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This book is an original manuscript by the author, protected by international copyright laws of Canada.  Therefore, none of this author’s work may be reproduced, in part or in whole, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded or otherwise for commercial use without the prior written permission of the author.  However, it is possible to receive permission to use short quotations for personal use, or use in a study group study, or for permission to copy certain passages, or to make portions of the writings available for overhead viewing.  Simply, contact the author[1] to request it. 


SCRIPTURE MATTERS

[image: ]

Many scholars challenge newer versions of scripture for their accuracy.  Therefore, in the interests of being accurate, we chose to use the oldest version of scripture, the KJV.  While there are many accuracy challenges within this version too, we find it much easier to validate original language words and thus authenticate accuracy.  We have also noted that once a person becomes familiar with the KJV it becomes a little easier to understand.  Therefore, all quotes in this book originate from the KJV, except the name of God appears as YHVH (yod, heh, vav, heh) or YeHoVaH.  See Appendix for more information about the reason for this change.




DEDICATION
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This book is dedicated to every person who follows the commands of the God of the Bible, and therefore, loves their God with all their heart, mind, soul, and strength and loves their neighbour as themselves.  Such dedication to scripture brings forth positive fruit in individuals and in nations.  Thus, each can stand for righteousness amid the gathering storms headed towards their nation or that of others.


About Jeanne Metcalf
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Jeanne believes the Word of God opens a door to help every believer to know their God.  That knowledge, once gleaned and retained, makes strong believers to help them stand in the real world in which we live, no matter their vocation.


With these convictions in mind, Jeanne, inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, began to write in the l990’s.  Soon she developed inductive[2] style Bible Studies and self-published them for her students to use.  With her major goal to equip the saints, she found that her sound teachings, presented with clarity and simplicity, made an impact.  As long as her listeners put in their valuable time to study scripture and took Jeanne’s advice to call upon the Holy Spirit to help them, they became powerful believers, transformed, prepared and ready to stand in their generation. 


Today, past students who studied the Bible with Jeanne, as well current new students, testify as to the validity of Jeanne’s writing and teaching gift.  They love the clarity and simplicity of the Word as she presents it in a refreshing straightforward format.  Thus, they encouraged Jeanne to make her books more widely available. 

Therefore, Jeanne began Cegullah Publishing, and then a year later, opened Cegullah Apologetic Academy.  The academy, in addition to presenting accredited, Bible Study material, invites all believers to read or study the Word of God, and thereby, be strong in YeHoVaH and the strength of His might. 

A greater availability of Jeanne’s works (as well as other authors which Cegullah Publishing looks forward to publishing in the future), opens doors for more people to know their God and do exploits! 

“But the people that know their God

shall be strong and do exploits”.

Daniel 11:32 b

P.S. Recent inquiries require acknowledging the correct way to formally address Jeanne.  While she is comfortable with people addressing her on a first name basis, her official title is Rev. Dr. Jeanne Metcalf.
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INTRODUCTION
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“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose”.  (Romans 8:28)


TODAY, DUE TO instant, worldwide communications, events occurring in every nation in the world come alive.  Television, internet, and social media make available, instantly, what took days, weeks or even months to reveal in former generations.  For this generation, twenty-four seven, at the press of a button, news media streams international happenings to keep the information highway current. 


As this book birthed, news media flooded the public with many articles regarding North Korea.  This nation’s leader, Kim Jong-un, according to news media sources, had a score to settle with the United States of America, and soon would have nuclear missiles which could hit America’s shores.  Working towards his goal to target USA, Kim Jong-un promised to proceed with his testing of ballistic missiles, regardless of objections.  Nothing would deter him from settling that score with the USA. 


In the United States of America, as the president negotiated with North Korea, the national scene was anything but quiet.  On March 13th, 2017, Donald Trump ordered a bomb, known as MOAB,[3] to hit a targeted area in Afghanistan.  America’s intentions as reported, aimed to stop ISIS in their terrorist attacks on innocent children in Afghanistan.  Nations responded to Trump’s use of MOAB with diverse reaction.  Some applauded Mr. Trump’s actions, while others, such as North Korea, considered America a bully, which must soon be put in its place. 


Mr. Trump’s intentions with MOAB, media reported, was a deliberate and exact action on America’s part to make inroads to stop the many ISIS sponsored terrorist events, sourced from strongholds in Afghanistan, with tentacles reaching into other nations of the world.  In dropping MOAB, Trump hoped to cut off any heroics either by intent or influence in Afghanistan.  By cleaning out the stronghold in Afghanistan, Trump aimed to crush the main leaders of ISIS terrorist groups which resided and trained followers in Afghanistan.  At the same time, Trump hoped this severe action would end the inspiration of ISIS.  Then, similar groups in other nations, including his own, might stop using ISIS tactics.

MOAB, in Trump’s eyes, was a blow for the nations of the world, for at that time, Britain, France, Germany, Canada and other nations experienced violent attacks from terrorist groups often inspired by ISIS or their tactics.  These groups aimed to kill or injure as many people as possible, regardless of age or gender. 

Nations suffering violence, including the European nations named earlier, experienced bombs which detonated in buses and subways, in cars by the side of the road, some parked, and some travelling.  Explosions from those bomb blasts managed to kill and injure a fair number of people. 

Terrorists, according to news correspondents’ reports, aimed to create the most violence possible, with one group upstaging another.  Recently, terrorists’ ideas included the use of a truck with 18 wheels, adding it to their weaponry.  With these 18 wheelers (as well as other heavy-duty trucks) they ploughed their way through the crowded streets of a city, mowing people down like kingpins in a bowling alley. 

This total disregard for life produced a bloodbath of horror and required immediate response to end the violence.  In response to such cruel attacks on humankind, governments, on every level in any given nation, strove to bring law and order.  While their efforts produce some success, various forms of terror continue to go on functioning and thus, producing surprise attacks. 

Angry citizens within nations experiencing terrorist attacks responded with anguish, pain, disgust and often retaliation, for the violence close to their own nation, as well as abroad.  With violence out of control, Trump, some media reported, dropped MOAB to deter the developing crisis of terrorists’ attacks worldwide to help end the violence.  Violence, with constant attacks from terrorists must not be the new norm to which the world adjusts!


However, in 2019, two years after the first edition of this book, another incident hit the world scene which changed the norm of the nations of the world!  In late October 2019, Covid 19, an uncontrollable infectious disease arose in China.  It spread like wildfire, internationally, producing a world pandemic.  As the pandemic edged to the four corners of the earth and touched nations with its fingers of death, life for earth’s inhabitants shifted from what they once knew to what they must now do.  Thus began the change from the established norm of 21st century society. 


Governments, attempting to get things under control, legalized new social behaviours designed to give them greater control of their people.  Restrictions came to social communication, introducing social distancing.  Boundaries invaded the world of travellers for either business or pleasure, demanding they stay at home.  Limits of function affected hospitals, churches, shopping centre, business centres, schools, and any gathering place of any kind. 

Soon, objections to these changes and introduction of new social agendas arose only to meet with a heavy hand to pull citizens in line with government control.  To the surprise of most people, even media reports met with governmental control measures affecting freedom of speech, as some leaders tried to restrict what information the public received.  In short, slowly but surely, the normality of life for most of the world shifted into a new norm. 

AFTER COVID 19

At the time of this second edition of “When Nations Rumble”, Covid 19 remains, however, nations no longer stand on red alert.  Subsequently, nations moved towards declaring the pandemic’s end.  People expect Covid 19’s sponsored new norm to shrink away.  However, two question remain, “will it?” and “will the old norm return?”. 

In thinking on this, remember, the earlier plague of violence threatened to change that old norm, prior to the Covid 19 pandemic.   When it comes to violence, that evil giant still holds its grip on nations for it never loosened its grip throughout Covid 19.  Violence continues with its insidious tentacles of fear reaching out to sting every nation under heaven. 

Today, as this second revision of “When Nations Rumble” gests underway, Iran boasts of hypersonic, intercontinental ballistic missile capabilities with armed nuclear war heads.  Her target, Israel, hears promises of its extinction from Iran constantly, as well as from Iran’s proxy nations which surround Israel.  These verbally join in the promise to invade the land and annihilate the people. 

China threatens to move its military into Taiwan.  Russia continues to bombard the Ukraine with war tools intended to possess her.  Tornado winds and torrents of water stand ready over the horizon in the approaching hurricane season to bombard the East Coast of the North American continent.  Thus, Canada and the United States of America fight the water and wind weather battles, as well as forest fires which rage in their season. 


While the world attempts to exit the norm spawned during Covid 19, its expression, while dwindling, still holds many fears associated with the old norm.  In other words, to live in our world today, we must release pandemic trained thinking while still enduring expressions of violence erupting, continuously. 


While most of humanity strive to see the goal of living in a much calmer world realized, thoughts of the good old days without much violence and bloodshed, a former norm for earlier generations, seems problematic to retrieve, at least for the present.

NATIONS RUMBLING

Nevertheless, as we look at world events past Covid 19, at happenings such as terrorist attacks, hurricanes, floods, and earthquakes, we see their effect on nations.  As they strike nations, they cause the nation to shake, or rumble.  In other words, these events, whether caused by the environment or by man’s hand, carry concern for nations, bringing the leadership to a place of heightened awareness to resolve the urgent matters at hand.  Thus, the effects of these events which shake nations, explains the reason for the title of the book, “When Nations Rumble”. 

To explain further the book’s focus, bear with me as we look at a short illustration.  Think about a car driver travelling for endless miles on a highway.  Such drivers ride the black turf of highways, hour after hour, even day after day.  As they do, weariness often takes it toll in ways that weaken the driver’s alertness.  Many a tired traveller has drifted off to sleep, veered off the main road, and in doing so, either injured themselves or others, or worse, ended up dying and killing others as well.  Thus, the need for rumble strips!   Fortunately, many highways, today, have well-placed rumble strips along the side of the road, or even laid on the road to warn of approaching intersections. 

Immediately, as a driver veers off course or approaches an intersection, a wakeup call arises from the noise and the shaking of the car as the rumble strips do their job.  Drivers become on high alert.  Assessing the situation, they either steer the vehicle back to a safe part of the roadway, or in the case of an intersection, come to a grinding halt. 


Bringing this comparison to nations, figuratively speaking, rumble strips equate to warnings of tumultuous events about to shake nations[4].  These rumble strips warn of unexpected happenings to avert the problem.  Rumble strips first come as verbal warnings, some from scientific data and the like, some from prophetic voices.  When these warnings take voice, it presents an opportunity for leaders of nations and the people within, to respond, hopefully, soon enough to avert the tragic event. 



However, when verbal warnings fail and more drastic measures seem needed, rumble strips arise which serve to impact the nation enough to awaken sleeping leadership at the helm.  Rumble strips, when recognized, present opportunities to look at what lay behind that which necessitated the warning or look forward to a needed direction change.  Rumble strips open the door to choice change! 


THE BOOK OF AMOS

As the book of Amos opens, you meet the man, Amos, an everyday entrepreneur.  After his encounter with the Living God, Amos leaves his family business to walk as a prophet before God.  God sent him to Northern Israel, with powerful messages of repentance.  Later, through the lips of Amos, God spoke of coming incidents upon Northern Israel, as well as coming judgments arising on other nations which surrounded Israel and who coveted their land. 

Put in the context of this book’s title, “When Nations Rumble”, God summoned Amos to speak through the lips of Amos to a people regarding coming disasters.  In other words, Amos came on the scene as a warning, like a rumble strip but when the people did not respond, more wake-up calls came to Northern Israel.  Unfortunately, every response given fell short of the righteousness response God required.  In short, Amos met with stiff-neck, hard hearted people in leadership and amongst the people, who refused to change their ways. 


In examining the book of Amos[5], looking past the message to the man, you will see a humble man, called to speak Heaven’s Message.  As you read of his encounters with Northern Israel and its leaders, you will discover a man experiencing the indignation of a people who strongly resisted the prophetic Word of God that Amos delivered to their generation. 


WHAT TO EXPECT

If learning is your major goal and you wish to live out your faith in the real world, then take up your listening ear to the message in the book of Amos.  As you do, allow yourself to enter the story.  Listen to Amos speak the messages which the people rejected. 

Let courage arise within by his example as he spoke the Word of God, in season and out of season.  Determine to understand the brokenness of Amos, too, as he reaches out to a nation of people who absolutely refused to get right with God.  Let your heart melt or even weep with Amos as he speaks to those who chose to defend their own viewpoint and keep on going their own way, only to experience unbearable torture as ancient Assyria conquered and then, scattered Northern Israel. 

Indeed, invaluable lessons from the book of Amos await, including the amazing love which empowered the prophet to stand for God’s righteousness in an ungodly society.  As you read (and hopefully, study) the book of Amos, allow your spiritual eyes to perceive the prophet’s bravery and endurance.  Let your heart move within you as Amos speaks loudly in the face of a rebellious people who strove to make their own laws and ignore those of the Almighty. 

Peering by faith through the window of the Word, looking back into this dark and troublesome time in Israel, let the stamina of Amos urge you to follow his example.  As the words of Amos form a warning, sparking reactions of every spectrum, on every front, may you become inspired to do the same! 

Let Amos, the prophet, remind you that through it all, God’s strength enables His servants to speak His Word, without faltering.  Acquire faith from this powerful example of a prophet called to a rebellious and stubborn generation, and then, learn from him applicable lessons to do the same in your generation!

So, now dear reader, come along, as together, we roll up our sleeves and get to work learning how to identify and respond to that which forms the rumble strips of nations.  Retrieving valuable treasures from the example of Amos, tuck them close to your heart so you, too, can deliver today’s messages from heaven clearly, distinctly, and righteously to those who need to hear it. 


Surely, if this is your approach, dear reader, you will emerge from this book and the time you put into it in the line of prayer, with an understanding of the heartbeat of God regarding rumble strips, set in the pathway of nations.  Additionally, if you press into God, you should discover an open door to recognize that which He brings to your mind regarding your nation.  Your eye of faith should open, too, to perceive that which God purposes for other nations, including that of Israel, today. 


So many personal lessons await as you learn to unravel the prophetic words and teaching within the book of Amos, learning how to identify, declare and respond to the season in your generation:

“WHEN NATIONS RUMBLE”!
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Disbelieving the 

DAY OF RECKONING
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“My mouth shall show forth your righteousness and your salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof.  I will go in the strength of the Lord, YeHoVaH: I will make mention of your righteousness, even of yours only.  O God, you have taught me from my youth: and hereto have I declared you have wondrous works. Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I have showed you have strength unto this generation, and you have power to every one that is to come.  you have righteousness also, O God, is very high, who has done great things: O God, who is like unto you!”

Psalm 71:15-19


IN TODAY’S WORLD many young adults live for the moment.  Some look for places of adventure to bring them a thrilling experience, such as the practice of “bungee jumping”.  1979 goes down as the year for the first bungee jump on record, from a bridge some 250 feet high.  An adventurer, David Kirke, harnessed with a long, strong, elastic type cord, leaped off the Clifton suspension bridge in Bristol, England.  Dangling from this bungee cord, many onlookers hailed him as a hero. 


This thrill encouraged others to do greater and better things with a bungee cord.  Thus, ten years later, to beat the record set by David Kirke, a man named John Kockleman jumped 2,200 feet from a hot air balloon in California in 1989.  Later in 1991, Andrew Salisbury jumped 9000 feet from a helicopter, the jump broadcast on live television. 

These adventurers, and those like them, love the thrill of the moment; however, some found that thrill a doorway to their death.  Often, for those who died, faulty equipment received the blame.  Onlookers claimed these adventuresome types used bungee cords that were too long or did not have enough of a bounce.  In this case, their planning and their foresight was inaccurate.  As a result of one thing or another, some thrill seekers died. 


Any young person’s tragic death, whether from a sporting accident or another source, always brings great heartbreak.  Young lives, cut off in their prime, brings tears to the eyes.  Often, survivors, especially loved ones, take a mental journey, musing over what could have been … if only … yes, if only! 


These people, those dare devil types, who faced dangers without fear, who pushed the envelope to the limit, often just for one more high, cut off their life in their prime and left survivors bewildered.  Why this tragedy, some ask?  What did anyone gain by this?  What were they thinking? 


Chances are that many who live for the moment, have no concept of God and His calling or purpose for their life.  Those who live in such a manner, push God and His spiritual realities aside, moving them far from their thinking processes.  These operate in a world which they think they knew and comprehended well; however, their world blanked out, cut out or trimmed away the reality of God and His higher purpose for their life.  God did not create human beings for the thrill of living just for the moment!  God destined man for an eternal existence. 


FAILURE TO GRASP GOD’S REALITY

While many understand and mourn over the tragic loss of a young person dying, somehow, few grasp the tragic loss of individuals, old and young and everywhere in between, who do not grasp the reality of God and the guidelines that He laid down for a successful life. 

It is tragic, to those trained in Biblical thought, to see people push aside God’s values, replacing them with man-made realities, taught with the same authority and impact as God’s Laws.  Students and teachers of this system of disbelief, eventually, find themselves shocked in the day of accountability which, whether they believe it happens or not, comes to all humankind.  Disbelief of a day of accountability does not negate its reality!  Mindsets, which disregard the existence of God, enter unprepared for an eternal life where God sits as Judge and Jury. 


For some, on the other hand, who grasp the reality of God, another failure equally tragically exists that of properly perceiving God.  This happens to those who accept the idea of God’s existence but decide to add to, or take away from the scriptures, (the Word of God).  These individuals measure God and His behaviour with the world’s mindset and the world’s wisdom.  To do so, presents God as a design of the creature’s mind, rather than the superior being, which divinely inspired writers of the Bible exhibit.  Calling upon a god of human thinking, one of humankind’s own making, can also leave people wondering the whereabouts of the one to whom they pray. 



If, for example, people perceive God as ever forgiving, ever-loving, ever merciful and kind in all circumstances, but refuse to see Him as the Bible clearly describes, “setting a bar of behaviour by which all humankind man must live and to Whom they must give an account”, they have a problem, especially, if in their minds, they erased the day of accountability.



In short, when refusing to look at the God of the Bible, within the context of the Bible’s own depiction, one invites a set up for failure.  In other words, those, who, through vain philosophies, decide to shape God into an image other than the One the Bible describes, follow their own intelligence and reasoning.  These succeed in fashioning a god made in the likeness of fallen humanity.  Such an outline of God’s character and behaviour, as that which lines up with humankind’s ideas, leaves its view holders deserted when they cry out in need, and abandoned at their destination’s end. 
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