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Chapter 1






Janet leaned her forehead against the kitchen window. The glass was cold. March in Ohio brought mud, gray skies, and a wind that made her bones ache. The backyard outside was empty—just dirt, dead grass, and the chain-link fence Tom put up twenty years ago.

The fence was rusting now.

Everything rusted in time. Tom had been gone for eight months. The doctors said the cancer would take six weeks, but it took three months. Janet watched him shrink until he no longer looked like himself. He became someone unrecognizable.

She turned from the window. The kitchen table was piled with unopened mail—mostly bills. Sympathy cards sat there too, but she stopped reading them after the first dozen. They all said the same things: Time heals. God has a plan. He's in a better place.

Janet didn't believe any of it. At this point, cards seemed like meaningless paper sitting on a table waiting to be tossed. 








