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Mare Island

By Mark A. Nobles
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I had just been knocked out of four square and had gone to the back of the line to wait my turn to rejoin the game when Billy Crutchfeld ran up behind me, grabbed my right arm at the elbow and pulled me away. “Hey!” I shouted. I was perturbed because there was easily fifteen minutes still left in recess, and only three people ahead in line, leaving plenty of time to get back in the game. 

“Mark, Mark, Mark, MarkMarkMarkMark.” Billy liked to say my name repeatedly because he thought it sounded like he was barking like a dog. It was amusing the first half a dozen times, but after that Billy was the only one who continued to giggle.

“I got to talk to you, man, in private,” Billy said. Ricky, Jim and Slater ran up behind Billy and formed a semicircle around us. I wondered just how private this conversation needed to be. 

“You won’t believe it, man,” exclaimed Billy. 

“You absolutely won’t believe it,” repeated Jim. 

“No way, man,” chimed in Slater. Ricky, more out of breath than the others, simply nodded in agreement.

“Beth told Becky to tell me to tell you that Beth likes you!” Billy stood there looking at me with an ear to ear grin. 

“Wow!” Jim said, as if hearing the news for the first time. 
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