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Chapter 1

 Family
Legend

 


According to family legend the earliest
historical trace of the Holmes family in England was at a time when
a person went by one name, which was usually derived from his
occupation. The earliest known Holmes ancestor was likely given a
patent by an English King to drain and possess marshes or swampy
lands. In the speech of the Anglo-Saxon language this type of land
was referred to as a “Holm”. This is how the family name likely
came to be.
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According to family legend three Holmes
brothers left England and came to the New World during the time the
colonies were young. One settled on Manhattan, one in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, the third in the Connecticut Colony. The
Connecticut Holmes brother was the ancestor of Olive Lacy Holmes to
whom this book is dedicated.

 


In searching for the names of the three
Holmes brothers who left England, nothing conclusive has been found
to date. However, in the General Assembly held at Hartford, in the
Colony of Connecticut, on October 14th of 1669 there is mention of
two potentials.
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It would appear from the above that these
two men had traveled across the Atlantic Ocean as indentured
servants. So, to pay for their passage of some 67 days aboard the
wooden ship, they contracted as servants for a specified period of
time to commence upon their arrival in the colonies. It would also
seem that they were indentured to a Mr. Phillip Lewes, who after
completion of the legal contract, proposed to the court that the
contract was fulfilled and the two should be declared legally
freemen.

 


It is speculation, but the John and Steven
Holmes mentioned above could be two of the three brothers coming
from England as spoken of in our family legend.

 



Chapter 2

 Generation No. 1

 


NATHANIEL1 HOLMES was born August 30, 1692
in Plymouth, Plymouth County, Massachusetts. At the time Plymouth
was sometimes spelled with an "i" instead of a "y".
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In the same year that Nathaniel was born the
Plymouth Colony was combined with the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
Seven years earlier King James II sent officials to New England to
restructure the colonial governments. At that time Plymouth Colony
had became part of the United Colonies of New England, along with
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York
and New Jersey Colonies. Further division occurred when the old
Plymouth Colony was divided into counties, which were Plymouth,
Bristol, Barnstable and Duke County. So, with the recent
reorganizing Nathaniel was born in the town of Plymouth in Plymouth
"County" rather than in the Plymouth "Colony".

 


The Englishmen who first settled in the
Colonies had much to learn, but also had a lot to unlearn about
survival in the New World. Many arriving in the New World would
become shocked and stopped in their tracks, not from physical
exhaustion, but from mental anguish. They often became afraid to
make the effort once the challenge of survival was realized. The
Colonists had to thank the teaching of the local Indians for their
education in how to live off the land. The Colonists learned that
by planting an acre or two of corn and setting loose a few hogs,
that they had brought over with them, into the woods to multiply
naturally, they would have enough to eat and time to grow something
else to use for barter. In a short time that barter crop became
tobacco.

Using crude tools, long hours and intensive
labor a colonist would hew out a home from timber felled in
clearing out the fields. The home was initially a one room
dwelling, often with a dirt floor and no windows. On the ground at
the doorway they had a raised plank several inches off the ground
that would keep the wheat shafts, straw, hay or whatever they
called in general "thresh" in the home to be used to absorb any
moisture on the dirt floor. This is where the practice of "carrying
the bride over the threshold" began. The colonists traditionally
had seven to eight children. So, the need to find new land for the
growing population spread into traditional Indian lands. As the
children grew they learned quickly the skills they needed for
everyday living. Young boys helped their fathers in the field while
girls worked in the house with their mothers. This usually began by
the time the kids were 6 or 7 years old. They developed skills
early in life that would help them survive in carving out their own
homes in the American wilderness.
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Nathaniel married Martha Cushman on June 6th
in 1717. He was 25 and Martha was about 27. She was born January
17, 1689/90 also in Plymouth, but apparently while it was still the
Plymouth Colony. Martha lived until she was about 82 years old and
died in July of 1771. Six years after their marriage their only
known child, Jabez, was born on September 13, of 1723. At that time
they had moved to the Middleboro area further inland, yet still
east of the Connecticut River. There Nathaniel put his back and
crude tools to work carving out a home, planted corn, peas and
squash to sustain his family. Like other Colonists he took care of
his animals for meat and leather. On occasion he hunted for wild
game like turkey and deer. It must have been common to see Natives
from the Nipmuc or Massachusetts Tribes if Nathaniel ventured into
the woods or went into town for provisions. The colonists of
Middleboro had taken root in the middle of these tribal lands.
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