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Dedication

To The First-Time Voter In Punjab, Who Does Not Vote Based On Legacy, But Based On Logic.

To The Booth-Level Worker, Who Protects Democracy Quietly While Others Claim Credit.

To Every Punjabi Who Voted For Change, Rejected Extremism, And Demanded Development — Not Drama.

And To Those Who Read Data Before They Argue — This Book Is For You.
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Foreword
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Punjab’s political landscape has always defied national trends. In this deeply researched book, Sukrit Sharma captures the rise, stagnation, and strategic reawakening of the Bharatiya Janata Party in Punjab — a state where alliances, ideologies, and voter identities evolve faster than party manifestos.

This book is a scholarly contribution to India’s regional political literature. Whether you are a political strategist, a student of public policy, or a curious citizen, this book will help you understand how national ambition meets regional complexity.
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Preface
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I began this work not to support or oppose any party — but to fill a glaring gap in political literature.

While many books have explored the Congress-Akali narrative in Punjab, very few have analyzed the BJP's ground-level evolution, especially through the lens of electoral data, caste-class dynamics, and voter behavior.

This book spans over two crore words and includes forecasts, maps, and constituency-wise insights. My only goal is to provide the most detailed, honest, and region-specific analysis of BJP’s past, present, and future in Punjab politics.
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By Sukrit Sharma, Author of “PUNJAB 117: BJP’S POLITICAL JOURNEY”

Ludhiana, Punjab | July 2025

Respected BJP Leadership,

This book you hold in your hands is more than an analysis — it is a voice from the soil of Punjab. I write not just as a law student or political observer, but as a ground-level citizen who wants to see the BJP rise not through alliance, but through roots.

Punjab is not a state of quick wins or high-voltage campaigns. It is a state of emotional wounds, identity politics, and deep caste and community balances. Your vote share has grown, but your presence is not yet real. Your campaigns echo in cities but don’t touch villages. Your candidates arrive in jeeps but don’t return on foot.

In my research for this book, I found:


	BJP is rising in urban Hindu belts but non-existent in rural Punjab.

	Your booth workers are energetic, but your leaders don’t empower them.



BJP is often seen as "Delhi’s Party", not Punjab’s solution.

So I ask with deep respect and urgency:


	Announce a local CM face, not a remote appointee

	Stop waiting for Congress or AAP to fall — build your own bridge to voters

	Speak in Punjab, not in slogans

	Empower youth wings, SC leaders, OBC karyakartas — stop ignoring Punjab's caste logic



Bring back BJP’s old fire: discipline, humility, seva, and presence

This book carries 117 constituency-level maps, caste matrices, SWOTs, and vote models — but none of that matters if BJP remains invisible on the ground.

I don’t ask this for politics — I ask this for Punjab.

Let BJP win not just a seat, but a place in people’s hearts.

Warm regards,

Sukrit Sharma

Author & Ground Political Observer



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​



AUTHOR’S NOTE
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This book is written without bias, propaganda, or party affiliation. It does not recommend alliances or criticize farmers’ protests. Instead, it focuses solely on BJP’s solo journey in Punjab from 1994 to 2027 — including ground mobilization, vote shares, social patterns, and performance analysis.

Every chart is cited, every forecast explained. This is not an opinion book — it is a reference manual for readers who value facts, not noise.
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Introduction
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Punjab is one of India’s most politically distinct states. With a complex history of identity politics, regional assertiveness, and evolving voter loyalties, Punjab has never mirrored the rest of the nation in electoral behavior. For the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), this has meant a long, winding journey through alliances, marginal seats, urban niches, and repeated reinventions.

This book, Punjab 117: BJP’s Political Journey & the 2027 Strategy, is the most comprehensive data-backed study of the BJP’s solo presence in Punjab. It documents the party’s rise from the shadows of Jan Sangh to the frontlines of state politics — outside the framework of traditional alliances. It avoids cliché narratives and instead focuses on raw electoral numbers, caste-class voting behavior, and the constituency-by-constituency political chessboard that defines Punjab.

Covering the period from 1994 to 2027, this book is divided into 7 volumes that explore ideological history, vote share trends, caste dynamics, regional performance, and predictive simulations. Whether BJP wins or loses in 2027 is for the voter to decide — but this book will help explain what’s possible, what’s missing, and what needs to change.

For political workers, analysts, journalists, and curious voters — this is your full map to BJP in Punjab.
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Volume 1
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BJP’s Historical Foundation in Punjab (1951-1993)

The Origins, Identity Formation, and Pre-Alliance, Political Struggles

CHAPTER 1
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ORIGIN OF JANA SANGH AND RSS IN PUNJAB 1951-1971
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION: THE PARTITION LEGACY & POLITICAL VACCUM

P

unjab, in 1947, bore the most brutal scars of Partition. The collapse of   undivided Punjab — from Lahore to Ludhiana — shattered its economic, communal, and demographic equilibrium. With the division of territory came the collapse of long-held political networks.

In this vacuum emerged a contest between:

• Congress (as the inheritor of freedom)

• Akali Dal (as the voice of Sikh assertion)

• And a nascent Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), founded in 1951

The BJS, led nationally by Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, positioned itself as the voice of:

• Hindu nationalism

• Cultural unification

• Resistance to minority appeasement

In Punjab, this was a radical but timely insertion, as thousands of refugee Hindus, mostly Khatris, Aroras, Aggarwals, and Baniyas, settled in Amritsar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana, and Patiala.

These urban Hindu populations — disillusioned with Congress's centralized policies and skeptical of Akali Dal's religious exclusivity — became the initial ideological soil for Jana Sangh's seeds.

RSS PENETRATION IN POST-PARTITION PUNJAB

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) had been working underground and silently in Punjab since before independence. But after Partition, its role transformed.

Why Punjab?


	Refugee rehabilitation required strong community networks

	Urban Hindu merchant communities needed protection, representation, and identity

	Sikh-Hindu tensions post-Partition required a balancing nationalist voice



The RSS:


	Formed “shakhas” (training cells) in every major Punjabi city by 1953

	Established links with Arya Samaj and Sanatan Dharma Mandals

	Provided emergency relief and civil defense drills during riots

	Trained early leaders like Balraj Madhok (founder of Punjab Jana Sangh)



By 1960, Punjab had become one of RSS's strongest urban footholds after Delhi and Uttar Pradesh — a crucial foundation for what would later become BJP's municipal vote base.

––––––––
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KEY CITIES OF EARLY STRENGTH (1951–71)




	City

	Early Influence

	Political Impact




	Amritsar

	Trading & religious city 

	Core of Arora/ Khatri sangh support




	Ludhiana

	Industrial textile hub

	RSS shakha growth, trade union cells




	Jalandhar

	Media & print hub

	Jan Sangh newspapers, Arya Samaj links




	Hoshiarpur

	Brahmin & Dalit mix

	Mixed RSS-Sanatan Dharma support




	Patiala

	Royal Hindu elite

	Jan Sangh’s entry via state employees







ELECTORAL PERFORMANCE: JANA SANGH’S FIRST STEPS

Punjab Assembly Seats 




	Year

	Won

	Key Regions




	1952

	3

	Amritsar, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur




	1957

	5

	Added Ludhiana, Pathankot




	1962

	7

	Growing in Doaba and Urban Majhan 




	1967

	9

	Participated in first non-congress coalition




	1969

	8

	Became kingmaker in “United Front” Coalition 




	1972

	4

	Post-Bangladesh euphoria hit non-congress parties 







Jana Sangh never crossed 10 seats, but its vote share in urban seats frequently exceeded 25–30%, especially in by polls and municipal elections.

URBAN IDENTITY AND ANTI-CONGRESS NATIONALISM

What made Jana Sangh attractive to urban Punjabis?

• Emphasis on cultural nationalism

• Resistance to Congress’s centralized control

• Advocacy for Hindi, private entrepreneurship, anti-corruption

Jana Sangh was:

• Pro-market in a socialist era

• Anti-Pakistan in a border state

• Urban-organizationally disciplined, unlike the charismatic-chaotic Akalis

Its role was minor in number but major in ideological pressure — a trend that BJP would later inherit.



	YEAR

	MILESTONE




	1951

	Jan Sangh founded




	1967

	First Punjab Assembly seats contested




	1977

	Janata Party phase




	1980

	BJP formed




	1994

	BJP decides to expand in Punjab




	1996

	Alliance with SAD formalized




	1997

	BJP wins 18/23 seats in alliance





CHAPTER 2



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


The Emergency and Janata Party Era in Punjab (1975–1980)
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Repression, Resistance, and Realignment of the Right in Punjab

Emergency Imposed: A Turning Point for Punjab’s Urban Politics

On June 25, 1975, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi declared a national Emergency, suspending civil liberties, dissolving opposition movements, and jailing political leaders under MISA (Maintenance of Internal Security Act). Punjab, already politically tense after post-Green Revolution discontent and centralization attempts, became a hotspot of resistance

In cities like Amritsar, Ludhiana, Jalandhar, and Pathankot, RSS shakhas were raided, and Jana Sangh leaders were arrested, including:
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