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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book “Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 3)” is the 15th in the Prayer power series. The books in this series that have already been written are:

      
        
          	
        The Way Of Victorious Praying
      

      	
        The Ministry Of Fasting
      

      	
        The Art Of Intercession
      

      	
        The Practice Of Intercession
      

      	
        Praying With Power
      

      	
        Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer
      

      	
        Moving God Through Prayer
      

      	
        The Ministry Of Praise And Thanksgiving
      

      	
        Waiting On The Lord In Prayer
      

      	
        The Ministry Of Supplication
      

      	
        Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer (Volume 1)
      

      	
        Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer (Volume 2)
      

      	
        The Centrality Of Prayer
      

      	
        Prayer and Spiritual Intimacy
      

      	
        Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 3)
      

      	
        The Art of Worship
      

      	
        Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Vol. 4)
      

      	
        Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Vol. 5)
      

      	
        Learning To Importune In Prayer
      

      	
        Prayer And A Walk With God
      

      	
        From His Prayer files 
      

      	
        Learning To Importune In Prayer
      

      	
        Prayer and Holiness
      

      	
        Pray or Perish
      

      	
        Pray Without Ceasing
      

      

      

      Prayer is central to any work and to any move of God. We have been burdened for very many years now about praying, and are labouring to pray ever increasingly. We have been burdened about the centrality of prayer and have laboured to lead individuals into seeing the necessity of prayer, and to actually pray. We have been burdened to lead churches into seeing the necessity of prayer and into praying.  As I prayed alone, and as we travelled and taught about prayer, I took down key thoughts for myself that came through as I prayed  alone, as I led others in prayer and as we taught on prayer.

      In this book we share with you some of the thoughts that came through between the 9th of May 2000 and the 25th of October 2002.

      Our prayer is that by God’s grace you will find in this book some thoughts that will revolutionise and stir your heart to pray and pray and pray.

      
        
        May our God bless you exceedingly.

        Your brother in Christ,

      

      

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      It is not enough that some are at the place of prayer while some stay away. God answers prayers not only in direct proportion to the numbers present at the place of prayer, but also in indirect proportion to those who ought to be at the place of prayer but who are absent.
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      The more the believers who are absent from the place of prayer, the less the Lord answers the prayers of those who are present.

      YAOUNDE, 22/06/ 2000.
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “A curse on him who is lax in doing the Lord’s work! A curse on him who keeps his sword from bloodshed!” (Jeremiah 48 : 10).

      

      

      When the people of the Lord are gathered at the place of prayer, the extent to which the Lord answers their prayer will be influenced in part by the number of people who are actively involved in the praying. The extent to which God answers prayers at a corporate prayer meeting is indirectly proportional to the number of people who though present, pray very little or do not pray at all. The prayerlessness of some at the place of prayer limits the extent to which the Lord will answer the prayers of those who pray. Those who do not pray or who do not pray much do great harm to the results that are obtained by those who pray.
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      YAOUNDE, 22/06/2000.
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            FALSEHOOD AND PRAYING TO THE LORD

          

        

      

    

    
      There is one place where lying, deceit, falsehood, guile, pretence is fatal beyond description. That place is the place of prayer. Those who lie, deceive, practise falsehood, guilt and pretence in prayer are hardening their hearts and after that God takes over and hardens their hearts. Those who practise falsehood cannot know God.

      YAOUNDE, 06/07/2000. 
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            FALSEHOOD AND PRAYING TO THE LORD

          

        

      

    

    
      Nothing that is tainted with falsehood can appear before the Lord Almighty for He is the holy, holy, holy one.

      Praying with falsehood in the heart is an attempt to convert the Holy of holies into a place of lying. To pray to impress human beings is dangerous beyond telling. To know what should be prayed but hold back because of the fear of man is evil beyond telling.

      YAOUNDE, 06/07/2000. 
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right” (1 Samuel 12 : 23).

      

      

      Failure to pray for the people led is sin.

      YAOUNDE, 15/07/2000. 
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      The principal leader of the flock is the Principal Intercessor for the people.

      YAOUNDE, 15/07/2000.
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      The praying believer has been promoted to the number two post of highest rank in the entire universe. He has been promoted to the position of co-ruler of the universe with the God of Heaven. The praying believer rules the universe.

      Prayer power is the power that rules the universe.

      YAOUNDE, 25/07/2000. 
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            WHAT PRAYER DOES TO THE PRAYING ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “For anyone who eats and drinks without recognising the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak, sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world” (1 Corinthians 11 : 29-32).

      

      

      Prayer without passion is burdening God.

      Prayer from an empty heart is very offensive to God.

      Prayers from an unburdened heart do not build but destroy the relationship with God.

      Empty words that are thrown at God make future appearance before God an offence to Him.

      The place of meeting God is the place of meeting Him for great blessing or great curses.

      After many times of resisting God about sin that has been revealed but would not be forsaken, the person who continues to pray while doing nothing to abandon his sin will soon be hardened. He will then make noise before God to a sealed heaven and yet rejoice that God is hearing him.

      YAOUNDE, 01/08/2000. 
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            WHAT PRAYER DOES TO THE PRAYING ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said : ‘Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honoured’” Aaron remained silent (Leviticus 10 : 1-4).

      God is offended by all who take Him for a ride of light-heartedness.

      Prayer can build a person’s relationship with God or destroy it.

      Words carelessly thrown at God offend Him and ensure that when the same person appears again before God, his presence is offensive to the Almighty because God was taken lightly.

      If a person comes before God and draws God’s attention but has nothing that he wants to talk to God about, but just says anything that comes into his mouth, such a person has not only committed the sin of prayerlessness. Such a one has offended God. Such a person has not only offended God. Such a one has committed the sin of insulting God.

      Noise made in the presence of God is not prayer. It is great evil.

      Prayer that does not flow from a fear of God is sin. It is the careless words uttered by a worldling.

      To pray prayers that when not answered will not deeply trouble the one who prayed is great evil.

      Before a person prays, he has come to a settled position about what the prayer will produce. He then prays to ensure that the desired end is produced.

      Before a person prays he must ask, “Is this prayer a must? Is the answer to this prayer indispensable? When a person decides that the prayer is indispensable he must then pray. When a person decides that the prayer is absolutely necessary, he must then pray.

      Prayer, being the most serious work on earth, is also the most dangerous.

      Prayer, being the most blessed work a person can do, can also be the work that destroys a man to the utmost.

      The great moves of God are also accompanied by the great judgments of God.

      Prayer is delicate business.

      Prayer can build or it can destroy.

      Prayer can promote or it can demote.

      Prayer can raise or it can pull down.

      Prayer can move God’s favour on the praying one or move down His disfavour on the praying one.

      YAOUNDE, 01/08/2000.
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            PRAYER AND ANSWERS

          

        

      

    

    
      To multiply prayer topics is not a wonder.

      Anna carried out the prayer for one burden and gave her all to it. It look 84 years and then God answered and history was made. She closed her heart and her all to all else and prayed for only one thing until God answered.

      YAOUNDE, 05/09/2000. 
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            PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL DEMOTION

          

        

      

    

    
      When a person refuses to pray or continues to pray seriously but less than he did before, he has opted for spiritual demotion.

      YAOUNDE, CAMEROON, 09/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      Without a solid prayer base for a work, that work is built on sand.

      YAOUNDE, CAMEROON, 12/05/00

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            13

          

          
            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      The first place in any work is the place of prayer.

      YAOUNDE, CAMEROON, 12/05/00
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            PRAYER AND HOLINESS

          

        

      

    

    
      Without utter holiness on the part of the one or the ones who pray, the prayers of one person for one year or one hundred years and the prayers of one million people for one year or for one hundred years will not move God. If there is sin in a heart, sustained praying is sustained waste of time. Personal holiness and collective holiness must precede the praying that will move God.

      VIZAG, INDIA, 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      The Lord God Almighty must be my sole audience in prayer. I must aim at His ear. I must aim exclusively at His ear. I must not desire the ear of man. I cannot seek the Lord as my audience and also seek man as my audience. I must choose. I have chosen to pray exclusively to the Lord God Almighty.

      I will labour to ensure that I never pray until there is contact between the Lord and me.

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      I have what I have prayed through. I do not have what I have not prayed through. If the Lord God has ten things to give me and I pray two of these things through, He will give me the two that I have prayed through. I will forfeit the eight that I did not pray through.

      The Lord God Almighty wants to save everyone. Lord Jesus died on the cross for the salvation of the whole world. The number of people who are actually saved is determined by the price that has been paid for the lost in prayer.

      The Lord Jesus wants all who are saved to become perfect in the Lord. The number of those that actually reach perfection are determined by the extent to which their perfection is accomplished at the place of prayer.

      The most determinant place in the universe is the place of prayer.

      I am what my prayers have produced.

      My ministry is what my prayers have produced.

      My wife, my children, my lovers, my friends, my co-workers are what my prayers or my prayerlessness have produced.

      If great things are not happening, it is because of prayerlessness.

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      God has ordained that for total victory the entire Church must be at the place of prayer. The place of prayer is the place where things happen in the Spirit.

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      If God’s generals were to withdraw from the secondary, tertiary and quaternary issues of church duties and give themselves exclusively to the primary duty of prayer, and stay at the place of prayer and increase continuously in prayer, they would rend the heavens and God would come down in His fullest Might, and in one year more would be done than has been done in the last one hundred years. If the generals were to take ten years of praying as their sole pre-occupation, and moved God to do in one year what He would otherwise not have done in one hundred years, they would have gained at least ninety years for every ten years invested.

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      God has ordained that for total victory the entire army must be at the battle front.

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      Expansions are not based upon opportunities alone. They are based upon the resources available. The resource of prayer is the critical resource. A person only truly has what he has prayed through.

      A man’s resource is determined by how much time is spent in prayer-how much time is spent in the Lord’s presence. The more time he spends in God’s presence, the more resource he has and the more he can give to others. The less time he spends in God’s presence, the less resource he has and the less he has from the Lord to give to others. With little time in God’s presence, a man who does many things is at best an activist. He is no spiritual leader.

      Spiritual leadership is born in the presence of God – at the place of prayer.

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      Our greatest power in prayer comes when we can go to God and say, “Lord, You have promised.”

      TRIVANDRUM, INDIA 06/06/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      The place of prayer is where the vision is

      
        
          	
        born
      

      	
        nurtured
      

      	
        matured
      

      	
        communicated
      

      	
        received
      

      	
        incorporated
      

      	
        acted upon.
      

      

      

      VIZAG, INDIA 29/05/00
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened” (Psalm 66:18).

      

      

      
        
        “Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him” (1 John 3:21 – 22).

      

      

      The believer must have a clear conscience about himself in relationship to the Lord and a clear conscience about himself in relationship to others to pray effectively.

      TRIVANDRUM, INDIA 06/06/00
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            PRAYER AND BURDEN

          

        

      

    

    
      I will not say prayers. I will cry out to God.

      I will not pray to ease my conscience for having prayed.

      I will not pray to appear as a praying person.

      I will not pray to please someone.

      I will not pray to maintain the routine of my life.

      YAOUNDE, CAMEROON 05/09/00
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            THE POWER OF PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      Prayer transforms the ordinary word into a revelational word.

      Prayer transforms the ordinary word into a word of power.

      Prayer transforms the ordinary things into extraordinary things.

      Prayer transforms ordinary men into extraordinary men.

      Prayer causes the power of God to rest upon human beings.

      The one who prays is a holy imperialist, ruling the world with Christ through prayer.

      There is no limit to the praying person.

      There is no limit to the one who prays.

      Prayer has no frontier.

      Prayer has no limit.

      Prayer is as exalted as God.

      Prayer is as Omnipotent as God.

      To pray is to share the divine divinity.

      Everything is possible to the one who prays.

      YAOUNDE, CAMEROON 25/09/00
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            PRAYER AND BURDEN

          

        

      

    

    
      I will not raise to God as prayer anything that if He did not answer, would not hurt me deeply. I will only raise to the Lord those things that if He did not answer, would leave me a shattered person. I will only raise to the Lord those things that must be answered for the advance of His Kingdom or the advance of my walk with Him.

      YAOUNDE, CAMEROON 05/09/00
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