
        
            
                
            
        

    
		
			PRAISE FOR LIBERATION FRONT

			 

			“For a number of years now I have admired Kemper Crabb’s work with music. Now I hear he is branching out into wordsmithing, and I look forward to seeing what that will bring.” 

			- Doug Wilson, pastor, theologian, and author

			 

			“Over the course of the last three decades, I have my known my friend Kemper Crabb to be one of the most remarkably creative, notoriously well read, fiercely orthodox, delightfully insightful, and resolutely visionary men of our day. I feel an anxious, anticipatory stirring whenever he undertakes a new project—certain that he will once again feed my soul just as surely as he will rattle my nerves.” 

			- George Grant, pastor and author

			 

			“Endorsing Kemper Crabb is one of the easier things I’ve been asked to do. While his leading of worship at our church is exceptional, his preaching and teaching may be even better. He plumbs the depth and breadth of God’s Word and makes it clear to his listeners, opening up minds to the mind of Christ. I always look forward to hearing new songs he has composed and now I can look forward to a new book.” 

			- Reagan Cocke, priest at St. John the Divine Episcopal, Director of Adult Education and Assistant Rector

			 

			“Music, mentoring, teaching, blogging: I’ve watched Kemper Crabb for decades, and I have been profoundly blessed. His is a unique voice, a fresh take, a perspective that stands apart from the rest. I love his passionate concern for the things of God. I love his inventive blend of old and new. I love his mastery of a wide variety of very diverse creative forms. In short: Kemper Crabb? I’m a fan.” 

			- Diana Pavlac Glyer, award-winning author of Clay in the Potter’s Hands and The Company They Keep: C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien as Writers in Community
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			A Short Note to the Reader

			 

			In past centuries, the English language was written using capitalization for the initial letters of the Titles and Names of God, of His Attributes and all words which pertained to Him, and even of important concepts generally. Though this practice died a gradual death in the wake of the standardization of spelling and type-setting, I’ve found that reading books from before that time communicate a respect and reverence for God that have largely disappeared as God in the years since has increasingly been seen as only a projection of the human mind, or as a being only slightly different from mankind. 

			The older writings tend to force the modern reader to consider the Person and Actions of the Lord with more deliberation than is normally the case today, in my opinion. I’ve consequently chosen to adopt that older approach to capitalization in this book, in the desire that you, the reader, will likewise be driven to a deeper and more thoughtful contemplation of Christ Jesus and the ideas associated with His Kingdom presented here. I also hope this approach won’t put the reader off, but will instead help move him to accept and act on what is written.

			 

			Kemper Crabb

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			This book is dedicated to Kemper and Tommye Crabb, 

			from whom this fruit is not far fallen.
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			Chapter 1

			The Seven Modes of the Church

			 

			We are here because of a Story. A true Story. This Story involves despair and betrayal, joy and loyalty, heroism and cowardice, the blackest hatred and the highest love, murder and sacrifice, fear and trust, adventure and challenge, unremitting vengeance, catastrophe and eucatastrophe (the Good Catastrophe, which is what makes this story a comedy rather than a tragedy).

			This Story is behind every other story written or told or depicted, every song ever written or poem chanted, every battle fought; every empire and government, every market place, every scrap of learning, science and technology, every nanosecond of history.

			This Story is the cause of all your dreams and desires, the things you love and value, it gives meaning to everything because you were made for the Story and the Story for you. The Story is still going on, it is not finished, and both you and the Story were made by God for His Pleasure.

			Before time, the Father and Son gifted Each Other the Church. History (wars, cosmos, stars, Adam & Eve) exists for this meaning, and from this meaning. You, as an individual, and us together, all exist from and for the meaning of this Story. 

			What was the Gift? The Church. A people. A nation both in and beyond history forever. This Gift, the Church, is the central institution of history—the Colony of Heaven. The Church lives in history, going through all kinds of things good and bad-seeming, and all the time God is forming us into an eternal Gift for Himself.

			 

			Here’s the deal:

			If you are a Christian, you are a part of that Story. You are part of the Church.

			 

			Everything that ever happens in history—the thing that gives history meaning, not just to your life and mine, but to everybody’s life, whether they’re good or evil, whether they burn forever as a horrible monster, or whether they shine forever with the Glory of God—is all about the Story, and the Gift of the Church is at the center of that Story.

			The Early Church told the persecuting pagans they should be glad the Church existed, because the only reason the world, pagans included, existed was so God could have the Church. They were right.

			The Old and New Testament Church across thousands of years, all those people were doing one thing: they were living out the Story. Like them, you have a part in that Story. It is your Story, not just God’s. He made it so you would have a part in the Story and that is more important than anything you’ll ever do or value or want.

			The funny thing is that the only way you’ll ever be who you’re supposed to be, the only way you’ll truly have satisfaction or joy, the only way you’ll be who God made you to be, is if you take your place, the place created for you from the beginning, your place in that Story.

			Step into who the Church is. If you don’t, my brothers and sisters, you will waste your life.

			 

			Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27).

			 

			You’ve heard this before. “What was Jesus thinking?” you may be asking yourself. If Jesus wanted followers, why didn’t He make it easier? All that denial of self and losing your life stuff is really sort of a downer. I mean, there are all these things you want to do.

			This is a radical demand that Jesus lays out here, and the Church’s history is replete with those who thought it too radical and demanding. Why would anybody want to do this? Lose their life to find it. It sounds insane. You’d have to be a madman to do that. So why is this a good deal?

			Because of the Story. We’re here because of this Story. The world itself is here because of this Story. It’s a really wild Story.

			“You lose your life to gain it” means you lose your empty, dark, self-generated, self-referential story to enter Christ’s Story, for which He made you. He made you for His Story.

			His Story, as it is lived out beneath the canopy of Heaven, is all about the Church. Most of us don’t think much about the Church because we’re only thinking about ourselves, about how “Me and Jesus, we’ve got our own thing going”, and Church is just where all of us who have our own things goin’ with Jesus just hang out together, so we can maybe help each other have our own personal thing going with Jesus.

			We suffer through hanging out with other people in church, trying to make it as comfortable for ourselves as possible, thinking that the use of Jesus’ Name will help justify our self-seeking.

			To miss this Story is to miss everything. There are numbers of people who hang out on the edges of the Story, who sit in church, but don’t engage. Jesus calls them chaff, and at the End of the Age the Angels will come and reap the wheat, but first they take out the chaff.

			 

			Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:12, KJV).

			 

			Chaff is part of the Story, but it is not the good part of the Story; it’s the bad part, because, see, chaff is only good for burning. You don’t want to be chaff. We are, in the pages to come, going to look at the Church in ways you might not have considered in any depth.

			 

			Why is this important to you? Because you are the Church.

			The Church is the Colony of Heaven. It’s not just you alone; it’s us together, living out the Story of Christ together on the Earth, before the Face of God. And it is us becoming together and individually who we were meant to be.

			In case you missed it earlier, let me say this again: you will never become who you were meant to be unless you do so in the context of, against the background of, in the middle of, the Church.

			You’re not going to do it on your own, I guarantee you, because you were made to be part of God’s people. That’s how God has created and plays out His Story with His people. There are, of course, individuals in His People; you, as an individual, are part of His people, and have a place among His people. But if you’re thinking of yourself as separate from His Church, you’re wrong.

			The buildings you go to are not the Church. You are the Church. The Church, all of us Christians here, meet in buildings, but we are the Church together. That’s one thing you should realize.

			The other thing is that the Church is not just a place you go, but it’s a way you are. That’s what we aim to learn about in the pages to come: being the Church—doing the Story.

			 

			The Story changes the world.

			There’s a short saying from classical education: Know the Good; Love the Good; Do the Good, which is really saying Know God; Love God; Obey God.

			When you do that, folks, you’ll find the oddest thing happens. You have to give up your life to do that, to lose your life.

			But you’ll find you have more real life than you ever thought possible.

			How would I know? When I was fifteen years old God showed Himself and changed me, and ever since that day I’ve been trying to learn how to lose my life. It’s been the greatest adventure I’ve ever known. I’ve been deeply fulfilled. I’ve suffered, and it’s been worth every nanosecond of suffering. It’s been great.

			I’m writing this because I want you to know I serve the Story, and I want you to serve the Story, and I want you to serve the Church and the Lord of the Church, because that’s what is going to set you free, and nothing else is ever going to set you free. I promise.

			The Church (and therefore you, Christian) exists in at least seven modes, or states of being. It’s always helpful to know what we are.

			 

			The Church is Romance

			 

			For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2b).

			 

			What is this about? ROMANCE.

			That verse is about how God loves the Church. This verse is about God Who loves you in the way that someone loves their fiancé.

			God loves His people in a dedicated, single-minded fashion, and He wants them to remain pure for Him, because He knows that if they do that, they’ll be fulfilled in Him. That’s romance, folks.

			The Bible says that every couple you’ve ever know who are married and in love are imaging out Christ and His love relationship to the Church. It says this because Jesus loves the Church like the most passionate couple you’ve ever known love each other, and more, because He does it perfectly.

			 

			Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband (Ephesians 5:22-33).

			 

			Every love story you’ve ever read or heard about, everything you thought was truly romantic finds its roots in this: God has revealed to the world He has an Undying Love for the church. For you.

			Pagans try to make romance about something else, but, at bottom, the romance in the world is about the fact that God loves His people. Romance. One of the things the Church is about. There’s more.

			 

			The Church is a Family

			 

			Not only is the Church about romance, the Church is a Family.

			 

			But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God (John 1:12-13).

			 

			For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together (Romans 8:14-17).

			 

			Both of these passages are about family. The Church is a Family. God loves His Church, His people in the way that you love the family members that you love in your family, even the one you love most. But that’s not all.

			 

			The Church is a Body

			 

			He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence (Colossians 1:15–18).

			 

			…and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God (Colossians 2:19).

			 

			This means the Church is a Body, a Body of which Christ is the Head. Just like your head is on your body, that’s His relationship to the Church. It’s so organic, it’s so connected, it’s so intertwined, that just as your head directs your body, but they are still one thing, that is how Christ’s Relationship is to the Church.

			The Church is about Romance, the Church is about Family and the Church is a Body, of which Christ Jesus is the Head.

			 

			For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another (Romans 12:4-5).

			 

			Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually (1 Corinthians 12:27).

			 

			This means that you (ya’ll, which is actually what the original Greek in this verse says) are members of Christ’s Body. From before the beginning of time, the One who made time saw you as part of His body; indeed, He constructed history around the Story so you would be a part of His Body.

			You are to obey Him as your body obeys your head. You’ll notice we are also members of one another (Romans 12:5). The Church is a Body.

			The Church is about Romance. The Church is a Family. The Church is a Body.

			These are not just pictures; they’re not just metaphors. They’re more real than virtually anything else you’ll ever know. This is the Truth, not just some poetic word-picture someone made up: this is the Truth.

			These are the central Truths in light of which you need to live your life. Romance, Family, and Body. What else?

			 

			The Church is a Temple

			 

			Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? (1 Corinthians 3:16).

			 

			And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 
 

			“I will dwell in them

			And walk among them.

			I will be their God, 

			And they shall be My people.”

			(2 Corinthians 6:16).

			 

			What happens in a temple? You worship in it. In India, there are temples everywhere, as there are pagan temples in all pagan lands.

			 

			Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22).

			 

			So you, and all of us together, are being built together into a Temple in which the God who created and holds all things together, who was before the world, lives. He lives in us.

			Pagans in India are sometimes afraid of Christians because they know (they frequently can tell) that their God lives in them.

			We are built into a Temple to live out the worship of God to spread the fragrance of the incense of the Colony of Heaven in the Earth before God and before the tribes of mankind.

			The Church is a Romance. The Church is a Family. The Church is a Body. The Church is a Temple.

			Again, not just word pictures: the real deal. The Word of God: “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20).

			 

			The Church is the Pillar and Ground of Truth

			 

			“I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).

			 

			The Church of the Living God is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth. People across the world seek truth. The Church is the place truth comes from, the instrument God uses to further His Truth.

			The Church is who preaches the Gospel they’ve been entrusted with, and who are to live out its patterns in such a way that the shape of the Church provides a context and backdrop to the preaching of the Gospel so that hearers can take it seriously and believe it.

			You are the arena in which God reveals His Truth to the world: the Pillar and the Ground of the Truth.

			The Church is about Romance. The Church is about Family. The Church is a Body. The Church is a Temple. The Church is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth.

			 

			The Church is a Weapon

			 

			And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18).

			 

			Now I’ve heard preachers, again and again in my life, read this passage and say, “See? See? We’re safe! They can’t get us! The gates of Hell can’t get us!”

			It is true that the gates of Hell can’t get us, but let me ask a question: Have you ever heard of anyone in all of history attack with their gates? Nobody attacks with their gates. Gates are for defense. Gates are attacked.

			This passage is about a Church that is beating down the very gates of Hell. This is not some little wimpy, retreatist Church hiding off in the corner. This is a Church that is aggressively attacking and destroying the works of the Devil. 

			 

			For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8b).

			 

			And Jesus said something really arresting: 

			 

			“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” (John 14:12).

			 

			Do you believe that? Do you? This is what the Church is here to do. Because the church is a Weapon.

			The Church is about Romance. The Church is a Family. The Church is a Body. The Church is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth. The Church is a Temple, and the Church is a Weapon. 

			 

			For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. Not only that, but we also who have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body (Romans 8:18-23).

			 

			What is this passage talking about? The destiny of the created world is tied up with the Church, and on the Day the Church completes its task, when God fulfills His Purposes in the Church, the entire universe will be liberated because the Church is completed.

			 

			The Church is a Liberating Army

			 

			To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the Church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord (Ephesians 3:8-11).

			 

			The principalities and powers are the angelic beings who run and rule over reality. One of the purposes of the Church is to demonstrate to these creatures, both evil and otherwise, the Purposes of God, the Story. The Story I started telling you about. The fullness of the Story was not going to be revealed until the Church came about, and now the Church is telling and living out the Story in front of these Principalities and Powers. That is, to say the least, cosmic!

			The Church exists to embody and make known, even to the Satanic “principalities and powers in the heavenly places”, the liberation accomplished through Christ Jesus and His Redemption. The Church bears witness to this liberating truth even to fallen angels. For this, the Church (and therefore, you) was formed.

			I don’t know what you want from life. I don’t know what you want, but I can’t think of anything that anybody would want in their whole lives that is not fulfilled in one of these categories.

			What are you looking for? To make a difference with your life? How about liberating the world?

			What are you looking for? Romance? You’ll never find a love as deep as the one that Jesus has for the Church.

			What are you looking for? Truth? It’s only found in the Christ “in Whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3).

			What are you looking for? Excitement? What could be more exciting than being a weapon against Satan’s dark kingdom?

			What are you looking for? To belong somewhere? How about the Family God prepared for you which stretches across time and eternity?

			What are you looking for? To help by contributing to something larger than yourself? Nothing could ever be more helpful or effective than taking up the functions for which you were created in the Body of Christ.

			What are you looking for? To experience mystery and the reality of the spiritual realm? What could have more impact in this area than being yourself indwelt by God as a Temple, as one small Temple being joined across time and space to a greater Temple of millions of others?

			What are you looking for? What is it that you’re holding on to, that you’re afraid you’re not going to get by abandoning yourself to the life of God’s People, the Church? Whatever you’re looking for, you’re only going to find in the bosom of the Lord Jesus Christ’s Body, in His people as He walks in among and through them. 

			 

			For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:18-22).

			 

			The Church is the Liberation Front. It changes the world. It is the instrument of the Kingdom, in which is found freedom and life.

			You are the Revolution. You are the Church. You are the Liberation Front. Don’t you think it is time we started to actively live what we are? If you do, you’ll find that you lose your life to truly find it in the midst of the Story.

			In the chapters which follow, we’ll examine in more detail the meaning and impact of these seven modes of being as the Church.

			Come and join us. 

			Come and be the Liberation Front. Come and be the Church.
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