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        Art is rooted in the deepest corner of our bodies,

        creativity nestles in our veins, neighboring intuition.

        I have never made art as truthful until now.

        Unfettered and stripped bare to the world,

        it can emerge on a random Thursday afternoon,

        spinning your world on its axis until

        it comes to center.

        A muse arrives,

        and for as long as I live,

        you will be mine.
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        You found me in the summertime

        At a time when things were bright

        When life was being lived

        The waves were rolling together

        Meeting in the middle

      

        

      
        The tides pushed us together

        Led us on the path to one another

        Until our eyes finally opened and met

      

        

      
        The sun got brighter. 

        The leaves turned greener. 

        The current grew stronger. 

        The stars shone clearly. 

        A soul felt safer. 

        Music got louder. Longer. Deeper. Bolder. 

      

        

      
        And I didn’t even realize I was wandering lost 

        Waiting for something

        Waiting for someone

        Waiting for you

        Until I was found

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DIVOTS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        They sit

        at the corners.

      

        

      
        They dance

        when you speak.

      

        

      
        They’re the first

        thing I noticed

        when I came

        down from space.

      

        

      
        I fell for them

        as I fell for you.
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        New additions

        To my library of music

        I wish to hear them

        Transposed by you

      

        

      
        Your rendition

        Your interpretation

      

        

      
        You augment the depth I desire

        Layers of you build upon the bass

        Leave your annotation in every bar

      

        

      
        I hear you in every song, anyway.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            I CAN SEE YOU

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        You contain it. You hold back.

        I can see it in your eyes.

        What you’ve longed for is right there.

        The fire burns in your depth

        I feel it. You feel it, too.

      

        

      
        And to see how it affects you

        To see how it dims you

        To see the tinge of sadness

        Of never truly expressing who you are

        Is–in a sense–soul-crushing

      

        

      
        I’d wash your skin-clean of it

        Scrub the scattered apprehension away

        So you can fly

      

        

      
        You deserve to soar, swim, feel it all

        To be loved the way you desire

        To build the life you have envisioned

        To have true agency, to be you

      

        

      
        To not hold back. To not contain.

      

        

      
        Because one day

        I worry you will burst
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        At the simple sound of your voice

        You bring me to my knees

        And bend me to your will.

      

        

      
        My vision blurs.

        Time disappears.

      

        

      
        Bind me to you.

        Sink into me.
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        Your childlike eyes sparkle

        Every time the specs appear

      

        

      
        Seeing me in a form for a select few

        Another layer of vulnerability 

        Is lifted and discarded

      

        

      
        I’m greeted by your divots

        Shining clear as day

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            MY WISH FOR YOU

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        I shed tears for you tonight

        After replaying what you said

        How you hid while I listened 

        Between your lines

      

        

      
        I heard the anguish in your voice

        Speckled with heartbreak

        And as you spoke, I could spot it

        The truthful desire

        It sat in your throat

        Trying to emerge victorious from your lips

      

        

      
        I was afraid you would see

        How my heart broke for you

      

        

      
        I should have told you it was okay

        To let yourself believe

        In a love you desire

      

        

      
        I couldn’t find the words; I could solely feel

        Perhaps my emotions are affected 

        By finally giving in to the need for

        Something I never allowed myself to acknowledge

      

        

      
        I hold a tiny secret in my pocket

        An answer to a question you posed

        One day I’ll tell you

        Because I cannot hide from you

        And, frankly, I do not hope to
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