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Dedicated to my beautiful daughter Rebekah – I wanted to call her Faith. I was so enamoured with faith at the time I would’ve named everything Faith. Her mother preferred Rebekah and I agreed it suited our gorgeous little bundle better.


My daughter is now in her 50s, mother to two handsome grandsons, Finn and Sonny. Bek has been many things to her mother and me over the years, but when I look at her, I am reminded of when God worked into this feeble frame a faith to conquer mountains.


It is my Pleasure to dedicate these pages to my beautiful and only daughter, Rebekah Faith.


My deepest thanks also to my Queen, sweet Chris, who has walked with me through valleys and mountains of this adventure. Thanks Babe for the many hours editing this book.
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FOREWORD






Editing this sixth edition in 2025, I realise how many years have passed since the first draft in the early 1980s. It’s encouraging to me that my concepts of faith have not changed, only grown stronger, broader, richer and deeper.


I wrote this book after starting our church in Sydney in 1980. We had also begun planting churches in Australia. At that time, we met in a large, rented warehouse. We had not put up a single building at that point. We were still in the planning stages. We had purchased land but were still seeking permission from our local government to build on it. We met strong opposition to our building plans from all quarters for eight years. They were rejected three times by the local government in a very public debate. We were on national television and in local newspapers, in a negative light. A significant portion of our local community opposed our development plans. We prayed, committing everything to God and surrendering ourselves to Him.


Even though we endured bleak days, I found it difficult not to believe we would eventually see God's great hand move.


I had prayed the prayers,


believed God and seen the dream.


It lived in me on days


when I didn't even want it to.


When faith births the ‘substance of things hoped for’, that substance lives in us, as real as a child in a mother's womb.


Then, a breakthrough. Everything changed. The council voted unanimously for our approval. We staggered the building process over a four-year period. When finally completed, we asked the Prime Minister (at the time) of Australia, the Honourable John Howard, to open the facility. Amazingly, he accepted, a first in Australian history. All the councillors, politicians, and residents (many of whom opposed us), came to the opening with handshakes and congratulations. We were once again on national television on the six o'clock news, but this time, with a different angle. The Prime Minister’s endorsement sent a powerful signal through the city. From then on, permission to build was easy.


Further, the suite of buildings, valued today at many, many millions of dollars, is debt-free.


A young minister said to me a few years ago that he wasn't so sure of the faith message I was preaching until he saw the results. He said he now believed the message; however, the essence of faith is believing something before you can see it.


We currently have over 600 churches in our movement, many of which are from our congregation, which meets in the building in Sydney.


C3 College, online and onsite, operates in these buildings, training men and women for ministry, leadership, and the arts, graduating hundreds of ministers every year.


We also started our School, Oxford Falls Grammar, over 40 years ago in a small, rented hall with thirteen students. We now have over 1,200 students, covering every grade from Kindergarten to Senior School, located across the highway from our Church. More than the beautiful School buildings, though, we have achieved a high level of academic excellence for our students.


In the past, two hundred million people were viewing our TV program, 'Your Best Life', produced in our own onsite C3 TV studio. These studios are now used extensively for online broadcasts.


God continues to increase and expand us, empowering us to do the most important work on Earth, bringing salvation to those who are lost.


I share these great works God has done to underline the principles of this book.


All that we have done, are doing, and are going to do is faith from God in our leadership team, our ministers and our congregation, so we can say, ‘Come, see what the Lord has done’.




We dreamed a dream, believed in God, stood on His Word, and today walk in fulfillment of those prayers.


Faith victories are always amazing stories, but faith is bigger than this. Tragically, in the Christian world, we have seen ministers fall, notable Christians fall away, and some believers settle for less than their best.


One of faith’s most significant achievements is to survive the trials of living for God in an opposing world. Staying sunny despite the clouds over us; Christ is in us. Our faith is the same courage and endurance as those in Hebrews chapter eleven.


Faith, not for a select few, is imperative for us all. Without it, we cannot please God. By faith we are saved. We walk, live and breathe by faith.















Our pathway to heaven is the pathway of faith.















INTRODUCTION






As a young Christian, I was drawn to faith like a child to ice cream. I cruised Christian bookstores for hours, poring over every book on every subject. Kind-hearted church members referred us to many books. Whatever they felt was essential for us, we needed to read.


I read everything from Watchman Nee’s Spiritual Man (all three volumes) to easily digestible books like Dave Wilkerson’s ‘The Cross and the Switchblade’. We covered Hal Lindsay’s last day signs, Richard Wurmbrand’s prison experiences and Merlin Caruthers’ praise. For me at that time, spending time in a Christian bookstore was heaven.


All these, I’m sure, helped my spiritual life. However, one day I came across a book that surpassed all others for me at the time–God places books in our hands to impart the gift of the author.




The gift of the writer travels from the book to the reader.


The book, ‘Ever Increasing Faith’, a biography of Smith Wigglesworth, an English plumber, recounts miraculous story after miraculous story of his extraordinary faith in God. After reading the first page, I was on fire. I put it down, went to the centre of town and preached on the streets that night. When I picked it up again, I finished it. Smith Wigglesworth was my hero. I discovered he never read any other book than the Bible, so I didn’t either, for about eighteen months anyway. As I read his biography, it was like he was laying his hands on me.


Every page poured faith into me. Everything in the Bible seemed to be about faith, genealogies included. God taught me faith. It got inside me.


All of us walk by faith. It’s imperative as believers. We are saved by faith. We live by faith. We pray in faith. We come to God in faith. We imitate Abraham, the great patriarch of faith. The shield of faith ‘covers all’,[1] defeating Satan’s attacks.


The gift of faith given by the Holy Spirit to some for certain moments accomplishes extraordinary feats for God.


Faith relates to every area. We need it for everything.


I’m excited to write this book. I know you’ll be inspired for a faith-filled life. We’re embarking on a journey of faith that God planned for all of us.


God told Abraham to leave his house, town and homeland, but He didn’t tell him where to go. Being seventy-five, it wasn’t exactly the best time of life to set out for unknown lands. But he did. Instead of choosing security amongst his own people, he obeyed God.


He is remembered as one of Earth’s greatest, but he began like us, made of the same clay we are. God is no respecter of persons.




Your possibilities are as high as your faith is.


Abraham stepped into the unknown. Few young families would take this step, let alone a man near eighty.


Hebrews 11:8: ‘He went out, not knowing where he was going…’


Following Christ means we walk by faith. Moses led three million people from Egypt to their promised land, walking through a wilderness for forty years. Elijah walked six weeks to Mt. Horeb to meet with God. All acted in faith, fulfilling their God-given call again and again. Travelling the world, Paul brought Christ to foreign people and planted churches everywhere. The most significant step of all was Jesus coming from Heaven to Earth to rescue us.


Faith draws us near to God, the ruler of Heaven and Earth, Almighty God. It’s impossible to please Him without faith[2]. Faith grows when we’re near to Him. We are people of faith, the importance of which cannot be overstated. Scripture reveals faith is needed for us to walk with God successfully.


Paul states in Romans 14:23:


‘Whatever is not from faith is sin.’


Romans 1:17 declares:


‘The just shall live by faith.’


Hebrews Chapter 11 reveals the common denominator of all Bible heroes is one thing, FAITH.


Mark tells us even God works by faith. He interprets the command of Jesus ‘Have faith in God’, in Mark 11:22 as:


‘Have the faith of God.’


God operates by faith, creating the universe from nothing by speaking and believing what He says will happen.


Paul tells us in Romans 4:17:


‘God calls into being those things which do not exist’,


Or as other translations put it:


‘God calls those things that are not as though they were.’


Hebrews 11:3 says:


‘By faith we understand that the worlds were created by the Word of God.’


Galatians 2:20 tells us that Paul himself: 


‘lives by the faith of the Son of God.’ (meaning Jesus also lived by faith).


Faith’s greatest act ever was Jesus sacrificing His life for us, His declaration, 


‘My soul shall rest In peace. Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither will you allow your holy one to see corruption.’[3]


Placing His life entirely in the hands of God, He knew He would rise again. How? He knew His Father’s word could be trusted. You can’t do anything when you’re dead, but Jesus believed His Father would keep His Word. Jesus lived by faith. His faith lives in you and me. One thing you and I need in our ‘Thomas generation’, without doubt, is FAITH!


God responds to faith, not need, sincerity, urgency, or our religious acts. We can cry, ‘We need this, Lord, we really need it’, but if need moved God, He wouldn’t show up in our Western nations. There are far greater needs in developing nations than we face.


We think sincerity moves God. It’s good, but without faith, it’s powerless. We can be sincerely wrong and sincerely doubtful. We must be genuine, but sincerity is not a basis for life. Genuine faith is.


We believe that if our situation is urgent enough, God will intervene. ‘God, You have to move right now. If you don’t, this situation will blow up!’ This doesn’t move God either.


Faith does that.


Believing and acting on His Word.


Without faith, nothing happens except worry, fear, and doubt, bringing anxiety and depression.


Faith pleases God. Unbelief doesn’t.


Unbelief not only displeases God but also limits Him.


God moves in the environment of faith.


Faith is a spirit. It is an attitude. It’s confidence.


Faith knows what no one else does.


It sees what no one else can.


It’s the currency of heaven. Use it to trade in God’s world.


In a world of doubt, a ‘Thomas generation’, we trust our wisdom, not God’s. This has left us worried, withered, weak, and far from God, feeling hopeless in a world plagued by problems.


The great encourager, Barnabas, was filled with faith. He had faith in God, others and himself. When no one else believed in Paul, he did. When no one else believed that God could transform the Christian-hater Paul, Barnabas did. When no one else believed they could disciple this Christian-killer, Barnabas did. We must be men and women of faith.


These people change the world. This is your call. These uncommon people of faith transform everything. You become those who ‘conquered kingdoms’, by faith. God has dealt faith to everyone of us. It increases because we intentionally grow it, speaking God’s Word to ourselves. Like a muscle, faith grows with use. We act on our faith, and it grows.


THE WORD OF GOD


Faith entwines with the Word. Faith comes from the Word. As faith increases, so faith in the Word grows, being the cycle of faith God lives in. You can’t get faith anywhere else, not miracles, knowledge, creation or wisdom. Faith comes from His Word.


One of the wisest men ever, Job, said, 


‘I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.’ (Job 23:12)


He was the wealthiest man of the East. The measure of blessing we have reflects the measure of God’s Word in us.


Psalm 1:2-3 says:


‘The man who delights in the Word of God and mediates in it day and night will be like a tree planted by rivers of water. His leaf will not wither. He will bring forth fruit in season. And, whatever he does will prosper.’


No room for His Word, no blessing.


What measure of time do we give social media compared to the Word? Most spend more on social media than on the Word. You become what you feed on. No matter what tempts us away, we should discipline ourselves for time in His Word.


There’s a difference between truth and the facts. A big difference. Although people are quick to give us ‘facts’, our faith, focus and fight are based on truth, not facts. God’s Word stands high, opposing the challenges we face. We choose to believe God’s Word, or ‘facts’. The fact may be you’re sick, but the truth says, ‘His stripes healed you’.[4] 


Choose truth every time, and blessing follows. Truth contradicts circumstances. Peter told Jesus they fished all night and ‘caught nothing, nevertheless at Your word we will let down nets for a catch.’[5] How does a carpenter tell fishermen how to fish? But Peter knew this was no mere carpenter. Jesus was God. He chose truth over facts, which said there were no fish out there. Truth said, ‘There are fish. Get out there, haul them in!’ Truth trumps facts every time.


God told Joshua to meditate on His Word so that he would succeed in the war to take possession of Canaan. God wants us to build His church, His Kingdom, so we must do what Joshua did: fill ourselves with the Word and nurture our faith. The alternative is horrifying—a failure of the worst kind. People’s eternal life depends on us stepping out in faith to bring Christ to this world. God’s Word relates to everything, covering every area of human life.


The most remarkable literary composition ever, it’s God’s library of sixty-six books, some long, some short, including all literature - history, biography, poetry, songs, proverbs, hymns, letters, laws, parables, prophecies, dramas revealing the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the destiny of believers and the doom of sinners. The doctrines are holy, the precepts binding, the histories valid, and their determinations immutable. It is authentic, authoritative, and all-powerful. Over forty different authors wrote the sixty-six books on five continents over two thousand years. The odds of it ever being in harmony are beyond rational explanation.


It has been said that man could not have written it if he would, and would not have written it, if he could!


It contains light to illumine and food to nourish. It has been called the traveller’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, the Christian’s charter. The Bible opens heaven’s gates and reveals the gates of hell. It rewards all who heed it, condemning outright those who spurn it.


It will be opened at Judgment to condemn sin and exalt righteousness. It is indestructible. Countless attempts have been made to destroy it. Jesus Himself said it would never pass away. The Bible fits the soul of humans like a key to a lock. Thousands of miracles occur around the world every day, as people claim Bible promises for themselves. Always up to date on any subject, it is historically and scientifically accurate. Nothing has, nor ever will, prove it to be wrong. It is God’s Mighty Word.


Paul said he preached the Word of faith: 


Romans 10:8:


‘… the word of faith which we preach’


He also told us in Romans 10:17:


‘faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.’


God has given thousands of promises to you and me in Scripture to believe and act on. By these, we partake of the divine nature.[6] 


Isaiah, who said, ‘God’s ways are not our ways’, also told us His Word rains on us from heaven. It is seed planted in the ground, it is bread; also a river, snow, and like the sun gives life to all it rises on.


A seed remains dormant until planted. So is the Word until we activate it by believing it. The Word is Jesus, and He is the Word. Believing the Word is believing Jesus. Jesus worked miracles when people believed in Him. We unlock the power of the Word when we believe it.


Committing ourselves to Christ is committing ourselves to the Word. Receiving Scripture is receiving Christ. Paul told Timothy to avoid all the empty chatter, disputes, philosophies, fables and reasoning of the world. Instead, he said, ‘Preach the Word’.[7] The Word gives life. The Word feeds the spirit of God’s people. The Word provides answers.


Deuteronomy 8:3:


‘Man shall not LIVE by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’


All of us can preach the Word. You don’t need a high education to preach God’s Word. Education is good, but a lack of it doesn’t mean you can’t be effective. The Word saves the lost. The Word sets people free, heals the sick, guides, reveals the mind of God and creates faith in believers.


There’s the story of a man who fell off a cliff. Falling, he managed to grasp a tree growing out of the cliff-face. There was no way to climb up. He looked down a thousand feet. No way there either.


Thinking ‘this is a good time to talk to God’, he called, ‘Anyone up there?’


A voice returned, ‘Yes’.


‘Are you God?’ he asked.


The voice replied, ‘Yes’.


‘Can you help me?’ the man asked.


‘Yes,’ came the reply.


‘What now?’ the desperate man called.


‘Firstly, do you trust me?’ God asked.


‘Yes, sure,’ said the man.


God answered, ‘Let go of the branch.’


Looking up into the heavens, he shouted, ‘Anyone else up there?’.


People believe. Our nature is to believe. If we don’t put faith in God, we will put it elsewhere. Believing is essential to the human heart, mind, and soul. Without faith, we fall apart.


The biggest robbery of the 21st century - is the robbery of faith.


Falling away from faith, we fall away from God.


Hebrews 3:12 says:


‘Beware lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, and fall away from the living God.’


People denying God turn away from the living God to dead gods, false religions or empty ceremonies, all mimicking the real God. Religion is a poor substitute for the living God. Faith discovers He’s real. He responds to people who believe.
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