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This special boxset collection in your hands is formed by combining five separate opening books: Catalan Opening*,Jobava London System, Bird’s Opening, Old Indian Defense, and Sicilian Alapin Variation.

These five openings share a common trait: they lie slightly off the beaten path of mainstream theory, yet they are exceptionally solid, flexible, and frequently employed even at the highest levels today. The Catalan represents the art of building long-term pressure in closed positions; the Jobava London offers dynamic and surprising development with an early Nc3; Bird’s Opening provides an unusual tempo advantage through a reversed Dutch idea; the Old Indian delivers a flexible and resilient dark-square defense; and the Sicilian Alapin serves as a reliable, theory-light weapon against the sharpest Sicilian lines.

The reader might object to the above comment by stating that the Catalan Opening is a mainstream opening, and there is some validity to this point. The Catalan, one of the most popular openings in modern chess, is indeed favored by players at all levels and has a deeply studied theory. However, in the book at hand, the theoretical burden of the Catalan Opening has been lightened, with typical strategic ideas brought to the forefront, moving away from the traditional memorization-based approach.

This collection is designed for both tournament players and club-level enthusiasts seeking improvement. Each book provides a comprehensive guide—from historical development to contemporary elite practice, from core ideas to deep variations. With five distinct openings, you will diversify your repertoire, surprise your opponents, and gain the freedom to choose the weapons that best suit your personal style.

This boxset is not merely five separate books; it is a treasure chest for those who wish to explore the “off-the-main-road” yet equally powerful paths of modern chess.
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Foreword for Catalan

The Catalan Opening is one of the most prestigious openings in modern chess, frequently preferred by players of all levels, from top-level professionals to club players.

Of course, this is no coincidence. Despite being a solid opening, it is not dull; it is easy to implement, has a flexible structure open to different move orders and transpositions, and encompasses various middlegame ideas. Its richness in both strategic concepts and tactical opportunities makes it highly appealing.

Another reason for the Catalan Opening's popularity is its extensive literature. Since it has been employed by nearly all world champions, it carries an immense "legacy."

The popularization of the opening dates back to the 1929 Barcelona tournament when it was used by Savielly Tartakower. Around the same time, Jose Raul Capablanca and Alexander Alekhine also played it, followed in later years by Mikhail Botvinnik, Salo Flohr, Paul Keres, and Samuel Reshevsky. More recently, it became one of the most frequently used openings by Victor Korchnoi, Anatoly Karpov, Garry Kasparov, Vladimir Kramnik, and Viswanathan Anand. Today, it is successfully played in tournament practice by super grandmasters such as Magnus Carlsen, Fabiano Caruana, Daniil Dubov, and Anish Giri.

The most common move order leading to the Catalan Opening is 1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. g3. White gains space in the center while developing the bishop effectively along the long diagonal. The bishop on g2 exerts pressure on the center and Black’s queenside while also contributing to king safety. The subtleties of the opening and how to handle the various middlegame and endgame positions arising from it are presented to the reader in the following pages of the book.

The Catalan Opening should not be considered a standalone opening. Black can always opt for different systems such as the King's Indian, Benoni, Benko, or Grünfeld. A player using the Catalan as White must also understand how to apply its fundamental ideas against these alternative setups to build a complete repertoire. In the fourth and final chapter of the book, sample games are provided to give the reader insights into handling such situations. However, since these systems fall outside the main scope of the book, they are not discussed in detail. Readers interested in them should refer to specific sources dedicated to each system.

Wishing all chess enthusiasts a beneficial and enjoyable experience.

Ozer Mumcu

February 2025 
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Fundamental Ideas and Strategy
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Strategic Ideas


	Indirect Pressure on the Center

	Queenside Pressure

	e4 Break

	Controlling the d-file and Creating a Passed d5 Pawn

	Restricting the c8 Bishop

	Exchanging Dark-Squared Bishops

	Kingside Attack (with maneuvers like Be4, h4-h5, Kg2, and Rh1)

	Occupying the Critical f5 and d6 Squares

	Achieving Favorable Pawn Structures for the Endgame



Pawn Structure and

Fundamental Ideas

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Dia 1

In Diagram 1, Black has arranged their central pawn structure in a way that restricts the opponent’s bishop. However, they have had to compromise their own position to achieve this.

The black bishop, trapped behind its own pawns, is a bad bishop. Black aims to activate it by playing ...b6 followed by ...c5.

White's fundamental idea for activating their own bishop is the e4 break.

1...b6  2.e4  dxe4  3.Bxe4 Bb7

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Dia 2

In the resulting position, White's main objective is to execute the c5 move. This will fix Black's c6 pawn, leaving the black bishop out of play. Additionally, White gains the opportunity to occupy the weakened d6 square with a knight. (Assume that other pieces are also present on the board.)

This occupation becomes even more effective if the dark-squared bishops have been exchanged. Therefore, trading dark-squared bishops is one of the typical ideas of the Catalan Opening.

The downside of White’s c5 push is that the black knight on f6 may occupy the weakened d5 square.

The pawn structure we are analyzing provides White with active play on both sides of the board.

1.d4  Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.g3  d5  4.Nf3  Be7  5.Bg2  Nbd7 6.O-O  O-O  7.Qc2  c6  8.Rd1  b6  9.b3

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

The development of the b1 knight is crucial in this position. If Black places their bishop on b7, White should develop the knight via c3. However, if the bishop is played to a6, the knight should be developed via d2.

This is because a bishop on a6 applies pressure on White's c4 pawn, and in this case, the pawn needs to be supported by the knight.

9...Bb7  10.Nc3  c5?

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

This move is not good because opening the d-file in such a position benefits White. Before playing this push, Black should at least have placed their rook on c8.

After 10. cxd5 exd5 11. dxc5 bxc5, an isolated pawn structure may arise, where White can launch a strong attack on Black’s weak d5 pawn using the maneuver Nf3–e1–d3–f4, but only after preventing Black’s ...d4 push with e3.

If Black responds to 10. cxd5 with 10...Nxd5, White continues with 11. Nxd5 Bxd5 12. e4 Bb7 13. Bb2 Rc8 14. d5!, achieving the strong central passed pawn we analyzed earlier.

After 13. Bb2 cxd4 14. Nxd4, a dynamic central pawn structure emerges, favoring White due to their space advantage. White can then follow up with 14... Rc8 15. Qe2, preparing 16. e5.

One of White’s key ideas after the exchange of light-squared bishops is to exploit the permanent weakness on c6 by maneuvering a knight to that square. Another advantage of this structure is that Black’s queen, left exposed on the d-file, lacks a safe square to retreat to, allowing White potential tactical opportunities.

For example:

15... a6 16. Bh3 Rc7 17. Nxe6! fxe6 18. Bxe6+ Kh8 19. Bxd7 Rxd7 20. Qg4!, giving White a strong attack.

If instead of the dubious 9... c5, Black plays 9... Rc8, White should respond with 10. e4!. Now, if Black follows up with 10... c5, White continues:

11. exd5 exd5 12. Bb2 cxd4 13. Nxd4, maintaining a favorable position.

If Black chooses 12...dxc4 instead of 12...cxd4, White should play 13. d5! (threatening 14.d6!). After 13... cxb3 14. axb3, White achieves a clear advantage.

Catalan  Endgames

GAME 1

Smyslov – Doda

Havana, 1965

1.c4  Nf6  2.d4  c5  3.Nf3  cxd4  4.Nxd4  e6  5.Nc3  Bb4  6.g3  Qa5  7.Bd2  O-O 8 .e3  Qb6  9.a3  Be7  10.b4 Nc6  11.c5 Qd8  12.Bg2  Ne5  13.O-O  d6 14.cxd6  Bxd6  15.Qe2  a6

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Let’s make a general evaluation of the position in the diagram:


	White has a clear space advantage. Their queenside pawns have advanced, gaining control over important squares. The fianchettoed bishop dominates the longest diagonal, making it difficult for Black’s c8 bishop to enter the game.

	The undeveloped queen on d8 is vulnerable to pressure from White’s rooks along the d-file. It is also evident that White holds an advantage on the c-file.

	Black’s knights are in positions where they can be easily disturbed by White’s pawns.



It is highly instructive to analyze how former world champion Smyslov, known for his mastery in endgames, punished his opponent’s planless play.

15...a6

This move, aimed at relieving the black-squared bishop, only creates new weaknesses on Black's queenside.

16.Rfd1  Qe7  17.e4  Bb8  18.h3  Ba7  19.Be3  Bd7  20.f4  Nc6  21.e5  Ne8  22.Nb3!

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

White will gain new attacking opportunities on the queenside with the exchange of black-squared bishops.

22...Bxe3+ 23.Qxe3 Nc7 24.Qc5!

White continues with the plan. While the black squares in Black's camp are vulnerable to attack, Black's pieces are trapped in their own territory.

24...Qxc5+ 25.Nxc5 Bc8 26.N3a4 a5!?

A desperate attempt at liberation before getting completely cramped.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

27.Nb6  Ra7  28.Nxc8  Rxc8  29.Nxb7  Rxb7  30.Bxc6  Rb6  31.Bd7  Rcb8  32.Rac1  Nd5  33.b5  g6  34.a4  h5  35.Bc6  h4  36.Bxd5  exd5  37.Rxd5  hxg3  38.Kg2  f6  39.Kxg3  fxe5 40.fxe5  Kf7  41.Rc7+  Ke6  42.Rdc5  Kf5  43.Rf7+  Ke4  44.Rf4+

1-0
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Chapter 2
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Open Catalan

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

1.d4  d5  2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  Nf6  4.g3  dxc4  5.Bg2  

In such situations, instead of rushing to recapture the pawn, White should take advantage of the black pawn being displaced from the center and aim to establish a strong pawn center. After the necessary preparations, White will push e4 and then attempt to create a passed pawn with the d5 push.

GAME 2

Pavel Eljanov – Igor A. Novikov

ISR. 2011

1.d4  d5  2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  Nf6  4.g3  dxc4  5.Bg2  

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

White can of course immediately recapture the pawn with 5.Qa4+. However, after 5...Bd7 6.Qxc4 Bc6, Black will easily complete their development.

Similarly, after 5.Qa4+ Nbd7 6.Qxc4 a6, and then with ...b5 and ...c5, Black faces no real difficulties.

5...a6 6.O-O b5

Black is trying to solidify the pawn.

In the Catalan Opening, Black's biggest problem is developing their queen-side pieces.

Therefore, if Black succeeds in playing Bb7 here, they will have solved their problems.

7.Ne5!

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Here, Black has two main options: 7...c6 and 7...Nd5.

	After 7...c6, if White chooses to immediately capture the pawn with 8.Nxc6?, they will lose the advantage:


8...Qb6! 9.Ne5 Bb7!

Therefore, the correct move is 8.b3!. The game could continue as follows: 8...cxb3 9.Nxc6 Qb6 10.Na5! Ra7 11.Nxb3, and White is superior.

	7...Nd5


Since the knight has moved away from the kingside and White always has the option of advancing e4, this move is not as good for Black.

Black has chosen this second option in the game.

7...Nd5  8.a4  Bb7  9.axb5  axb5  10.Rxa8  Bxa8  11.e4!  Nf6  12.Nc3  c6

––––––––
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An important position has been reached, which is commonly encountered in practice and holds significant theoretical importance.

13.d5!

This approach, aiming to immediately open the e-file by taking advantage of Black's lack of development and the Black king still being in the center, is the most ideal.

13...cxd5 14.exd5 Nxd5 15.Qh5! g6? 16.Nxg6! fxg6 17.Qe5! and White wins. (After 17...Qf6, 18.Qxb8; after 17...Rg8, 18.Qxe6.)

13...cxd5  14.exd5  Bxd5  15.Bxd5!  exd5  16.Ng4!  Be7  17.Nxf6  Bxf6  18.Re1  Kf8

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

––––––––

[image: ]


Black made the best possible move in the current position, but from this point onwards, the game is lost in any case, so every move thereafter holds the same value. Let's also consider Black's other two options.

18...Be7  19.Nxd5  Nc6  20.Bf4  O-O  21.Nxe7+  Nxe7  22.Qxd8  Rxd8  23.Rxe7 (and White wins:  b4  24.Rb7  c3  25.Rxb4  cxb2  26.Rxb2  Rd1+  27.Kg2  f6  28.Be3  h6  29.Rb3  Ra1  30.Rc3  Ra4  31.Bc1  Ra1  32.g4  Ra5 etc.)

18...Kd7  19.Qxd5+  Kc8  20.Qxb5  Bxc3  21.bxc3  Qd7  22.Qxc4+  etc. 

19.Nxd5  Nc6  20.Be3  h5  21.Bc5+  Kg8  22.Be7!!  Qc8

––––––––
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22...Bxe7  23.Nxe7  white wins, 22...Nxe7  23.Nxf6+  White wins.

23.Bxf6  gxf6  24.Nxf6+  Kg7  25.Nxh5  Kh6  26.Qd6+  Kh5  27.Re4  Kg5  28.h4+  Kh5  29.Qf6  Rg8  30.Qxf7  

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 3

A. Karpov vs Alexander Beliavsky

Linares (1994)

1.d4  Nf6  2.Nf3  d5  3.c4 e6  4.g3  Be7  5.Bg2  O-O    6.O-O  dxc4  7.Qc2  a6  8.a4  Bd7  9.Qxc4  Bc6  10.Bg5  Bd5  11.Qd3  c5  12.Nc3  cxd4  13.Nxd5  Qxd5  14.h4

g5 defends the bishop while threatening Nxd4.

14...Nbd7?!

Beliavsky decides to continue his development with a questionable move. Instead, 14...Nc6 would have been a better choice. 15.Bxf6 gxf6 16.Ng5 Qf5 17.Qxf5 exf5 18.Nh3 d3 19.exd3 Rab8 20.Rfc1 Nd4 21.Rc7 Bd6 22.Rxb7 Rxb7 23.Bxb7 a5, and Black doesn't have a serious problem.

15.Nxd4  Qd6  16.Rfd1  Nc5  17.Qc4  Rfd8

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

The critical point of the game.

Since Black's queen will be exchanged for two rooks (for example, 18.Nf5 Qxd1), White cannot immediately take advantage of the queen's precarious position.

However, Karpov finds a very interesting plan instead.

18.b4! Nxa4

Here, the best move was probably 18...Nce4.

19.Qb3! Qb6

In response to 19...Nb6, 20.Bxb7 Rab8 21.Nc6, and White wins.

Another option for Black would have been 19...Qxb4, obtaining two passed pawns on the queenside in exchange for the piece. However, after 20.Qxb4 Bxb4 21.Rxa4 Bc5 22.Rc4 Ba7 23.Rd3 Rd7 24.Nb3 Nd5 25.Bd2, it is clear that this idea will not work. 

20.e3

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 4

Alexander Khalifman – Igor Novikov

1985

1.d4 d5  2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  Nf6  4.g3  dxc4  5.Bg2  a6  6.O-O  b5  7.Ne5  Nd5  8.a4  Bb7  9.axb5  axb5  10.Rxa8  Bxa8  11.e4  Nf6  12.Nc3  c6  13.Bg5  Bb7  14.Nxf7  Kxf7  15.e5  h6  16.Bh4  Nbd7  17.exf6  Nxf6  18.Bxf6  gxf6  19.Qh5+  Kg7  20.Ra1  Rh7  21.Ne2  Bd6  22.d5!

––––––––
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The most critical moment of the game.

As mentioned earlier, the d5 push is one of the most typical ideas in the Catalan Opening. This pawn push can be made either to create a central passed pawn or, at times, as a sacrifice to place a piece (often a knight) on the critical f5 square.

22...cxd5 23.Nd4!

The ideal square for the knight has been prepared.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

––––––––
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23...Bc8  24.Ra8  Qd7  25.Nxe6+  Qxe6  26.Bxd5  Qd7  27.Rxc8  Qxc8  28.Qf7+  Kh8  29.Qxf6+  Rg7  30.Qxh6+  Rh7  31.Qxd6  Rg7  32.Qh6+  Rh7  33.Qf6+  Rg7  34.h4  Qe8  35.Be6  Qe7  36.Qe5  Qb7  37.Qh5+  Rh7  38.Qe8+  Kg7  39.Qg8+  Kf6  40.Bd5

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 5

Mikhail Tal vs Andrei Sokolov

Brussels, 1988

1.d4  Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.g3  d5  4.Bg2  dxc4  5.Nf3  c5  6.O-O  Nc6  7.Ne5  Bd7  8.Na3  cxd4  9.Naxc4  Bc5  10.Qb3  O-O  11.Bf4  Qc8  12.Rfd1  Rd8  13.Rac1  Nd5

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

After Black's last move, a very striking feature emerges: All of Black's pieces are placed on the queen's side, and there is not a single piece on the king's side to support the Black king. When it comes to king attacks, the first player that comes to mind is Tal, and of course, he will take advantage of this situation.

14.Nxf7!  Kxf7  15.Ne5+  Nxe5  16.Bxe5  b6  17.Qf3+  Kg8  18.Qg4  g6  19.Be4  Be8  20.b4  Nxb4  21.Bxa8  Qxa8  22.Qxe6+  Bf7  23.Qf6  Kf8  24.Qh8+  Ke7  25.Bf6+  Kd7  26.Bxd8  Nc6  27.Bf6  Qxh8  28.Bxh8  Bxa2  29.e3  a5  30.Bxd4  Nxd4  31.exd4  Bd6  32.d5  a4  33.Rc6  Bc5  34.Rc1  Bd4  35.R6c4  Bxc4  36.Rxc4  b5  37.Rxd4  a3  38.Rd1  b4  39.Ra1  Kd6  40.Kf1  Kxd5  41.Ke2

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 6

Kramnik vs. Anand,

Wijk aan Zee 2007

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 Be7 5.Nf3 0-0 6.0-0 dxc4 7.Qc2 a6 8.Qxc4 b5 9.Qc2 Bb7 10.Bd2 Ra7 

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

The idea behind this seemingly odd move is to play Qa8 and then ...c5.

11.Rc1 Be4 12.Qb3 Nc6 13.e3 Qa8 14.Qd1 Nb8

Both players are opting for quite passive moves. Kramnik, to prevent any tactical complications arising after ...Na5, moves his queen back to its original square, while Anand, preparing for the ...c5 push and clearing the white diagonal, retreats his knight. In this position, Black is also seen to prefer the move ...b4. The idea behind this move is simply to prevent Nc3 and is more effective than it appears.

15.Ba5 Rc8 16.a3 Bd6 17.Nbd2 Bd5 18.Qf1

An important moment. It is clear that Black, struggling to advance the c-pawn, will eventually play ...e5 at the right time. With this queen maneuver, which also defends Bg2, White will be able to capture the e5 pawn with the f3 knight.

18...Nbd7 19.b4 e5 20.dxe5 Bxe5 21.Nxe5 Nxe5 22.f3!

This move, which may seem odd at first glance, is actually very strong. Kramnik primarily wants to preserve the pair of bishops. Additionally, this move prepares the e4 push. With the upcoming f3-f4, White’s pawn majority on the king's side will effectively start to mobilize.

22...Nc4 23.Nxc4 Bxc4 24.Qf2 Re8

At this point, it would be useful to make a small clarification regarding White's seemingly out-of-play bishop on a5. In fact, this bishop is much more powerful than it appears, because in order for the bishop to remain seemingly trapped on a5, Black's pawn must stay on c7. As long as this pawn stays there, Black’s a7 rook is also out of play. Once the pawn advances, the bishop will forcefully re-enter the game via the b6 square. The position is advantageous for White.

25.e4 c6 26.Rd1 Rd7 27.Rxd7 Nxd7 28.Rd1 Qb7 29.Rd6 f6 30.f4 Re6 31.Rd2 Re7 32.Qd4 Nf8 33.Qd8 Rd7 34.Rxd7 Qxd7 35.Qxd7 Nxd7 36.e5 fxe5 37.Bxc6 Nf6 38.Bb7 exf4 39.gxf4 Nd5 40.Kf2 Nxf4 41.Ke3 g5 42.Bxa6 Kf7 43.a4 Ke7 44.Bxb5 Bxb5 45.axb5 Kd7 46.Ke4 Ne2 47.Bb6 g4 48.Bf2 Nc3 49.Kf5 Nxb5 50.Kxg4 Ke6 51.Kg5 Kf7 52.Kf5 Ke7 53.Bc5

1–0

GAME 7

Kramnik vs. Carlsen,

Dortmund, 2007

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.d4

Kramnik, renowned for his successes in positional play, began the game as usual with 1.Nf3 and developed his bishop to the long diagonal. With his last move, he chooses to enter the Catalan opening. Here, 4.b3 could also have been played, opting for the Reti opening.

4...Be7 5.Bg2 0-0

As mentioned earlier, in these types of structures, Black takes time to develop the queen’s bishop because the pawns on f7, e5, and d5 make it difficult. Carlsen completes his kingside development before deciding how to develop the queenside.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

6.0-0 dxc4

Carlsen chooses to enter the Open Catalan.

7.Qc2 a6

Trying to hold onto the pawn won with 7...b5 is also an approach often preferred by players, but as experience shows, it's usually healthier for Black to give up the pawn instead and overcome development issues.

8.Qxc4

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

White sometimes prefers the move 8.a4, which prevents the ...b5 push. In this case, the game usually continues with 8...Bd7 9.Qxc4 Bc6. Black has managed to develop the c8 bishop without advancing the queen-side pawns. The game will proceed with 10.Bf4 a5, and later with the maneuver ...Na6-...Nb4. Black will try to take advantage of the weakened b4 square created by the a4 push. The position is roughly balanced, and Black has no issues.

8...b5 9.Qc2 Bb7

And the development problem of the bishop is solved. However, since the c7 pawn is behind, it cannot be said that Black has fully equalized the position. When the time comes, Black will attempt to fix the weak position of the pawn with ...c5.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

10.Bd2

A subtle positional move. With 10.Ba5, White places the queen in a pin and prevents the ...c5 push.

10...Nc6 11.e3 Nb4 12.Bxb4 Bxb4

Carlsen gains the advantage of the bishop pair.

13.a3

The purpose of this move is not so much to chase the bishop but to prepare the b4 push. Kramnik plans to permanently prevent the ...c5 move and take advantage of the backward c7 pawn.

13...Be7 14.Nbd2 Rc8 15.b4 a5?! 16.Ne5!

This highlights the weakness of the c6 square.

16...Nd5 

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

The most critical point of the game.

If 16...Bxg2 17.Kxg2 axb4 18.Nc6! Qd7 19.axb4, White is advantageously positioned.

17.Nb3!

This strategic move not only attacks the weak a5 pawn but also aims to increase the pressure on the critical c6 square.

17...axb4 18.Na5!

An effective intermediate move.

18...Ba8 19.Nac6 Bxc6 20.Nxc6 Qd7 21.Bxd5 

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

At first glance, this move seems bad, as it voluntarily gives up the strong fianchetto bishop to the knight. However, in chess, concrete variations are more important than general principles. Of course, Black cannot capture the bishop with the queen, and after the move made in the game, Kramnik has dominated the board positionally.

21...exd5 22.axb4 Rfe8 23.Ra5 Bf8 24.Ne5

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

A moment that deserves attention. If White had played 24.Rxb5 directly instead, Black could have obtained some counterplay with 24...Re6 25.Rc1 Ra6.

24...Qe6 25.Rxb5 Rb8 26.Rxb8 Rxb8 27.Qxc7 Bd6 28.Qa5 Bxb4 29.Rb1 Qd6 30.Qa4

1–0

GAME 8

Garry Kasparov vs Viktor Korchnoi

London 1983

1.d4  Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.g3  d5  4.Bg2  dxc4 

Korchnoi prefers to enter the open variation. As in the previous game, the goal here is not to win a pawn, but to dynamically solve the development issue of the c8 bishop (with ...Bd7 and ...Bc6).

5.Nf3 Bd7 6.Qc2 c5 7.O-O Bc6 8.Qxc4 Nbd7 9.Bg5 Rc8 10.Bxf6 Nxf6

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

A slightly better move could have been 10...Qxf6. After 11.Nc3 Be7, Black would have completed development smoothly without any issues.

Meanwhile, Black's overly ambitious play by capturing the d4 pawn (after 11...Bxf3) leads to losing the game: 12.Bxf3 Qxd5 13.Qb3 b6 14.Bb7 Rb8 (14...Rc7 doesn't work because of 15.Nb4) 15.Bc6, and then Rd1 wins.

11.dxc5 Bxf3 12.Bxf3 Bxc5 13.Qb5+ Qd7 14.Nc3

––––––––

[image: ]
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––––––––
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Kasparov is forcing the queen exchange. While this would simplify the game, the idea of aggressively placing the knight into the opponent's camp is quite sharp and gives White good chances.

14...Qxb5 15.Nxb5 Ke7!

––––––––
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––––––––
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A creative defensive move. If White captures the pawn with 16.Bxb7, then 16...Rb8 17.Ba6 Rb6 would forcefully allow Black to save the game.

16.b4! Bxb4 17.Nxa7 Rc7 18.Rfc1 Rd7? 

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

––––––––
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The first mistake of the game. Here, contrary to the general chess principle of "capturing is a mistake," Black should have played 18...Rxc1 19.Rxc1 Ra8. After 20.Rc7+ Kf8 21.Rxb7 Bc5 22.Nc6 Bd6, although the position wouldn't be completely equal, Black would likely have enough defense.

19.Rab1 Bd2 20.Rc2 Rhd8 21.Bxb7 Kf8 22.Nc6 Rc7 23.Rbb2 Rd6 24.a4! Be1 25.Rb1 Nd5 26.Ba8 Rc8 27.Bb7 Rc7 28.Rc4 Ne7 29.Ne5 Ba5+ 30.Rb5 Ng6 31.Nc6 Rd1+ 32.Kg2 Be1 33.a5 Ne7 34.a6 Nxc6 35.Rxc6 Rxc6 36.Bxc6 Ra1 37.Rb8+ Ke7 38.Rb7+ Kd6 39.Bb5 Bc3 40.Rxf7 Bf6 41.Rd7+ Kc5 42.Bd3 h6 43.Rb7 Ra3 44.a7 Kd5 45.f3 Kd6 46.Rb6+ 

1-0
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Chapter 3
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Closed Catalan
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Queen's Indian Structure

The reason Black chooses this variation is usually to avoid the main lines of the Catalan opening. Black, having prepared the Queen's Indian Defense, hopes to catch White unprepared. In reality, White does not need detailed preparation; applying the basic ideas will be sufficient.

GAME 9

Miton – Brownscombe

Philadelphia 2002

––––––––
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1.d4  Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  d5  4.g3  b6

––––––––
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––––––––
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In the position shown in the diagram, we see a typical Queen's Indian structure. The only difference is that the queen's bishop's diagonal has been closed early, and White can try to take advantage of this.

5.Bg2 Bb7 6. O-O Be7

The main move. The other option, 6...dxc4, leads to 7. Qa4+ Nbd7 8. Ne5.

The less common 6...Bd6 move is not sufficient, as White can attack the bishop with moves like Nb5 or e4.

Against 6...Nbd7, White usually responds with exchanges on d5: 7. cxd5 Nxd5 8. Re1 Bb4?! 9. Bg5! Be7 10. e4 Bxg5 11. exd5 Bxd5 12. Nxg5 Bxg2 13. Nxe6, and White has a decisive positional advantage.

7.Nc3  O-O  8.Ne5  

––––––––
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Taking advantage of the early ...d5 push. Here, Black's main move is 8...Nbd7, with other options being 8...c5, 8...c6, 8...Na6, and 8...Qc8.

The 8...c5 choice is premature due to White's better central control.

The 8...c6 move is passive, and White can easily play 9. e4.

Against 8...Na6, White follows the standard Queen's Indian idea by exchanging pawns on d5 and then playing Bf4: 9. cxd5 exd5 10. Bf4 c5 11. Rc1 Ne4 12. dxc5 Naxc5 13. Nxe4 dxe4 14. Qc2, and White has a slight advantage.

After 8...Qc8, White's standard idea is to carry out a double exchange on d5: 9. cxd5 Nxc5 10. Nxd5 exd5 11. Qb3 Qe6 12. Nd3 Rd8 13. Be3 c6 14. Rfd1 Nd7 15. Rac1, with White having a slight advantage.

8...Nbd7 9. Qa4 Nxe5 10. dxe5 Ne4 11. Nxe4 dxe4 12. Rfd1 Qe8 13. Qc2 Qc6

The e4 pawn is very weak and cannot be defended.

14.Rd4 Qc5 15. Rd7 Rd8 16. Be3 Qxe5 17. Bf4 Qf6 18. Rxc7, and White has a decisive advantage.

Playing in the Tarrasch Style

When the Catalan transposes into the Tarrasch Defense, White's main strategy is simply to develop their pieces quickly, connecting them, and thereby applying pressure on the opponent's central pawns.

––––––––
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GAME 10

Tkachiev – M.V. Lagrave

2003

1.d4  Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  d5  4.g3  c5

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

With this move, the game transposes into the Tarrasch Defense. White should always be prepared for such transitions, as, as previously mentioned, similar transitions can occur in the Catalan opening.


5.cxd5 Nxd5



It could also continue with 5...exd5:


6.Bg2 Nc6 7. O-O Be7 8. Nc3 O-O 9. Bg5 h6 10. Bxf6 Bxf6 11. dxc5 Bxc3 12. bxc3 Be6 13. Nd4 Qa5 14. Qb3 Qxc5 15. e4! Na5 16. Qb4 Rc8 17. Nxe6 fxe6 18. Bh3! Rfe8 19. exd5 Qxd5 20. Rad1 Qh5 21. Bg4 Qc5 22. Re1, and in the game Panno-Ingolotti 1971, White has a clear advantage.



6.Bg2 Nc6 7. O-O Be7

Due to being behind in development, 7...cxd4, aiming to eliminate the central tension, does not give Black equality: 8. Nxd4 Bd7 9. e4 Nf6 10. Nc3 Bc5 11. Nb3 Be7 12. Be3 O-O 13. Nc5, and White is slightly better due to their initiative.

8.dxc5

Note that White waits for Black to place their bishop on e7 before exchanging this pawn. This allows White to gain a tempo.

8...Bxc5 9. a3 O-O

The move 9...a5, aimed at preventing the b4 push, would lead to 10. Qc2 Qe7 11. e4 Nf6 12. e5 Nd5 13. Bg5! f6 14. exf6 gxf6 15. Bh6 Bd7 16. Nbd2, where White gains the initiative. (Black's king remains dangerously in the center while all the pieces are still on the board.)

10.Qc2 Be7 11. Rfd1 Qc7 12. e4 Nf6 13. Bf4 Qb6  14. Nc3

White has already completed their development and holds the initiative in the center, giving them a slight advantage. How Black will develop their queen's bishop remains uncertain.

Triangle Structure

GAME 11

Richard Reti vs Efim Bogoljubov

New York, 1924

1.Nf3

The notes in parentheses belong to A. Alekhine.

1...Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.g3  d5  4.Bg2  Bd6  5.O-O  O-O  6.b3  Re8  7.Bb2  Nbd7  8.d4

––––––––
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––––––––
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At the time this game was played, Catalan theory was not as developed as it is today. Nowadays, in similar positions where Black develops their bishop to d6, a slightly different approach is taken.

For example, after the moves:


	d4 Nf6

	c4 e6

	Nf3 d5

	g3 c6

	Bg2 Nbd7

	O-O Bd6



White continues with 7. Nfd2!, despite the principle that “a piece should not be moved twice in the opening.” After 7...b5:

	8. e4 bxc4 9. e5 Nxe5 10. dxe5 Bxe5 11. Re1 Bc7 12. b3!, and White has better chances.


B) 8. c5 Bc7 9. e4 dxe4 10. Nxe4 Nxe4 11. Bxe4 Bb7 12. Nc3, and White is clearly better.

Now, let’s return to our game:

(This move, which refutes 2...e6 from a positional standpoint, is based on the idea that Black cannot effectively develop their queen’s bishop.)

8...c6  9.Nbd2

––––––––

[image: ]
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––––––––
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9...Ne4

(If the liberating move 9...e5, as suggested by Rubinstein and others, is indeed the best move here, then Black's entire game plan must be flawed. The simple continuation 10. cxd5 cxd5 11. dxe5 Nxe5 12. Nxe5 Bxe5 13. Bxe5 Rxe5 14. Nc4 Re8 15. Nc3 Be6 16. Qd4 would give White a direct attack against the isolated queen's pawn, leaving Black with no counterplay. Moreover, the move chosen by Bogoljubow would eventually lead to the exchange of knights without compromising his position.)

10.Nxe4  dxe4  11.Ne5  f5  12.f3

––––––––
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(The correct strategy.

After Black has weakened their central position, White should immediately aim to open up the game as much as possible to exploit this weakness.)

12... exf3 13. Bxf3

(Not 13. exf3, because the e-pawn should be used as a battering ram.)

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

––––––––
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13...Qc7

(13... Nxe5 14. dxe5 Bc5+ 15. Kg2 Bd7 (After the queen exchange, this bishop would be unable to enter the game) 16. e4, White would have a decisive advantage in the position.)

14.Nxd7  Bxd7  15.e4  e5

––––––––
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––––––––
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(Otherwise, 16. e5 would be followed by a breakthrough operation via d5 or g4. However, after the move played in the game, Black seems to have largely overcome the difficulties of the opening, placing White under the obligation to play with extreme precision in order to capitalize on the hidden advantages of their position.)

16.c5  Bf8  17.Qc2

––––––––
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(Simultaneously attacks both of Black's central pawns.)

17... exd4

(Black's options are limited; for example, 17... fxe4 would fail due to 18. Bxe4, with threats against h7 and e5.)

18.exf5  Rad8

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

––––––––
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19.Bh5

(The first move of a carefully calculated and precise maneuver. This maneuver will rightfully crown White's well-played game.)

19...Re5  20.Bxd4  Rxf5

––––––––
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––––––––
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(If 20... Rd5 21. Qc4 Kh8 22. Bg4, White is a pawn up and has a superior position.)

21. Rxf5 Bxf5 22. Qxf5 Rxd4 23. Rf1 Rd8

(After 23... Qe7 24. Bf7+ Kh8 25. Bd5 Qf6 26. Qc8, Black has no defense left.)

24.Bf7+  Kh8  25.Be8!

––––––––
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––––––––
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(A brilliant finish! Black resigns, as after 25... Bxc5+, they would lose at least a bishop.)

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 12

Lajos Portisch – Ivan Radulov

1977

1.Nf3  Nf6  2.g3 e6  3.Bg2  Be7  4.O-O  O-O  5.c4  d5  6.d4  c6

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

The game starts with the Reti opening and transposes into the Catalan. The Catalan opening offers rich transposition possibilities, and it is common for openings such as the Reti opening, English opening, Queen's Gambit, and Bogo-Indian Defense to transpose into the Catalan.

7.Qc2

This move supports the typical e4 idea while preparing to respond to Black's ...b6 with Rd1. After Rd1, it will not be easy for Black to open the game with ...c5.

7...b6  8.Rd1  Nbd7  9.b3  Bb7  10.Nc3  Rc8  11.e4  dxe4  12.Nxe4

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Now, if Black plays 12... c5, both the d-file and the h1-a8 diagonal will open up dangerously.

For example, 12... c5 13. Nxf6 Bxf6 14. Ng5, with threats of both checkmate and winning the bishop.

12...Nxe4  13.Qxe4  Qc7  14.Bf4  Bd6  15.Bxd6  Qxd6  16.c5

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

By blocking the opponent's active play on the queenside, White will soon shift their attention to the kingside. Ideas such as creating a queen-bishop battery, transferring the rook to the h-file with Kg2-Rh1, and pushing h4-h5 are typical ideas for a kingside attack in the Catalan opening. 

16...Qe7  17.b4  Rfd8  18.Qc2  Nf6  19.Ne5  Nd5  20.a3  b5

The idea behind Black's last move is to prevent the Nc4–Nd6 maneuver.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

21.Be4  g6  22.h4  a5  23.bxa5  Ra8  24.a4  b4  25.Bxd5  Rxd5  26.Rab1  f6  27.Ng4  Rad8  28.Rxb4  Bc8  29.Ne3  R5d7  30.Rb8  e5  31.d5  cxd5  32.c6  Rd6  33.c7  Rf8  34.Rxd5  f5  35.Qc5  Re6  36.Qxe7  Rxe7  37.Rxc8  Rxc8  38.Rd8+  Re8  39.Rxe8+  Rxe8  40.Nd5

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 13

Boris Gulko – Daniel H. Campora

1987

1.d4  d5  2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  Be7  4.g3  Nf6  5.Bg2  O-O  6.Qc2  c6  7.O-O  b5?!

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

The aim of this typically preferred move is to clarify the situation in the center as soon as possible.

8.c5  a5  9.Nbd2  Nbd7  10.e4  Nxe4  11.Nxe4  dxe4  12.Qxe4  Ra6

The rook has been dragged to an awkward square. Whether the pawn needs to be defended is debatable. Instead of this last move, 12... Nf6 13. Qc2 (13. Qxc6 Bd7 14. Qb6 Qxb6 15. cxb6 Ra6 16. Ne5 Rxb6 17. Bd2 b4 18. Rfc1 Ba4 etc.) 13... Nd5 14. Re1 a4 15. Ne5 Bd7 16. Be4 h6 17. Bd2 Be8 18. Re2 f5 19. Bg2 Bf6 would have been a better continuation.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

13.Re1  Re8  14.h4  Nf6  15.Qc2  Nd5  16.a4

The purpose of this move is to force Black to play ...b4, thereby weakening the c4 square.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

16...b4  17.Ne5  Qc7  18.Be4

As mentioned earlier, under the right conditions, setting up a queen-bishop battery on the b1-h7 diagonal, opening the h-file with moves like h2-h4-h5, and transferring the rook to the h-file with Kg2-Rh1 to initiate a kingside attack are some of the most common themes in the Catalan opening.

Now, if Black plays 18... h6, 19. Bh7+! Kf8 20. Bd3! Ra8 21. Bc4! (with the threat of 22. Qh7) and if Black tries to stop this threat with 22... Kg8, then 23. Nxc6! follows.

18...g6  19.h5  Bf6  20.hxg6  hxg6  21.Bxg6  fxg6  22. Qxg6+ Kf8 23. Re4! Ke7 24. Bg5 Rf8 25. Rf4

The game is completely lost for Black. Therefore, in practice, all of their moves are of equal value.

25... Qd8

In response to 25... Nxf4?, 26. Qg7+!, and Black's queen falls.

The move 25... Kd8 is, of course, hopeless: 26. Bxf6+ Nxf6 27. Qh6 Qe7 28. Ng6 Qe8 29. Nxf8 Nd5 30. Rh4, etc.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

26.Rxf6  Nxf6  27.Re1  Qd5  28.Qg7+  Ke8  29.Bxf6  Ra7  30.Qg6+  Raf7  31.Nxf7  Rxf7  32.Re5  Qf3  33.Qg8+

1-0

––––––––
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GAME 14

Boris Gulko – Anthony Saidy

1987

1.d4  Nf6 2.c4  e6  3.Nf3  d5  4.g3  Be7  5.Bg2  O-O  6.Qc2  Nbd7  7.O-O  c6  8.b3  b5  9.c5 

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

This move, along with a future e4 push at the right moment, will render Black's c8 bishop inactive, fix the c6 pawn as a weakness, and give White control of the d6 square as a stronghold. In return, it has the disadvantage of leaving the d5 square for Black.

9...a5  10.Nc3  Ba6  11.Re1  Rc8  12.e4  Nxe4

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

If Black chooses 12... b4 here, White gains an advantage with 13. e5.

13. Nxe4 dxe4 14. Qxe4 Nf6 15. Qe2 Nd5 16. Bd2 Ra8 17. Ne5 Bb7 18. h4 Bf6 19. Qg4 Bxe5 20. dxe5!

The best move. From here, the game is won for White.

The other option, 20. Rxe5 Nf6 21. Qf4 Qd7 22. Rae1 b4 23. h5 h6 24. g4 Nh7 25. Rd1 Rae8 26. Qg3, also leaves White with an advantage, but the game is not yet won.

After 20. Bxd5?, then 20... Bxd4 21. Qxd4 Qxd5 22. Qf4 Bc8 23. Rad1 f6 24. Bc3 Qxc5 25. Bxa5 Qe7 26. Bb6 e5 27. Qe4 Qb7 28. Bc5 Re8 29. Rd6 Be6 30. Rxc6 Rxc6, White would not only lose their advantage but also fall into a worse position.

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

20...Kh8  21.Bg5  Qc7  22.Rad1  h6  23.Be4  a4  24.Qh5  axb3  25.Rxd5  cxd5  26.Bf6  Kg8  27.Qg4  g6  28.Bxg6

1-0

GAME 15

Jan Smejkal – Nikola Padevsky

1971

1.c4  Nf6  2.g3  e6  3.Bg2  d5  4.Nf3  Be7  5.O-O  O-O  6.d4  Nbd7  7.Qc2  c6  8.b3  b6  9.Bb2  Bb7  10.Nc3  Rc8  11.Rad1  Qc7  12.e4  Nxe4  13.Nxe4  dxe4  14.Qxe4  c5

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Here, White could have opted to exchange the d-pawn for the c-pawn, entering a pawn majority structure on the queenside, which would have provided an advantage in the endgame. However, Smejkal chooses the even stronger option.

15.d5!  Bf6  16.Qc2  exd5  17.cxd5  Bxb2  18.Qxb2

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

White gains a passed pawn in the center during the middle game. Having such a pawn is usually a serious advantage, provided one knows how to exploit it: the pawn should be pushed forward at the first opportunity, and while the opponent is busy trying to stop it, the side with the passed pawn should initiate an attack on the kingside. The side with the passed pawn gains significant maneuvering ability due to the spatial advantage it provides, while the opponent's pieces are largely tied down to defense.

18...Rcd8  19.d6  Qb8  20.Nh4  g6  21.Rfe1  f6  22.Bxb7  Qxb7  23.Re7  Qc6  24.Qe2  Ne5  25.Rc7  Qa8  26.f4  Nf7  27.Qe7  Rde8  28.Qxf6  Qe4  29.Re7  Rxe7  30.dxe7  Qe3+  31.Kf1

1-0

––––––––
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4...Bb4+ varyantı

1.d4  Nf6  2.c4  e6  3.g3  d5  4.Nf3  Bb4+

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

Black's idea is to make White's bishop move to the "wrong" square. After White plays Bd2, Black will play Be7. At first glance, this maneuver may seem like a tempo loss, but at least theoretically, this tempo loss is worth it for the coordination difficulties White will experience.

5.Bd2

We have previously mentioned the transpositional possibilities in the Catalan Opening. In this variation, a structure similar to the Bogo-Indian Defense has transposed into the Catalan.

5...Be7  6.Bg2  O-O  7.O-O  Nbd7  8.Qc2  c6  9.Rd1  b6  10.b3  Bb7  11.Nc3 Rc8 12.e4  c5  13.exd5

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

It's better than 13.e5. (After the Nf6-e8-c7 maneuver, the black knight would reach an ideal square.)

13...exd5  14.Be3!

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

And now again, after 14...dxc4?! there is 15.d5! which gives White an advantage.

12.e4 dxe4 (instead of 12...c5).

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

13.Nxe4 c5  14.Nxf6  Nxf6  15.Bc3

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

If Black plays 16...Qc7 here, White simply continues with 17.dxc5 Qxc5 18.Ng5!

GAME 16

Alexander Beliavsky – Lajos Portisch

1998

1.Nf3 d5  2.d4 Nf6  3.c4  e6  4.g3  Bb4+ 

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

5.Bd2  Be7  6.Bg2  O-O  7.O-O  Nbd7  8.Qc2  c6  9.Rd1  b6  10.b3  Bb7  11.Nc3  Rc8  12.e4  dxe4  13.Ng5  c5  14.dxc5  Nxc5  15.Ncxe4  Nfxe4  16.Nxe4  Nxe4  17.Bxe4  Bxe4  18.Qxe4  Bf6  19.Bc3  Qe7  20.Bxf6  Qxf6  21.Rd4! Rc7

––––––––
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If 21...Rfd8?; 22.Rad1 Rxd4 23.Qxd4 Qxd4 24.Rxd4, White has a clear advantage.

22.Rad1  h6  23.Kg2

[image: Your Generated Chess Board]

By occupying the d-file, Beliavsky is taking advantage of his opponent's difficult position and developing his own. In situations where the opponent has no counterplay, a general chess principle is to develop the position before making any aggressive moves.
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