
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


[image: ]



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      YOU MAY NOW BE SEATED

    

    
      First edition. February 20, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Christopher Avell and George Kreger.

    

    
    
      Written by Christopher Avell and George Kreger.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


INTRODUCTION
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The world of church chairs is constantly evolving! This is now the third edition of “You May Now Be Seated”, in less than a decade. The need for this third edition in many ways flows from the effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on churches across the country.  Those effects have resulted in some growing trends that we have identified since the pandemic.  We will focus on those in Part II of this edition.  
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Part I will continue to focus on what has long been the most common style of church chair.  By this we mean a four-leg metal frame with two thick seat cushions, one for the chair seat and the other for the chair back.  This style chair has been popular for decades now and I am sure it will continue to be popular.  So, Part I will focus on this style of chair.
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Part II though will focus on a growing trend within the church chair market, again because of the pandemic.  We’ll share that trend in Part II, so please keep reading!

This guide is written for church leaders who want to buy chairs wisely—without overspending, sacrificing comfort, or getting surprised after delivery.



Proverbs 18:15


The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge.
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YOU MAY NOW BE SEATED (Third Edition): A Wise Man’s Guide to Purchasing Church Chairs

Let me begin with the premise that your church is considering purchasing new church chairs. All too often the plan to make this happen goes something like this: “We’ll go online, compare some prices, pick the best color, and we’ll have some new chairs for our worship center on their way! “




But then reality hits!



Buying church chairs isn’t as simple as purchasing a new pair of pants, or a new projector screen, or even a new car! When buying chairs for your church, there begins to appear a seemingly endless number of factors to consider such as:




	
	Chair Width

	Fire Rating

	Back Style

	Front Style

	Construction

	Warranty

	Pricing



	
	Domestic vs. Imported

	Lumbar Support

	Freight Costs

	Accessories

	Storage

	Comfort

	Delivery Time







All this can be very dizzying, especially since every church chair supplier you interact with or website you visit will stress their features as being better or more important.

How do you know who is telling the truth? What does your church really need to consider when buying chairs and what is just fluff and marketing?

This guide is filled with practical principles that can empower your church as you work your way through the purchasing process.

Don’t worry! In just a few minutes’ time you will be an expert on church chairs!
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WHERE TO BEGIN


Five considerations before purchasing those new chairs.



Below are five very important factors your church should consider before investing in any chair. For ease of understanding the preferable choice is always in green while the less desirable choice is always represented in red.



#1: MANUFACTURER VS. IMPORTER


There are companies that manufacture church chairs and then there are importers that pretend to be manufacturers. Phrases like “built to our

specifications” and “assembled in the USA” can be strong indicators that these chairs have been produced by a third-party offshore factory, and then simply imported to be resold. I would avoid investing in third-party importer chairs.

Another way to spot an importer is in the inability to customize your church chairs with a choice of finishes and options. Since importers do not actually control the factory where these chairs are made, they are very limited in the customizations they can provide. Warranty support on third-party chairs is often very limited if not non-existent (see #2 below).

I cannot overstate our recommendation that your church purchase chairs from a representative of an actual manufacturer versus an importer (representing themselves as a manufacturer). The long-term satisfaction level of churches that follow this recommendation is significant.
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