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Episode 2

 

A Call to Action

 

 

John is seconds behind Deontay and Sam. A stitch nags his side and he doubles over just outside the bungalow’s door, nausea washing over him.

“Not now,” he says, gritting his teeth. He rises and clutching the doorframe, pulls himself inside.

Muddy tracks mar the white living room carpet. John’s heart pounds as he crosses the room. The prints are not human.

A wail of pain and horror greets his entrance into the kitchen.

“Call 911!” Asadi cries. He sits upon the blood-smeared floor, a woman cradled in his lap. She gasps for breath.

Sam kneels beside Taqiya, her face streaked with tears. Her fingers are pressed to Taqiya’s wrist. Deontay has vanished.

“Oh, Taqiya, Taqiya. Why did I leave you alone?” Asadi says. His fingers cover the wound in her stomach, the wound where the baby had once been and from which her lifeblood now flows. It is like trying to stem the ocean with a cork.

Sam looks up into John’s face and shakes her head. “It’s too late.”

“NO!” Asadi shouts. His words shift into another language and then back to English. “Call 911! We can save her.”
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“There is no saving her,” John says. “All you can do now is say goodbye.”

Asadi shakes his head. His handsome face contorts with rage, but the expression fades when Taqiya grips the collar of his shirt.
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