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			ENDORSEMENTS

			“I can’t even begin to explain how excellent this curriculum is for my homeschooling children. It is perfect for a wide age range. It is beautifully illustrated. It sparks curiosity as it inspires my children to look deeply into God’s Word. This curriculum builds up their faith and gives them a biblical perspective of science and teaches them to think outside the box.”

			Sarah Janisse Brown

			Founder of The Thinking Tree; Creator of Dyslexia Games; Homeschooling Mom

			“Your kids will not want to miss out on this adventure! Dino Dave masterfully leads us on a journey pointing out God’s handiwork from the smallest of organisms to the greatest of natural wonders. On every page, he demonstrates that the Bible is wonderful and infallible. This book would be a blessing for your family worship time. However, I’m not sure who will love this book more: the kids or the parents.”

			Ben Lamphere

			Pastor for Family Ministries at Trinity Baptist Church, Concord, NH

			“Dino Dave’s Adventures in Apologetics is fresh and up-to-date. It presents some of the best modern apologetics in a captivating way that I think will help make these creationist arguments more accessible to children.”

			Dr. John Morris

			President Emeritus of the Institute for Creation Research

			“David Woetzel (Dino Dave) has done an amazing job explaining the scientific discoveries and examining the fossil record and then communicating this in such a way for a child to understand. This book can be enjoyed by children and parents alike while providing the tools to give a defense for the reason for the hope that a child has in their belief in a loving Creator God and in their Savior Jesus Christ. These stories will captivate the mind and imagination with TRUTH. I highly recommend this book to be a part of every Christian family’s library.”

			Mark Lester

			Board Chair, Child Evangelism Fellowship of NH

			“The elementary age children at our church were fascinated by these apologetic lessons! Dino Dave does a wonderful job of choosing captivating topics and providing answers to difficult questions. Repeatedly, your child will be directed back to the one source of truth, the Bible, through these lessons. A Biblical worldview is an imperative foundation for a child, and the ability to decipher truth is essential to a Christ follower. These lessons will put our Creator’s amazing design on display, capture the intrigue of a child, provide truth and strengthen faith!”

			Cheryl Bagwell

			Director of Children’s Ministries, Calvary Baptist Church, Simpsonville, SC

			“Dino Dave gives children an engaging story of his travels around the world to learn about dinosaurs, fossils, and Noah’s Flood. Reading his adventures will help children understand evidence that the Bible is true. Children will also enjoy learning about dinosaurs, as well as other huge creatures that once lived. Most importantly, his adventures will teach children more about God and His creation.”

			Dr. Kevin Anderson

			Director of Creation Research Society
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			Author’s Introduction
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			This book came out of a sincere desire to drive home to elementary students the reality of the stories in the Bible. For decades my wife, Gloria, and I have traveled around the United States and other countries speaking on apologetics topics: creation, the Genesis Flood and God’s amazing dinosaurians. Gloria’s primary ministry has been with the youngest students (Kindergarten to 5th grade). She found that a number of these children enjoy the Bible stories they learn in Sunday School. But they consider them merely wonderful stories, like the clever fictional stories they read about in children’s books. This contrasts with the things that they learn in school, instructional narratives that are real, historically and scientifically accurate. Too many of these children will grow up to become skeptical of the Bible, abandoning their childhood faith and embracing the materialistic secular culture around them.

			Dino Dave’s Adventures in Apologetics is a compilation of stories based on real events in my life. You will find the stories full of real people, real places, real field research, real historical narratives, real photos (mostly) and real scientific facts. Hopefully this book can make a difference by equipping young children with fun-filled, simply-presented arguments that buttress the Christian faith and authority of God’s Word. Each adventure starts with a parenthetical statement of the focus of the story. It is meant to inform the teacher of the key point I am aiming at, so they can elaborate further, if they wish, and drive that lesson home. Brightly-colored Bible verses are sprinkled throughout the stories because the words of scripture themselves have a power to profoundly touch our lives.

			I hope that you enjoy these simple stories and can passionately share them with the precious children in your life!

			—Dino Dave
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			The title of this story has a strange word in it. What is a cryptid? The word “cryptid” means hidden animal. They are animals that are not yet proven by science to exist. Sometimes when people tell stories about new animals that they think they saw; it turns out to be just a mistake. But other times some amazing animals are discovered by explorers. These animals existed all along. Because we didn’t know about them, they are new to us. They were cryptids (hidden animals) until someone found them and showed them to scientists. This story is about a special cryptid named Champ.
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			One Sunday, while Dino Dave was at church, the pastor spoke on the wisdom of God. God is so much smarter than we are. He knows everything and we can’t hide from Him. The Bible says that there is no creature that is hidden from His sight (Hebrews 4:13). Sometimes God wisely decides to hide things from us, and we do not always understand what He is doing. Other times He chooses to show us new things. 

			“The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever,” (Deuteronomy 29:29).

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			After church, Dino Dave met Garth, a man with a friendly smile, a bald head, and a big mustache. They talked together and found out that they both like dinosaurs. But Garth did not think that a big creature, like a dinosaur, could still be alive – hidden after all these years of scientific exploration. “Wouldn’t a big animal like a dinosaur have been found already with so many people living on the Earth?” asked Garth. Dino Dave told Garth that new kinds of animals are still being found every year. In the year 2009, a new type of large lizard was discovered in the country of the Philippines. This monitor lizard had been seen by tribal hunters. Even though it lives up in the trees and eats mostly fruit and snails, it grows to almost 7 feet long! How did scientists find this hidden animal? Well, they talked to people who lived there and learned where to search for the huge lizard. But it still took months of research work before they were able to catch a living monitor lizard.

			Garth listened carefully and was getting interested in cryptids. He wanted to know where cryptid animals might still be hiding. Dino Dave told him that the deep ocean is the biggest unexplored area on Earth. Some interesting kinds of sea monsters might still be there, waiting to be found. “Would the sea monster look like a dinosaur?” wondered Garth. Dino Dave told him about the bones of a swimming monster that have been found. From the fossils, we know it looked like a long-necked dinosaur, but it had flippers in the place of legs. It is called a plesiosaur. Garth was excited, “Do you really believe plesiosaurs might still be alive today in the ocean or deep lakes?”
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			Dino Dave explained that evolutionists, who do not believe the Bible, think that all the plesiosaurs died out millions of years ago, before there was a man. But the Bible talks about God’s work on Day 4 of Creation: 

			“And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life,” (Genesis 1:20).

			This means that the swimming animals were made from the oceans just one day before God made man on Day 5. So, people lived with swimming animals like plesiosaurs since the very first week of creation. While on their boats, fisherman probably saw them in the sea. Maybe the plesiosaurs even swam close to land where people walking along the shore could see them.
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			Now Garth was not sure what to say. When he was thinking hard, his mustache curled up on the sides. He asked, “Does anybody tell stories about seeing giant sea monsters, like the stories of the monitor lizard in the Philippines?” Dino Dave told Garth about an animal called the giant squid. For many years, seamen brought back stories about huge squids as big as a boat that attacked their sailing ships. A few people tried to find this cryptid. However, most scientists did not believe in the giant squid. It seemed like just a crazy story! Then a dead giant squid washed onto the shore in Canada. In 2004 a live giant squid was seen on video near Japan. Japanese scientists took many photos. It was as big as a school bus and its eyes were as large as dinner plates. They even managed to rip off part of the squid’s tentacle to prove that their pictures were real. Today we know that giant squids can grow to about 60 ft long and weigh as much as one ton. The stories of the old sailors were true after all!
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			Dino Dave said goodbye to his new friend Garth and went home. Awhile later, Dino Dave was reading the book of Ezekiel in his Bible. The prophet Ezekiel wrote about a scaly sea monster. This dragon swam up from the ocean into the big Nile River and stirred up the mud as it swam (Ezekiel 29:3-4). What kind of sea monster was this that would have been known in old Egypt? Dino Dave had seen a picture that the ancient Egyptians had drawn, a picture of a kind of sea monster. It looks almost like the plesiosaurus. Egyptian fishermen catch fish with nets in the Nile River. The prophet Ezekiel talked about a sea dragon being caught in nets in the Nile River. The monster was pulled up onto the land to die (Ezekiel 32:2-3).
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			So, a plesiosaurus may have been seen alive in Egypt long ago. Some explorers today continue to report seeing new sea monsters. Two men went inside a small submarine called ALVIN (a special boat that travels deep underwater). They say they saw a living plesiosaur in a deep ocean trench. People who look for cryptids are called “cryptozoologists.” These men and women try to find the hidden animals, especially in places where very few explorers have been, places like the deep ocean, wild jungles, or huge swamplands. A cryptozoologist looks for signs of the hidden animal, things like footprints, droppings, and bones from a skeleton or fur from a hide. Cryptozoologists talk to people to learn where the animal lives, what color it is, and when to find it.

			
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			Dino Dave is a cryptozoologist because he looks for dinosaurs that might still be alive today. He heard about a lady named Sandra who says she saw a plesiosaur in Lake Champlain in the state of Vermont. One warm July afternoon Sandra’s family stopped on the shore of Lake Champlain near the town of St. Albans. Her children began to play in the lake water. Suddenly she saw something large moving out in the lake. At first, she thought it was a bunch of fish. But then a long neck came out of the water. It looked like a dinosaur. She took one  photo and then watched as the monster disappeared underwater. This monster has been seen over many years, going all the way back to the explorer Samuel de Champlain who first discovered the lake.
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			Dino Dave decided to go to Vermont and look for Champ. He asked his friend Garth to come along too. It was a foggy day when they drove up the highway and through the Green Mountains. At last, they crossed a big bridge and there in front of them was the beautiful, deep Lake Champlain! For a long time, they looked out into the lake with binoculars, hoping to see Champ. Well, Dino Dave decided to stay a few days in a cabin on a small island. Early every morning he would look for Champ. He fished in the lake and went swimming.
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			He went on a big boat and crossed Lake Champlain to the state of New York. But he never saw Champ. Dino Dave talked with a lady named Katy. She has a special underwater microphone that lets her listen to sounds in the lake. One day Katy heard a strange sound that she thinks came from Champ. Dino Dave also found out about two fishermen who took a video of something with a long neck swimming near their boat. But it is hard to see if this is Champ.

			After Garth heard all the stories about Champ, he believed that there was a plesiosaur still living in Lake Champlain. Even though many people say they have seen the lake monster, Champ is still hidden. We do not have a captured animal, like the big monitor lizard, or clear videos like the giant squid. So, we still call the monster the “Cryptid Champ.” Proverbs 25:2 tells us that there is a glory in searching out and discovering hidden things. Maybe someday soon we will discover a living plesiosaur!
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