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Aline had hated using the phone for as long as she could remember. She had just settled down in the easyboy chair, tucking her fist under her chin to start reading peacefully when it rang. Her hands still smelled of Pinesol, burnt fish fingers mixing with the cleanser. It was a mundane Monday evening, a far cry from the Monday when she'd received the phone call six years prior. The father of her children was found dead in his apartment on John Street. Overdose of methamphetamine. Life had painfully gone on.
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