. He is not the best fed. He is not the best dressed. He is ‘brutally treated.’ Apostles are not people who use God’s name to exploit us. They are not people who use God’s name to make money. “I am not writing this. ..” There was the apostolic model. That is why the apostle could write to the saints, “I urge you to imitate me.” It could not be imitating mediocrity. No one is the poorer for imitating. The Macedonians did not become poor from giving. No one becomes poor because he gave to God.

      The apostle Paul gave and gave until he even gave away the one whom he loved. “I am sending Timothy. . .my son whom I love. . “ This also means “my son who loves me; my son who is faithful in the Lord.” Can you be called as such? If you cannot be called as such, you are sick somewhere. It is not love until it has gone through fire. It is not sentimentality. I want you to make a list of things in which you are faithful.

      LIST OF THE THINGS IN WHICH I AM FAITHFUL

      I am faithful in the following things:

      
        	1.

        	2.

        	3.

        	4.

        	5.

        	6.

        	7.

        	Etc.

      

      What was Timothy to do? “He will remind you of my way of life.” The people were to be presented Paul’s lifestyle. They were to be presented, not only Paul’s doctrine, but Paul’s lifestyle. They were to be presented Paul’s way of life.

      Anyone who follows the Lord for gain has missed Him. Anyone who does not sacrifice all that he can sacrifice for God has missed Him. It must be living with the perishing souls of men in view. Then can one expect a great reward in heaven. Then one can expect to have the recompense of seeing many people in heaven who would have perished. If you were to live in abject poverty so that souls be saved, you would have understood. If you were to live in privation from many things all your life, because of the perishing souls of men, you would have understood. Look at it from the point of view of eternity. If you maintain standards, live well and thereby checked your blessings, would that have been love? Would you love the one you loved to go to hell? Can any sacrifice ever be too much if it should result in the salvation of a perishing soul?

      What have you done to ensure that no one who could be saved should not perish, but come to salvation from eternal damnation? I want you to spell it out. Say, “This is what I have done consciously and deliberately to ensure that no one goes to hell who can be saved. We are not talking theory. If on that day, it is found that you held back anything you ought to have invested on them and they went to the lake of fire, you will account for it. If a child fell in a well and they needed all you had in your bank account to get him healed and you did not offer it, and he died, would you have done good to God? Even the world will consider you bad, because you held something back and a human soul went to the lake of fire that ought not to have gone had you offered it. Your whole

      
        	life-style,

        	possessions,

        	goods,

        	property,

        	priorities,

        	etc. ,

      

      matter very much.

      Somehow, it must be written in our lives that we have seen the value of souls. Have you learnt to evaluate every telephone call, fax message, electricity bill, water bill, other expenditure, in terms of the perishing souls of men? It is because the Lord Jesus saved us for this reason: To win souls for Him. He saved us so that we may rescue the lost. Not to live with the lost in view, is to deny God. To live with any other reason in view is to deny God. To live with any other reason in view is to fail God. Why are we here, on this other side of heaven? To save the maximum number of souls from the lake of fire.

      Say, “I am here to snatch the maximum number of souls from the lake of fire.” Write this on your heart. May the Holy Spirit write this on your heart.

      I decided that every phone bill beyond 40,000 FCFA CFA will be settled from my pockets. This amount includes phone and fax in the ministry throughout the world. That decision was made before the missionaries started being sent out. It still stands. I think of a phone call in terms of the perishing souls of men. When I think of what a single unit of a local city call can do, I tremble. A unit of a local call is 40 FCFA, which is the equivalent of 4 tracts. That is why I phone only when it is an absolute must. The thing is that many brethren have no vision of the lake of fire. In 1971, I was shown a vision of the Lake of fire and a vision of Heaven. If now that I know the Lord more, I find pleasure in seeing a soul perish, it is a tragedy. At one point, I asked myself why I was giving so much to God that there was hardly anything left for me. Then I remembered the perishing souls of men. Every purchase means that souls will perish. When I was in Calcutta, India, I took the smallest room that was in the hotel in which I was lodging just because there was no one to house me. They all ran away. I took a meal a day and then bread and biscuits the rest of the day in spite of the fact that I was having $12 dollars on me and some other money which I could use. I shall give account before God for every Franc I use.

      Some brethren are so expensive in the ministry that God can never promote them. If missionaries were to be very stringent in the use of money, we would double their number on the field. Some missionaries have no value of money. When I was in China in the cities, unless we were fed by brethren, I ate only bread and bananas. They were the cheapest food items available. I left the brethren, with whom I was, eating in the hotel, and went and bought ground nuts and bread for myself. I saw the perishing souls of men. I saw the need for them to be saved from the lake of fire. Is there any other reason for which to live? If it were buying the world, it would be useless, because the world is a corpse. How can a man in his right senses buy a corpse? If they were to ask you to buy the contents of the mortuary, would you buy them? Of course, you would not. While I was speaking in Vijayawada, it was hot and the brother with whom I was, wanted the air-conditioner to be turned on as we were going out, with the reason that it was too hot. I refused. If I caused a waste here, I would have disqualified myself from divine appointments. It would have been having an evil heart.

      Whether the thing before you that risks waste belongs to

      
        	an individual,

        	an organisation,

        	institution,

        	ministry,

        	group,

        	etc. ,

      

      to be indulgent with it is to have an evil and twisted heart. The other time when I was in the US, a guy, who liked me as soon as he saw me, took me to a shop and asked me to take clothes and anything I wanted. After about forty minutes of fighting, I chose that black tie I wear. He was disappointed, but it had to be so. Are you a corrupt opportunist? Your sin will find you out. I repeat; your sin will find you out. God promotes people according to their hearts and not necessarily according to their gifts, talents, etc.

      People who are meticulous with their money and things, but extravagant with the things of the ministry, have put themselves out.  They have not caught a vision of war.  Everyone ought to know that we are

      
        	born in war,

        	grow in war,

        	mature in war and

        	raptured from war.

      

      There is a time when Israel was putting 86% of its resources into war! The more intense the war, the more critical the war and the greater the investment. We represent it graphically as follows
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      The greater the war, the greater the sacrifice graphically represented as follows:
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      Born at war; always at war. That is the apostolic spirit. The apostles are people who were not born at war. They were not born great. You go far depending on a good and honest heart, and on the degree to which you let yourself go. So the apostles had the worst. They could have got the best. I congratulated Brother JM for getting the church in Congo to take care of missionary expenses. But I told him that he is before a trap. They know what he got from home. Then they said, “Let’s give him more than what he was receiving from home.” They are waiting. They want to sift him. They are asking, “Was it a commitment to simplicity because of poverty?” Or “Was it a commitment to simplicity because of a relationship with the Holy Spirit?” That which is from inside remains, even with extreme generosity. That which is from outside flows according to extreme generosity. Leaders think that they are the only ones who are ‘testers’. The people do test too.

      CT Studd turned his back to his great wealth and lived in a one roomed  hut in the Congo from where he launched out Congo conquest. But his friends sent him  a thousand pounds sterling apart from missionary allowance. It is when missionaries complained that it was too tough that a revival broke out. Every pioneer who gives himself to luxury is a tragedy. It talks of a wrong heart. Jonathan Goforth, Hudson Taylor and other missionaries to China, lived in a simplicity that slapped normal Canadian and British standards on the face. Had CT Studd relaxed and gone back home having been rejected from sailing down the Nile, God would not have said to him, “This journey is not only for Africa, but for the whole un-evangelized world.” The World Evangelistic Crusade he began, is in about a hundred countries today. If he had relaxed, this work that is reaching people in different countries would not have been born.

      It is at bleeding cost that great works are

      
        	born,

        	nurtured,

        	nourished and

        	matured.

      

      Lovers of ease have no place here. A man said, “achievement is directly proportional to the intensity of the obstructing forces that had to be surmounted.” Mighty works, mighty suffering. The apostle Paul writes,

      
        
        “We put no stumbling block in anyone’s pathway, so that our ministry will not be discredited. “ (2 Corinthians 6:3).

      

      

      He again writes,

      
        
        “Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am I.”(2 Corinthians 11:22).

      

      

      The apostle Paul said that what distinguished him among the apostles, was that he worked harder than them all. Leadership is directly proportional to the amount of work done.
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      All those who carried their generation to great heights were themselves men of great heights. The lazy are a personal curse. The lazy are a curse. They have decided that they will not have or do anything good. The apostle says, “I have laboured and toiled.” That is why the translators of the NIV version of the Bible fear to call fasting by its name. They do not call fasting fasting. They certainly want to fight against fasting. Where the Bible says husband and wife could abstain from sex in order to give themselves to prayer and fasting for a season, the translators removed fasting. Where the Bible says, “This kind can only go out by prayer and fasting, they equally removed fasting. This is because this people do not fast.

      The apostle Paul talks of “the pressure of my concern for all the churches.” This is an example of fine and distinguished apostleship.

      Yes, the pressure of the churches.

      The pressure of the churches.

      The pressure of all the churches.

      When a church-planter hears that there are two people somewhere, he goes there to plant a church. If he would not go to set the church of two believers aflame, he is no apostle. Also, if this is lacking, there is no vision for church-planting.  If there is only one person, you go to plant a church there, because conquest means a burning desire to plant churches in new places and new localities. The church-planter knows that if the church is planted somewhere, the gates of hell can no longer prevail there. Pioneers who settle and want to see one city taken have sacrificed the whole nation.

      BELIEVING ONE’S CO-WORKERS

      The harvest is great, but the labourers are few. Unless you pray, you will have a little harvest. Everything can only be in answer to bleeding prayer. You must believe people if you are to succeed. You must believe others. If you do not believe others, you have failed. I consider the power to believe people as one of the greatest gifts of leadership. You believe the people, not because they are perfect, but because they love their God, and because you know and believe that through errors, this people will grow to higher heights. If not, you cannot relax wherever you are. You will be filled with worry and become agitated to see things done as you want. To believe a person, is this thing I call life-long commitments. It all begins when you tell yourself, “These people are just where I was. Their level, where they are, is better than mine when I was there.” It is criticizing them for that which is wrong and congratulating them for that which is right. It must come from a deep certainty that one cannot do it alone, and that the best way to work with people is not to give them too many instructions. Get them to know why and where they are going and allow the Holy Spirit to do the rest. This is indispensable for having co-workers at all levels. The capacity to believe people is something from inside. Even when they fail, you still continue to believe them. The one who crumbles because one failed has indeed crumbled. Angels have remained bright even though Lucifer failed! No one stops building a skyscraper because someone fell from it and wounded himself.

      If you have deep conviction that they cannot do the work, you are paralyzed and they too are paralyzed. You need to repent for you have not believed God. It is having too much faith in yourself. It betrays too much exaggeration of one’s own capacities. God did not put aside the apostles because Judas failed.

      Dispersion is laziness, which is a disaster. It is spreading into very many things. It is being interested in very many things. Being interested in very many things is being interested in nothing. The apostle Paul said, “But one thing I do.” His whole life was concentrated on one thing. We said that leadership is directly proportional to the power to believe people. The more a man believes others, the more his ministry will grow and expand.
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      Many people withdraw more and more from trusting others. This is failure in leadership. There is a parallel truth: Leadership is directly proportional to the power to love people. Leadership is directly proportional to the power to love people, doing good to them for their own interests. If you did good just for another’s sake, when he goes away, you would regret nothing except what you would have benefitted. If it were for your own good, then you would be sorry for yourself. Just to want the highest good of someone else in a practical way is love. The question is, “Are we using people?” That is why the leader is the highest servant. The Bible says he is the first servant. He is out to invest the highest that could be invested, for the good of that person. That is what it was meant to be.

      To see people and talk only of how you are to use them, is worldly leadership. This is not the spirit of a servant. One must constantly ask himself, “How can I build this person even if he goes away in the end? How can I build this person even if he is taken away from me in the end? How can I build this person even if in the end, he is taken elsewhere? I shall be content because I would have given him Jesus.” The co-worker is the one to whom you become a benefactor for his own good. The links are that you promoted him from where he was to that height at which he is now. If he wants to go elsewhere, let him do so. It is not doing good to people in order to bind them to yourself. Good deeds become good chains! It is not getting good deeds to become chains. If you do, he will leave you with a bad conscience. This is the crux of the matter:

      
        
        I AM THE BENEFACTOR OF MY DISCIPLES AND CO-WORKERS, FOR THEIR OWN GOOD.

      

      

      You can see that all of this welds together.  It is how to be a normal Christian.  It is how to be a leader.  It is how to be a church-planter.  It is just a flow of the Jesus life.  It is not strange.  It is World Conquest through faith in God and in people.

      It is sacrifice for

      
        	the Lord,

        	the people,

      

      It is sacrifice for people. It is self-denial. It is self-denial because of the Lord. It is self-denial because of another. It is self-conquest. It is the conquest of others. May you begin to work on these things now; Amen.
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            CONSCIENCE

          

        

      

    

    
      Conscience is unique in the New Testament. The human body is as follows:
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      Conscience is to the spirit what the mind is to the soul. It is the resident judge who just tells you that this thing is wrong. Brother DN could go and see the American authorities and say, “I want to go to America for a month.” Conscience will say, “You are a liar! “ You may explain and justify, but your conscience will say you are lying. Conscience is the resident umpire. He blows the whistle that another spoonful of food will be gluttony. You can go ahead and do it, but he has spoken. “At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.”(John 8:9). Accused by their conscience, the Pharisees withdrew. Conscience convicts. John Wilson, the Deputy Director of CALTEX UGANDA went to church. During the sermon, conscience told him, “John Wilson, you are a thief!” He replied, “No, I am not! I am only doing what other directors before me did.” Then conscience told him, “That is why you are a thief.” the conscience had spoken.

      The function of conscience is to convict.  It is like the umpire who, if he blows the whistle and you score, it is null and void. It is like the one who puts up self-justification each time a sin is pointed out.

      
        
        “I strive always to keep my conscience clear.”(Acts 24:16).

      

      

      A clear conscience is like clean water in a glass. ‘I strive’, ‘always’. It means that various alternatives are offered to compromise. You pull them all down.

      A CORRUPT CONSCIENCE

      You are travelling with money. They say declare your money. You declare only part of it. That is falsehood. A brother comes to you to borrow money. You have money on you, but you say, “I have just spent my last coin.” Your conscience is corrupt. A corrupt conscience (Titus 1:15). The mind is corrupt and the conscience is corrupt. It is corruption in the mind and in the spirit. Corrupt means that it gives you false results. In CPC, Bali, everybody had his own cutlass, bucket, etc. If you saw somebody’s bucket lying there and wanted to use it, you asked aloud, “Who has this bucket?” Then you answered, “The state!” The bucket would truly revert to the whole society!

      The man who sold us a car in 1975 wanted me to declare it at one quarter of the price. I refused. His conscience was corrupt. You are engaged and are getting married in a few days. Then you say, “Does God really bother about days. Let us do it now.” Then you commit sexual immorality. These are the suggestions that come to make the conscience corrupt.

      Many people are functioning with corrupt consciences. A corrupt conscience finally ends up being a seared conscience.

      
        
        “Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.” (I Timothy 4:2).

      

      

      The touch is so remote that it does not strike or convince. It speaks aloud going down until it is so quiet that you hardly hear anything. I was stupefied when I was praying for Brother PF, that he got to where he got. As one lie after another was exposed, he was explaining. At no point did he say, “Brethren, I am wrong. I am sorry.” Only when something was exposed, did he say, “I am sorry.” That is what thirteen years have done (1984-1997). It has taken eight, three, four hour sessions with him alone, and countless elders’ meetings, confronting him. How the heart can become hardened! When they say that the heart is hardened, they are saying that the conscience is seared. It will take very fierce conflict for PF to ever come back to God. Do you know the number of elders’ meetings that were spent on PF?

      There can be the pathway of deterioration of the conscience. In East Africa, a sister decided to marry an unbeliever. We fought against it until she told a brother, “I used to be troubled about it, but now I am no longer troubled about it. “The Lord says, “My Spirit will not strive long with you.” Before the conscience becomes corrupt, there is, first of all, the fact of the conscience becoming guilty (Hebrews 10:22).

      A WEAK AND WOUNDED CONSCIENCE

      One can have a weak conscience (I Corinthians 8:12). When you wound the conscience, it is now no longer able to function normally. It can begin to depreciate. The weak conscience is the conscience that is sensitive to things about which sensitivity is not necessary. Weak means easily defiled.

      A DEFILED CONSCIENCE

      There is the defiled conscience (I Corinthians 8:7). The weak conscience is really defiled.

      Without radically eradicating any consciental level as soon as it is revealed to the human spirit, the heart begins to increasingly harden up. Time and more sin produce new levels of heart hardening, until the conscience becomes seared.

      There are about ten possible conditions of the conscience: Below are the various conditions of the conscience:
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      Paul’s attack in 1 is a law in spiritual warfare. It is attacking with such ferocity that the Enemy is not able to speak back or counteract. Even while the apostle was still lost, he was serving, with all faithfulness and truth, the corrupt conscience.

      A CLEAR CONSCIENCE

      A clear conscience allows you to see things as they are. A good conscience is the one that allows you to go from clarity towards God’s direction. The clear conscience tells you, “This is correct,” but the good conscience tells you, “This is correct. Do it.”

      Is there any issue over which your conscience is soiled? In matters dealing with conscience, obedience leads to authority. Conscience says ‘No!’ and you immediately obey. Then the ground is established. Where is your conscience telling you, “This is wrong”? On what is your conscience telling you, “This is wrong? This is wrong!!, This is wrong!!!”? Where have you violated your conscience? Where did you wound it by not obeying it? (We are going to write a book entitled, “The Conscience of the believer”! When the world is on strike and you go and join it, it is because you have lost God somewhere. When you are afraid to let people know what you have, for fear that they may not give you more, your heart is wrong. When you are in partnership with the lost in business, you have lost God somewhere.

      If this is the Holy Spirit dwelling in the human spirit, communion is the organ of spiritual emotion. Intuition is the organ of the knowledge of the Spirit. Conscience is the organ of the knowledge of the correct. So the Holy Spirit gets the conscience to say ‘It is right’ or ‘It is wrong.’ The Holy Spirit imparts knowledge intuitively and communion is the organ for touching. You do not touch people with your will or mind, but with your emotions. When conscience says, “This is wrong,” you stand at crossroads to obey or to disobey. When the Holy Spirit first convicts you to go and repent before your husband, you start justifying. He insists, “Stand up and repent.” Then you justify, saying, “If I stand up and repent, what will they say?” You are hardening your conscience. For the conscience to function at its best, its verdicts must be obeyed immediately. If you do not obey, you may finally begin to deal with wrong conscience that can end up giving you false information. Where is your conscience not at ease?
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       A WEAK CONSCIENCE

      A weak conscience is one that has not developed normally on God’s word. It is conscience that has not developed in obedience to God’s Word. It is, therefore, unreliable. It is hyper-sensitive over trifles.

      When your conscience is defiled, what it presents as evidence is wrong. That is why you can take a decision which you think is very correct, but later on realise that it was utterly wrong. Brother PF worked to minute details in carrying out restitution of minor things, while there were colossal things untouched!

      Many people have so lost God that their conscience no longer plays the role that it should play. By resistance, hardening of heart, love of money, etc., many people have lost God. Their conscience no longer plays the role it normally should play. By resistance, hardening of heart, love of money, etc., many people have so lost God that conscience no longer plays the role it should play. It is very difficult to find a lover of money whose conscience is not seared.

      Look at David. He first lusted after Bathsheba. He could have repented, but he hardened his heart. He then called her and went into her. He could have repented. He did not repent. He hardened his heart. He then called Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, from the war, and got him drunk. His conscience became seared. He got Joab to kill Uriah. Then he took Bathsheba for wife after her husband’s death. Then Bathsheba gave birth to a child. David’s conscience was so seared that one had to put a knife to it to bring him to awakening. His problem was laziness. He stayed at home instead of being at the place of duty. He wanted to relax. This sin, first of all, rendered his conscience corrupt. Immorality only came to expose a man who had already gone wrong. He sinned when he refused to go to the place of war. Are you lazy? Some brethren were confessing laziness this morning without repentance. Check the lazy person. His life is pregnant with sin. Anything can happen when you are not where God wants you to be. May the eyes of the saints be opened to see what laziness does to destroy conscience and render it seared. When God says, “Don’t speak that word”,  and you speak it, you are no longer the same. Instead of going to repent so that the defiled conscience should become cleansed, you harden up your heart. When you are exposed, and you only acknowledge where you have been exposed, without confessing all, it destroys the conscience. It could even be positive confessions. The Holy Spirit says, “Go and tell this brother, ‘I love you.’” He may tell you to say, “Go and express gratitude.” or “Write a letter of gratitude.” “Give out this shirt or pair of trousers, etc.” As you resist, your conscience is being seared.

      It is by such commands of the Spirit that people either make progress or backslide.  When the Lord says, “Tell me, ‘You have blessed me,” and you do not do so, you are no longer where you were before.  The Lord may say, “Don’t justify yourself.  Don’t explain.” “you were rude.  Just go and repent.”  So, you find many people whose consciences are like dead.  Do you see the significance of immediate obedience? It brings you to immediate action. Because the time between His speaking and your acting is not too small to harden up your heart, immediate obedience is needed. “Tell Me you love Me,” the Lord says, and you tell Him, “Not now.” I know people who have never repented. The broken and the contrite heart is absent. If they say, “I am sorry,” it remains words. The broken and the contrite heart is totally absent. Such people hardly ever know the mind of the Spirit. They become totally soulical (mind, will and emotions). Two people, one led by the Spirit, the other one led by the mind, are constantly knocking each other. It is like a car that is continually accelerating and breaking. This is what it means to be carnal. You may be carnally willing, mindful or moved. When there is a carnal man, he just analyses sums of money and declares something.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      The carnal believer is immediately sensitive to what he sees and feels, and he draws his conclusions quickly. When the spirit is released, it is as if the spirit (conscience, intuition and communion) are outside. It is as if the first touches are of the spirit. The carnal person merely touches the body or the intelligence, overwhelmed by the beauty. The liberation of the spirit leads to the overthrow of the carnal mind. There is a critical need for spiritual men who know God’s Spirit and the liberated human spirit.

      A WOUNDED CONSCIENCE AND  WOUNDED SELF-LOVE

      One thing that leads to a wounded conscience is betrayal. Betrayal is the treason of a trusted one. If you found out that your bosom friend, to whom you confidently gave your money for safe-keeping, was a thief. If you suddenly found out that someone, with whom you had made a covenant, had robbed you. Such a thing leads to a wounded conscience. A wounded conscience soon degenerates to a wounded intuition. After Paul and Barnabas parted company, Paul suffered the impact of the wounds of separation. He was blocked by the Spirit everywhere he went. He was like a drowsy man.

      A wounded conscience is a function of the spiritual man, but a wounded flesh is that of the carnal man. “Woe is he through whom betrayal comes,” was a reaction of the Lord Jesus by the Spirit.

      A sense of destiny is something that comes upon one gradually while he obeys radically. What happened between my parents and I concerning me, between the age of eight and eleven that became determinant, was not a response to any knowledge of these things. I was just doing what was on my heart. When Paul was persecuting the church, he did not imagine that he was called to be a great apostle. He was just being zealous. A man does not pay a great price before because he hopes to be a great apostle. It is an inner constrain. Conscience and a sense of destiny go hand in hand. When you give the same work to two people, they will do it differently, each one according to his heart. Caleb said, “I brought him word according to what was on my heart.” Caleb and the rest of the eleven spies saw the same things in the land of Canaan, but they gave different reports. We do not report what we see. We report what is in our hearts. “I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-Barnea to spy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. “ (Joshua 14: 7, RSV) . They all saw the same physical conditions, but brought word according to what was on their hearts. People see with their hearts and not strictly with their eyes. Before the person goes there, the report is already settled. He will bring back word according to what is in his heart. A person

      
        	pays the price,

        	believes God,

        	sacrifices and

        	believes God

      

      according to what is in his heart. A sister comes to be prayed for concerning her healing from a disease, meanwhile her heart is settled on going thereafter to meet the medical doctor. It is in the heart. The matter is in the heart.

      A man yields to temptation according to what was in his heart. He overcomes the Enemy according to what was in his heart. When I say people cannot learn to be loyal, it is true. From what would they learn? Their minds are either loyal or disloyal. You know people who have doubted you for ten to twenty years, even though there is unmistakable evidence that they should not doubt. A brother was appointed to direct national missionaries. The wife said, “I hope he will...” three times. This was the first vote of no confidence on this brother’s appointment to direct national missionaries. She will confirm it with the slightest failure on his part. Some people, from the word ‘Go,’ run after you, but some others drag their feet. One of the sisters said she ran away from me, because during the fast, I was very sharp. It was not my sharpness that drove her away from me. It was her heart condition instead. If her heart were correct, she would have drawn near to minister to me.

      Sister Elizabeth has written to me twelve times from Zambia. I have not yet replied once, but all the details of what they are doing are written in four or five pages and sent to me. Another person might have stopped on the third letter, saying, “He does not reply letters.” Distance does not change anything. A man continues to do what he did when he was here. Somebody said, “Man is a spirit. He has a soul and lives in a body.” A man is his heart. Have you not seen a woman who has quarrelled with her husband all the forty years of their marriage? It started at engagement and went on for this long. We are what our hearts are. Unless we labour with the goal of changing our hearts, we are wasting our time. It is not the fact that shapes our hearts.

      The one who does not fear storms will never be disturbed or hit by them, but the one who dreads the night because there are lions out in the streets, will take everything for lions if he ventured out into the streets at night. It is equally the heart that creates devils everywhere at night. A stone, a tree, a piece of wood or a man, are all transformed by the heart into devils. Those who are sent to find out something immediately come up with end reports in their hearts before setting out. The notion of the threefold increase is either believed at the first and seen as true, or disbelieved and seen as impossible. The initial decisions are actually the decisive and lasting ones. Success on the mission field is determined by the would-be missionary candidate at home. He does not determine it on the field. Caleb brought Moses word according to what was in his heart. So, it was in his heart before he set out. He had believed God’s Word from the first and was just going to see the land that they were to possess. Others had not believed that a land with peoples could be taken, so they went to look for the giants and see the land that devours its inhabitants!!!

      THE CONDITIONS OF A SEARED CONSCIENCE

      A seared conscience is conscience that does not respond any more to the touches of the Holy Spirit, so that the person goes on practising sin for years and going around as if he were walking with God. He would condemn a sin, but practise it. He may be bold in speaking against a thing, but he would practise it. He would call wrong right. Such a person may be very meticulous about some things as if he were bothered about what God says, but in reality, he does not bother about what God says. He may call upon God in a very pious way, but there is no fear of God in him. He may comfort himself by justifying, but the conscience is seared. God may make some demands as conditions for serving Him with a certain capacity, in spite of the fact that he knows nothing about them. He would take the commands and demands of God lightly. He is not disturbed. A heroine is said to have lied all through about her age. She had only one fear: that she would wake up one day and there would be some power to deal with her. That is why some people wondered whether the power she manifested was from her. Is part of your story a lie because of something added to it? Is part of your life a lie? What has not come to light?

      Can you cheat the Government without deep repentance? Are you a cheat? Did you take certain things to refund them later and, because people have now forgotten, you have kept them? There are people who, while living in administrative and well-furnished houses, when they move to a new house, take along the furniture with them. Such a person is judged. People might have forgotten, but God has not forgotten. What are you sitting on that is not yours? Such a person will easily practise sin in many domains. He may do a lot of things for God, but there is something that is lacking. He may fast, pray and do all that, but his life is a lie.   Is that your condition?   Through sustained hypocrisy, the conscience gets seared. May be during the last forty-two days of prayer crusading, the slight touches of God have come to revive your conscience. Do something about it. When someone is exposed on something of which he cannot hide any more, he says, “I repent.” It is no repentance at all. It is just declaring how hardened up and how sick one is. When somebody says, “I repent,” because his hideout has been exposed and scattered in a way that he can no longer hide, he has not repented at all. He may soon go away from the Lord. Such people never come back to God.

      Do you call right wrong or right right? The thing is that things that touch on the conscience are matters just between a man and God. How is it with you? What might it cost you? A hundred people may say things, but nothing can substitute the fact that you may now have a blurred relationship with God. There can be only one reason: A seared conscience. Would you want to hear and to receive only half of what you would have received? The loss is tragic beyond telling.

      Finally, I say, only you and God can settle the matter. No one can step in between a person and his conscience, just as no one can bridge a broken relationship between a person and God. Whatever troubles my conscience, whatever others say, I will do what God is saying. Because we are dealing with the spiritual realm, things function by the spirit. Sister Sarah, it was critically important that something cracks between you and Paul because he was part of the problem. A few days ago, someone tried to trace the attitude of your husband from the beginning, when he was at least open until Paul gave some strange teaching, that no unbelieving husband should expect the believing wife to be submissive to him. If that is true, it was demonic teaching. One can only thank God that the marriage did not break up.

      Sustained hypocrisy stabilizes the hypocrisy in a person’s being, so that he may not even know that he is a hypocrite. That is why there are people to whom you can say, “This is wrong,” and continue to say so, and they will never change. Wrong has been taken for right. A man believes a lie to the point where he now believes that the lie is true. To abandon such a lie, for him, is to abandon the truth. That is why people need to be careful in young relationships. You remember ISHAYA who was a Brahnamist but hid it from us. He was chased out of his denomination because he went into this false doctrine, but he came here and lied to us. When he came and saw me in Garoua, he did not even wait for me to talk with him, because there was a Brahnamist convention in Nigeria and he was hurrying to get back there when he was involved in a ghastly motor accident.

      While you sail down the river towards a waterfall, the canoe goes faster and faster until a point where you can no longer stop it nor come out. You have got to the fatal crossing! Paul Billheimer says, “Every soul can turn to God and pursue God if he has not gone beyond the fatal crossing.” John Wesley told his preachers, “Take him to task.” If leadership means that the leader is the one you allow to perish whereas you could have saved him, then you have missed it. It is better to be mistaken than to keep quiet. It is better to be honest, to speak and to be corrected, than to presume. And when you begin, go right to the end. If he does not see it, take one or two other persons. If he does not see it still, bring him to the church. If he won’t see still, dissociate yourself from him.

      Abraham lost God at 85 when he took Hagar and found Him again only at 99. It was years without God! A seared conscience means that it was corrupt for a long time, and defiled long before. It is good to have the testimony of God so as to know where you are as to conscience. Repentance is a gift from God, knowing that there is a time when you can no longer repent. There is a time when right becomes wrong. The best way to help someone is to expose his faults so that he be corrected. Speak out what is boiling in you and expose the wounds of your heart so that if surgery is needed, it be carried out.

      A CORRUPT CONSCIENCE (TITUS 1:15)

      The one who is saved but thinks that one can continue to sin either has a corrupt or seared spirit. For many people, the disease is evident only at the terminal level when it is too late to correct. When a person begins to think that he is something when he is nothing, he has opened the way for very many things to go wrong. He ends up by doing things that oppose his position, and always has some reason. I want to ask you, “Is there some sin in your life?” It may not look big, but it is there. During your quiet moments, the Holy Spirit says, “This is wrong,” but you brush it aside. You may even say, “I will think about it tomorrow.” You want your conscience to accept such a condition! Where are you palliating your sin? Where are you making it

      
        	light,

        	less serious,

        	less pressing,

        	and so on?

      

      When the Holy Spirit convicts you and you say, “I shall put it off afterwards,” you may never do so again. The only safety is that when the Umpire says, “This is wrong,” you say, “Yes, it is wrong,” and repent. Self-justification is a characteristic of people who are fighting against God. Tozer says, “I will put my Umpire within me.” When the Umpire blows his whistle, you can go and play for 10 years, it will change nothing. Are you in the condition to hear the first whistle? You start saying something, and the Umpire says, “Stop!” You could just stop or continue and finish it. You are without Him if you continue. Sometimes during a prophecy, the Holy Spirit may stop speaking. Spiritual people will stop mid-sentence. Carnal people will add their own words to it, continue and finish.

      Milton, in Paradise Lost said,  “I will put mine umpire in his rest. “ An umpire is the one called upon to decide, to choose or to enforce rules. That is just the function of conscience. Before you know the reason for it, he says, “No! No! No!” The thing is first known in the spirit before being taken to the mind later. Conscience is the inward monitor. Today, men still battle with the inward monitor. Today, they try to put it to sleep with sleep drugs. It arises. They slay it. It laughs. They laugh and joke about it, but they languish in the very depths of their hearts. Conscience says, “You are the man,” but men justify. Conscience says, “You are the man. You are judged,” but men say, “I am only doing what my predecessors did.”

      When there is the slightest troubling of conscience, before you find logical reasons, stop and obey. The reasons will come afterwards. Are there thefts in your past? Are there permitted thefts? You may say, “I was only getting what was due me,” but you are the man. You did not cooperate with the Holy Spirit at a level which was good. He may talk to you at short term as with a servant. He may not have any permanent plans for you. The Lord has told a number of people that they are worldly. They have a problem with God. They cannot love God. Often when God says so, such people ought to go before God and say, “Lord, You are right in Your judgment. What are the manifestations?” Because loving the world and the things of the world is first of all a spirit. A beggar may love the world with total zeal. Until the matter is settled at the level of the spirit, there can be no deliverance. Gluttony and laziness are spirits. Until it is settled at the spiritual, there can be no deliverance. There need to be an inward overthrow, followed by practical acts. What is rebellion? It is continuing to do something when the Holy Spirit has said ‘No!’ He may not tell you why he said ‘No,’ but He said it.

      The world is like a fiancée. The day we receive Christ, the fiancée dies. To love the world is like loving this dead fiancée. Those who love the world love death! In genuine conversion, the world is put aside completely. The first inward reaction after conversion is spite of the world and spite of its glory. If these things are lacking, there might have been no conversion at all. The conscience of the unbeliever is alive with the standards of God as Creator. At conversion, the conscience is made alive according to the standards of God as Father in the Lord Jesus Christ.

      Let us come back to a corrupt conscience. Where the conscience is corrupt, the person overtly takes wrong decisions and thinks that they are correct. The inward monitor is now a false one. He can no longer believe the truth, but does what his corrupt conscience bids him do. He has a corrupt conscience, not in a single domain, but in all domains. When things are exposed for someone with a corrupt conscience, in very many domains, you see a frightful picture. Everything is false! The whole being crumbles! All becomes dark, even where the person thinks that there is light. There is now a constant inability to confront the truth. His Daily Dynamic Encounters with God begin to go round and round instead of going to the central issues. And a person can be in that condition for forty years! When did you say ‘No,’ explain away or confess a smaller sin leaving out the major one when the Holy Spirit showed you?

      The fear of being known for what one is the beginning of problems. Where are you practising sin, something questionable or something hazy? Where are you practising something about which you are not sure? If your conscience is not clear because of the fact that things are hazy, it means you are against God. It also means you should hurry to the cross and hear Him. I am preoccupied with those who have a corrupt conscience because, unless they work on it at once, they will go from a corrupt to a seared conscience. The Holy Spirit is at this very moment telling some people, “Your conscience is corrupt. You established a lie. Now you are walking with yourself, not with Me.” The questions abides. As we were saying, “If Brother Donald went to the US embassy and said he was going to the US for two months and showed an invitation which says, “Invited to come for tourism,” it would be a spiritual corpse going there. His ministry would be soiled. He might even die there, for the end does not justify the means. The end cannot justify the means. The God who cannot lie cannot call anyone to lie on his behalf. When lies come in, God is no longer in it. To have the real reason in your heart, but present some superficial reason that is acceptable, is to come under the fury of God. God can never delegate anyone to lie for Him, for lies can only advance the kingdom of the devil. Lies cannot contribute even one thing in the construction of the Kingdom of God. Have you been lying, trying to help God? You are in danger. Is your conscience correct? Are there acts of corruption in your life, planned and carried out? Even if you hide them now, on that day when the sea shall give up its dead, it will come out.

      If someone comes to see you to discuss the condition of his heart, just say ‘No.’ He does not want to cooperate with God, for conscience is a man and his God. Everyone knows what is wrong. Everyone knows where he abandoned the truth. As I released my spirit just to receive what the brethren were saying in their prayers, I perceived that there were people running away from central issues. Suggestions from outside will not work. If a man is serious, tomorrow evening (Friday), let him withdraw to plead for mercy and to wrestle with God about the condition of his heart, and not come back until next Monday morning. You can explain it away, and we have already taught enough. Everyone whose heart is hardened knows where he is heading to. The problem is between the Holy Spirit and the human spirit. The Holy Spirit was meant to dwell in the centre of man.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      When they say a heart is hardened, it means that the Holy Spirit has been resisted steadily. There is a hard coating so that the conscience is no longer influenced by Him.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Man was supposed to be led from outside. When there is a coating in two areas, the person now becomes the captive of his soul. He walks by its components. No man can enter and break this. When people would not repent, they turn to man for calming of their consciences. Things only get worse, because there is no longer any communion. His meditations may lead to some fleshly excitements, because they are not accompanied by harsh obedience. Obedience will cost him too much. He may make resolutions with the will, of some

      
        	activities,

        	fasts,

        	a number of personal prayer nights,

        	Etc.,

      

      but they are not an overflow of the Holy Spirit. He may be practising sin, but carrying out this resolution. The Holy Spirit ought to be transmitting divine facts to the spirit, but because of this hard coating, the person is blocked. It is a domain in which you cannot help anyone.

      I want to acknowledge that in the last twenty-one years I do not know one man who loved the world and the things of the world who stopped loving them. I have seen people make some modifications here and there, but the central issues are not touched. Now, when Jesus said to the rich young ruler, “Go, sell all that you have...Come, follow me,” He was calling for radical heart surgery. He did not tell the rich young ruler to go, pay his tithes and offerings and come and follow Him. With that hard shell, it requires massive hammer work,  massive ruthlessness, and people are not ready for that. You would understand then why when Jesus called the disciples, they abandoned all in one go and came and followed Him. That was the only way the matter could be dealt with. And Jesus said, “He who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” Those words can never be broken. If a man loves money, increasing the percentage of his giving to God cannot solve anything. The problem is not that. His fundamental vision of

      
        	the Lord Jesus,

        	the world, and

        	the things of the world

      

      is false. Deal with it at the root of the spirit, and then the things of the world will first lose the power to please. Then they will become offensive. They may be endured, but you will not want to possess them any longer. Did you jump away from the central issue? You can only deceive yourself.

      There are some consciences that are so seared that there is no turning back. One thing with this is that there is no longer any fear of God. With grave things wrong in their walk with God, such people make as if there is nothing wrong. They sinned, but put aside the conviction. They may do things, but they are just acts. They are not done out of fellowship with God. Such people meditate and even deceive themselves that they heard God. I read something that said, “Man desires to be deceived.” People run away from the person who will point a finger at what is wrong. Some people fight against those who ask them to present their accounts. Some people say, “We have the accounts, but we won’t hand them in.” This is still this horror that man wants to be deceived. Each time light is pointed, you react. Instead of saying, “My faults are many,” you react against the light that pointed at it. It is evidence of a corrupt conscience. Some people say, “Just accept me as I am.” They are just saying, “Allow me in my corruption. I don’t want to change.” Such a person wants that they should say he is making progress when it is just horrible inside.

      Conscience addresses its message to the will. It says, “This is wrong! Act upon it. You are lazy. It is late to be up now, for you made a commitment to be up at 4 am.” Conscience addresses its verdicts to the will. When the message comes to the will, man is at crossroads. How the will will respond to this category of conscience will determine the future action of the conscience. It all depends on the response of the will. If it accepts the demands of conscience and acts on it, it will grow and develop. If it refuses and rejects it, conscience will gradually lose its ability to issue categorical verdicts. That is how the person sinks more and more until he begins to call good evil or he begins to justify himself. Anyone who justifies himself in any matter has begun to dig his own grave. Self-justification is a mark of people with ruined consciences, because it is fighting against light, saying, “I am not the only one.” When a person explains away the verdict of conscience he has lost God. And there are many who call themselves Christians when they have lost God. Their consciences were once awake, but they are now quite dead, because the verdicts of the conscience are no longer commanding.

      For the one who functions on a good conscience, the conscience takes the will to task. Enemies of God brush it aside. Even when they acknowledge that they have sinned, they lack the capacity for sustained sorrow. They push it off. The whole phenomenon is like something passing through the sea, leaving no mark. Immediately they were touched, they began to look for reasons to justify themselves. Then they blamed this or that person. After a number of times, the conscience was all crushed. Such people may continue to talk about God, but nowhere in their lives do you see any marks of God. There has never been any godly sorrow. Throughout life, if things are done or they are not done, it does not matter. Intimacy with God, the type that calls man for

      
        	hours,

        	days,

        	weeks, and

        	months,

      

      in a sustained relationship with God, is not there.  The will is the king of the soul.  The conscience is the king of the spirit. That is why a person can do very many activities, but there is no real growth in God, no increasing hunger for God, no progressive hatred of sin, and no progressive love of righteousness.

      Is that where you are? Such people cannot even know where they are in their walk with God.

      There are people who sin and when it is pointed out, they laugh instead of sorrowing. They want to push away the last bit of conviction. They know nothing of what; David said, “My sin is ever before me.”

      THE WEAK CONSCIENCE

      The weak conscience is the conscience which says, “It is wrong,” without any conviction; whereas the good conscience shouts, “This is wrong!” It paralyses one’s whole being and one is called to obey. With the weak conscience the voice is quietened and what is said lacks force. There are hypocrites who weep, but will not

      
        	change,

        	alter the situation, or

        	change for a day and

      

      are back to their sin the next day. They come before you and weep as if they are under conviction and go away laughing. They have become such stage comedians that there is no longer any hint of regret. There is no longer any walk with God. What distinguishes man from animals is conscience. Conscience is the faculty in man that relates with God. Animals have souls: minds, wills, emotions, but not consciences. When a hen has hatched young ones, get near there and you will get it quite hot! But she has no conscience. When a man has shattered his conscience, he has got to a position where he can no longer repent. He now has what is called a hardened heart. This tells you that there is a point of no return as to the destruction of conscience.

      That time when conscience spoke in a clear, sharp and insistent way is over. Is it now in your life? Or you have never known it at all? What was the last straw that broke the camel’s back? What was the last instance after which you ceased weeping to have offended God? Are you now weeping for the god ‘self? Your tears are no longer those for having offended the other party, but those of self-pity. Your conscience is now very corrupt or seared. You weep up emotions that seem to tell the others, “I have arrived.” There is no longer any giving up of sin.  There is confession without any

      
        	hatred of sin,

        	giving up of sin,

        	determination to change.

      

      To you, all is the same. In fact, when you find a conscience that is corrupt or seared, the person wants to jump to quick repentance to avoid going deep. He would not allow all the light to come in. Have you ever asked God to show you how corrupt your heart is? Do you know how corrupt and desperately wicked your heart is?

      When fellowship with God is broken because of sin, to say you have heard God is deep deceit. Sin is forgiven only when it is forsaken. Until a man has abandoned his sin, to say he has heard God, is deep self-deception. What sin dominated your life as an unbeliever and is in your life today? It means that there was no crisis in the central issue. You know a girl who rebelled against her parents. She will rebel against her husband. A man who did not provide for his mother or will not provide for his mother will not provide for his wife. The central ruin of a life is pointed out, but the person does not want to confront it. He goes to confront only superficial issues. There are some confessions and forsakings of sin that can be made a hundred times and darkness will abide in the person. The walk with God is orderly. That is why the disorderly person hardly ever walks well with God. Physical disorder reflects spiritual disorder. CT STUDD compelled a child to look for a lost button in six hours!

      People of a disorderly nature hardly know where they are in their walk with God. Abraham had to come back to where he had earlier parted company with God.

      
        
        “So Abraham went up from Egypt, he and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the Negev. Now Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. And he journeyed on from the Negev as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place where he had made an altar at the first; and there Abram called on the name of the Lord.” (Genesis 13 : 1-4).

      

      

      He raised up an altar to the Lord when he came back. He had to get right back there and begin to call upon the name of the Lord. He came back to where he had missed God. He acknowledged, “Here is where I missed God. I come back. From here, I will walk with You.” This is order. It is an orderly walk. Many believers do not know where things went wrong because theirs is a confused walk. The normal thing is that you should know where you lost God, get back there and, begin to go as required. If you do not know, you may hate God and accuse Him.

      Disorder is caused by sin committed over and over and not confessed and forsaken until you no longer know where to go back nor where to begin from. Because of God’s wondrous love, even in that confusion, if there is an honest heart towards God, He can show the person where he went wrong. But as we earlier said, man desires to be deceived. He would like to be shown something else other than what he must do, and God cannot do anything about it. Many people expect effortless victories. In which aspects of life do we have effortless victories? None. Those countries which got effortless independence are now war-torn or are constantly crying, “Give us aid!” People who are always asking for aid are ruined, because they want effortless things. People who want to walk with God wage war against disorder and light comes in. It takes war to say, “I have a dishonest heart. At all cost, I will strip off dishonesty.” It is not an easy cup of tea. The pathways of high results are abandoned when weaklings come across the slightest obstacle. In the last Olympics, a woman threw off 31 kilos of her body weight in six weeks! She went away with gold medals. She could equally have spent her whole life trying to strip off the 31 kilos . There are no victories without violence. No obstacles ever crumble without a total attack.

      God will not reveal the truth to those who do not want to change. He says, “My Spirit will not strive with man endlessly. “God always answers the obedient. When the Holy Spirit reveals sin to the conscience and the will repeatedly resists it, He soon allows the person. He soon leaves him to himself. God will always answer the obedient. If a person  no longer hear God’s voice, he should ask himself, “When did He speak and I did not obey? I go back there and I plead that He should speak. I shall hear and obey.” At every point, there are two pathways open - the pathway of obedience and the pathway of disobedience. When people think that they are doing evil to others, because much sin committed is against others, they unfortunately do not know that they are the sufferers. The person I want to be punished is not affected at all. You can only punish yourself. Your sin turns into a whip and lashes you. Imagine somebody who always escapes going out for evangelism. Others led him to the Lord and he became their pastor! Then he lands on the mission field. He will now want unbelievers to pile up so that he be their pastor! Self-knowledge is important even if it reveals you as a beast or as a father beast. Even if you were a Duke who said half the world was prostitute, the Lord is merciful. Tell Him, “I want to get back to a normal conscience. Show me the first thing that needs to be confessed and forsaken. I will confess it to the fullest extent and I will forsake it totally.” After that prayer, if the Lord finds you honest, He will show you what you need to know - a thing which if exposed will shatter all of your life. He points His finger at the central issue so that like the rich young ruler, you see your central issue. His central problem was not immorality nor falsehood. His central problem was love of money. The same as with Abraham. God told him, “Give me your son whom you love. Sacrifice him to me. You will strike him yourself.” Many of us want others to strike our Isaacs for us. You have to strike him yourself. I want you to ask God the question, “What must I do to come back to a normal functioning of my conscience, because the Bible says the Holy Spirit will guide? He guides through the conscience. When people violate their conscience and expect the Holy Spirit to guide, how will he guide them? Take some time of deep honesty before God. Maybe there are things you will have to pull down. All your fights with God as to the things to pull down talk of self-pity. They are monuments of self-pity to block you from repentance.

      We are dealing with a merciful Saviour.  He will come down in mercy.  He will come down in truth.

      THE MARKS OF AN ABNORMAL CONSCIENCE

      One fundamental mark of such a conscience is a lot of mistakes made. The person would think that he has made the right decision when, suddenly, it is found to be a total error. Now when people have firm convictions about errors, it is terrible. It is like, while driving a car, you find that petrol is finished while the indicator shows that there is still some petrol. The problem is that the  ‘Guiding System’ has gone wrong. I just began to think about a few examples that are coming up. A brother initiated four or five businesses and all of them failed. It is not a mistake. You may make a mistake once or twice, but when you begin four or five businesses in a stretch and they all fail, you have lost the trend. Your ‘orientation System’ has gone wrong.

      You go out of your way to please somebody or do something which he will accept. You think that you have the sermon of your life, and after preaching it, your audience expects you to begin your message. You think that you are hungry for God. Then you go into God’s presence and the whole thing is dry. For the unmarried, you see a sister and say if you just ask her hand for marriage, she would say, “This is the long awaited day.” Then you propose and you are just the person she would not have wanted to see at all. It were better the two of you were in different hemispheres. Such is a life of error throughout. Finally, you consider yourself as some sort of a Paschal Lamb. Your whole life can be summed up by “nothing holds together.” Everything is a threat. These are indications that the conscience is abnormal.

      In a bird’s eye view, we have discussed the seven conditions of the weak conscience. Initially, when one sins, a part of the conscience becomes insensitive. With more sin, the insensitivity spreads and intensifies. All sin does not violate the conscience to the same extent. When the Lord wakes a man to meditate at 4 am and he lies on till 4:30 am, it is not the same when he convicts a man, saying, “Go and restitute this thing you stole.” The two are not the same. They are at different depths. Conscience has to do with the light of God that is available now. It is God’s umpire depending on the light that has been given. The conscience of the unbeliever is his guide. In Romans, the apostle Paul talks of the unbeliever responding to the light that he has received.

      
        
        “(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now defending them).”(Romans 2:14).

      

      

      The conscience now functions as the law ‘defending them.’ Conscience is in man from birth because the spirit is in man from birth. How much light has this conscience got? Conscience is influenced by the environment. It is also influenced by what it does. In those traditions where a girl is required to have a child to prove that she is not sterile, the conscience has been seriously stifled. She would, however, not go about lying with men, because there is still the conscience that says, “It is wrong!” The father will not announce to people his bastard child as he would do those born in wedlock, because his conscience judges him.

      At conversion, the conscience is quickened. When the conscience is made alive, two pathways are open - light received to make the conscience more alive and darkness to further darken the conscience. From the new birth, some people start disobeying God. They soon do not know wrong from right. They just say all the brethren are the same. There is no light. The purposeful and purposeless believer he describes in the following words: “Each one is doing his call.” The believer who gives to God and the one who gives sacrificially, he describes as “each one according to his size!” There are things which, two years ago, were okay to you, but which have become horrible to you now because there has been growth in the knowledge of God and His will. There is the increase in the capacity to see from God’s perspective. Some people have instead degenerated in their seeing from God’s perspective. Look at this issue of ‘sanctifying Njangis.⁠1’ It shows that the conscience has been darkened. One of the proponents of the Njangi said, “Two years ago, if I heard that someone were in a Njangi, I would say he had backslidden from the Lord.” My uncle had seven Njangis. This means that he went out feasting seven days of the week! He lived a relaxed life till death. He was never known to have a fever from the age of one to sixty-four. Then, at sixty-five, he had a light fever and died. Njangi reflects a certain going back to man. It proclaims, “I have no authority to save, therefore, I must have some support from man to strengthen my crumbling character.” When a man begins to do the things that his conscience had earlier rejected, he has lost God. Some people think that spiritual growth is only

      
        	Bible reading,

        	Daily Dynamic Encounters with God,

        	Christian Literature reading,

        	Etc.

      

      If so, the devil would be the first in heaven, for he quoted scripture even more than Jesus!

      When a person obeys, the content of his conscience increases. This means that the capacity to lay hold on that which is God’s will increases. Somebody goes to the market and sees a thing for 10,000 Frs being sold for 500 Frs and wants to buy it. He is sick. He does not ask, “How comes it sells so cheap?” His conscience says, “It is stolen”, but he buys it. He has violated his conscience. With increasing obedience, conscience is strengthened to speak louder and to keep speaking louder so that at the slightest offence, you do not know what to do with yourself. Your whole being is shattered. You cannot continue sinning. So conscience gains ascendance with obedience and gains descendance with disobedience. When a person disobeys, he may take long fasts, crusades, etc., but there is nothing in the man that testifies to this. You are scandalised by the figures. It is like someone who says he studied English in Oxford, whereas his English is like the dialect - terrible! You cannot understand such a thing. The person whose conscience is wrong will do such

      
        	fasts,

        	prayer crusades,

        	giving to God,

        	etc.,

      

      but it will just be like this villager who says he studied English in Oxford.  Oxford left nothing on him!

      A man is where he is with his conscience. A man is where he has obeyed his conscience or not. There are some people who are always grumbling, murmuring and complaining. Such people cannot go far. That is why those who are very involved in politics are blocked because they see a lot that chokes them. They grumble about this and that. They are blocked because, as they grumble, they are spiritually on a descending pathway. A woman who is always murmuring or nagging cannot go far because she is living in a constant position of sin. If you are living in a nation whose laws and practices are the very opposite of righteousness; if your partner just does the opposite of what must be done; if your children are continually against righteousness; you must just separate yourself from these situations and live in your own world. If you do not do so, you will not make the required progress. You ought to get to a situation where you say, “This person will never offend me again,” or “I will never allow whatever happens in this nation to get at me again.” “I will never expect this company or this madman to pay me again.” Brethren, what do we expect from the world? I repeat, what do we expect from the world?

      The worldly believer expects much from the world. Because he is a believer, he sees God’s standards. Such a believer, who sees God’s standards and still expects something from the world, has an abnormal conscience. Let me give you an exercise. Make a list of those brethren whose preoccupation is the nation: its politics, its economies, and such things. Look at them. They are not seekers of God. The hunger for God as God is absent in such hearts. Why? Their consciences are on the sinking end. They have sinking consciences. A person who has a clear conscience has a whole range of clarity. There is mature, sustained and infantile clarity. When a person with an infantile clear conscience and another with a mature clear conscience are to commit the same sin, the harm done to the one with a mature clear conscience is much. If they laid off or sacked an office sweeper and a Head of State from work, the two have been sacked, but the impact is different. The mature (and maturity is not age), will suffer more. It is intimacy with God entered into and maintained. Mature persons should labour to ensure that they do not soil their consciences in any way. They should rather die than sin! You know what is at stake. Whoever encourages you to take a lower position, at all cost, stand in your acquired position and shake off the idea violently. If you were to lose it, the harm caused would be irredeemable.

      Do you know who you are to God? I repeat, do you know who you are to God? Do you know the critical importance of your divine assignment? Anyone who does not know these things is playing the simpleton. Why? He would not know what is forbidden to someone of a certain level and rank. He does not know what he must not own, even though others own them. He does not know where he must not go even though others go there, etc. Because of the critical place that we have in God’s heart, lack of the critical nature of the appointment received, makes people play the laws of the ordinary and the consequences are tragic beyond all that we can say. If you do not know who you are to God, you may not know what to protect and the birds of the air will come and snatch it. If you do not know, you may consider the demands of God too high. If you do not know who you are to God, you may not know why He should punish you for the slightest error, while others do the same thing and nothing happens to them. Those who know how these things go with one’s walk with God become meticulous in protecting their walk with God.

      CONSCIENCE AND CHURCH-PLANTING

      Conscience touches on everything. The man with a corrupt conscience will plant a church laden with people of corrupt consciences. A man with a weak conscience will impart his weak conscience upon those he is building.

      
        	The corrupt pioneer will produce spiritual children who are corrupt.

        	The selfish church-planter will produce children who are like him.

        	The spiritual eagle will produce other spiritual eagles.

        	The man who is desperate to know God will produce spiritual children who are desperate to know God.

        	The man who knows who he is to God and maintains his position before God will produce spiritual children who know who they are to God and who labour to maintain their position before Him.

      

      Will you accept what God has been saying? Will you obey what God has been saying?

      The tragedy of many people is that they are dealing with cheap grace. Such grace cannot be of the cross. We cannot continue without the knowledge of what repentance is. Honesty says, “I am not yet ready to repent. God, my heart is hardened, even now. I plead for Your touch on my life which will lead to repentance. Amen.”
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