
		
			[image: TimesOfTerror2022_HorrorHolidays_Cover.jpg]
		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Christmas

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Gremlins

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Scrooged

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Krampus

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Edward Scissorhands

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			The Nightmare Before Christmas

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			The Conjuring 2

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Dead End

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Black Christmas

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Black Christmas

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Secret Santa

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Jaws: The Revenge

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Nekrotronic

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Tales from the Crypt

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Anna and the Apocalypse

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Sick for Toys

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Body

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Mercy Christmas

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			P2

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Game Over

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Night of the Comet

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Better Watch Out

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			ATM

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Slay Belles

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Stalled

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Toys of Terror

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Let It Snow

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Paranormal Activity: The Ghost Dimension



OEBPS/image/8.jpg
" TORECREATE WHAT HE FOUND.

‘ﬁ WE KING OF HALLOWEEN TOWN DISCOVERS CHRISTMAS TOWN AND ATTEMPTS
X\

- THIS ONEAAS MADE FOR KIDS BUT WILL HAVEADULTSIN AWEIFYOUREHESTANT T0
INITIATE YOUR LITTLE ONES TO HORROR BUT ARE COMFORTABLE WITH DARK THEMES, THEN
CONSIDER THIS AN INTERESTING GATEWAY. THERE ARE TWO THINGS CHILDREN OF A GERTAIN
CULTURE PREFER T0 EASTER: HALLOWEEN AND CHRISTMAS. THAT'S HOW THE CREATORS SEE
1T ANYWAY. WELL, THEY MIXED BOTH HOLIDAYS INTO A NICE LITTLE PACKAGE.

LIKE MANY ANIMATION FILIS, THIS IS A MUSICAL. THE SONGS ARE SOMETIES CATCHY AND
‘THE CHOREOGRAPHY EXTREMELY IWAGINATIVE. DANNY ELFMAN DID THE SCORE AND DOES
JACK SKELLINGTON'S SINGING VOICE. TIM BURTON CONTRIBUTED HEAVILY AND PRODUCED.
"THE FILW PORTRAYS THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HALLOWEEN AND CHRISTMAS, ASKING THE
QUESTION: “WHY DO WE EVEN CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN?".

BOTH WORLDS HAVE THEIR PALETTE, VISUAL PATTERNS, AND SET DESIGN, AND EVERYTHING,
HERE, TASTES AND SWELLS LIKE Il BURTON. THIS IS ONE OF HIS BEST PRODUCTIONS. HE
DOESN'T TAKE KIDS FOR IDIOTS. HE NEVER DID. THE WRITERS DON'T FEEL THE NEED T0
JUSTIFY THE DARK SIDE OF THEIR STORY, NOR DO THEY NEED TO ANTAGONIZE HALLOWEEN
JUST BEGAUSE 'S SINISTER. ACCEPTING WHO WE ARE IS THE MORAL OF THE STORY.
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OH, THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL,
BUTTHIS LIST IS SO DELIGHTFUL. AND SINCE
YOU'VE NO PLACE TO GO, HERE ARE 91
RANKED REVIEWS OF CHRISTMAS-THEMED
HORROR MOVIES. HO, HO, HO!

GET READY FOR THE ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS
HORRORTHON!

NAUGHTY OR NICE?

J
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CHRISTMAS FILM #12

A MAN DISCOVERS THAT HE IS PART OF A SECRET SECT OF MAGICAL BEINGS WHO
'HUNT DOWN DEMONS ON THE INTERNET.

"THE MINUTE YOU POP THIS N, YOU KNOW YOU'VE STUMBLED UPON SOMETHING ELSE. IT
LEVERAGES ALL THE HORRIFIG IDEAS AUGMENTED REALITY AND MODERN VIDED GAMES
AROUSE. NEKROTRONIC S ACTION AND SPECIAL EFFECTS-DRIVEN, BUT IT ALSO HAS A SOLID
SCRIPT AND A GOOD CAST. THE PACING IS INCESSANT, THERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING CRAZY
'HAPPENING, BUT EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON.

BEN 0'TOOLE'S CHARACTER GOES FROM WHAT S-HIS-NAWE WHO PICKS UP YOUR SHIT FOR
ALIVING TO SOME KIND OF CHOSEN ONE. AS MONICA BELLUCCIS CHARACTER PUTS IT, THE
MONSTERS ARE BASICALLY “GHOSTS ON STERDIDS”. THIS WHOLE FILM IS ON STEROIDS.

'YOU NEVER KNOW WHERE T0 LOOK AND YOU KEEP GETTING THE IMPRESSION THAT YOURE
MISSING SOETHING. WHATEVER YOU DO, DON'T BLINK.

'EXTREMELY DYNAMIC AND EQUALLY IMAGINATIVE, NEKROTRONIC IS ONE HELL OF A RDE.
IT'S AN UNUSUAL MIX OF HORROR, ACTION, AND SCIENCE FICTION. TS INSPIRATIONS ARE

‘0BVIOUS; THE MATRIX, GHOSTBUSTERS; THERE'S A BIT OF JOHN DIES AT THE END THROWN IN
FOR GOOD MEASURE. THAT BEING SAID, THE SCRIPT IS QUITE DENSE AND IS TS OWN BEAST.|
HAD A BLAST WITH THIS ONE!
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‘TALES FROH THE CRYPT COMES OUT AS A PLEASANT SURPRISE AFTER THE LESSER TWO
ENTRIES. SOME WILL FIND IT EVEN SURPASSES ON MANY LEVELS THE FIRST INSTALLMENT
INTHE AMICUS COLLECTION: DR, TERROR'S HOUSE OF HORRORS. T IS ALSO ARGUABLY THE
MOST CREATIVE ANTHOLOGY IN THE FRANCHISE. T AVOIDS RELYING ON CLASSIC MONSTERS
‘TO TELL TS HORRORS AND THAT'S THE ULTIMATE REASON IT SUCGEEDS SO WELL.

‘THE SEGMENTS ARE ALL HIGHLY ENTERTAINING. THE TWISTS ARE BRILLIANT AND HARD

‘T0 PREDICT. THE DIFFERENT NARRATIVES USED ARE UNPRECEDENTED, THE SAME CAN BE
SAID ABOUT SET AND PRODUCTION DESIGN. BECAUSE TALES FROM THE CRYPT TAKES TS
SOURCE MATERIAL FROM POPULAR EC COMIC PUBLICATIONS, THE SETS ARE HIGH IN COLOR,
CONTRAST AND SHOW GREAT DEPTH AND DETAIL.

‘THE ANTAGONISTS ARE VARIED AND ALL INTERESTING. THEY BRING THEIR WORLD INTO
‘THEIR RESPECTIVE SEGHENTS. EVIL SANTA, A GENIE HIDING N A STATUETTE, A REVENANT,
VALENTINE'S DAY PRANKSTERS, AND A BERSERK DOG; THIS ANTHOLOGY CAN SEEMINGLY
MAKE ANYTHING OR ANYONE AS AMUSING AS SCARY. TALES FROM THE CRYPT OFFERS FIVE
HORROR STORIES IN WHICH THE BAD GUYS GET IT WORSE THAN THEIR VICTINS...
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CHRISTMAS FILM #6

TWO GHOST HUNTERS ATTEMPT T0 EXORCISE A FAMILY'S HOUSE.

‘THIS IS ONE OF THE SCARIEST MOVIES YOU'LL EVER SEE. JAMES WAN, WRITER AND
DIRECTOR, SURPASSES HIMSELF BY POLISHING HIS STYLE. HE USES CAMERA TRICKS HE'S

'PERFECTED AND LOUD NOISES T0 MAKE US CRINGE AND JUMP. THIS FILM CONTAINS ONE OF
THE LARGEST AMOUNTS OF JUMP SCARES IN HORROR MOVIE HISTORY. T IS RELENTLESS; A
LONG ROLLER-COASTER RIDE. IT SIMPLY WON'T LET YOU BREATHE!

‘THE PICTURE MOSTLY CENTERS ON ONE CASE OF HAUNTING AND PUSSESSION, BUT A COUPLE
OF SUBPLOTS ORBIT AROUND IT. WE'RE DEALING WITH A GHOST. A SPIRIT, AND A DEMON,
WHICH CONVOLUTES THE STORY BUT PREVENTS IT FROM BURNING TO0 SLOWLY AND HAVING
PACING ISSUES. IN OTHER WORDS, YOU HIGHT SPEND MOST OF YOUR TIME COVERING YOUR
'FACE. THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING HORRIBLE GOING ON AND TENSION NEVER DROPS.

‘THE ACTORS ARE STELLAR; EVEN THE KIDS. THE PHOTOGRAPHY IS TEXTURED, ALWAYS
 CONTROLLED; NEVER T0O LIGHT AND NEVER T0O DARK. THE CAMERA HOVEMENTS ARE
'FLUID AND MATHEMATICALLY SYNCHRONIZED WITH THE EFFECTS. YOU CAN'T EVEN TELL
\WHAT IS PRACTICAL AND WHAT IS COMPUTER-ALTERED. THE ONLY PROBLEM, HERE, IS THE
PROCEDURAL.CONVENIENT CONCLUSIONS TO COMPLEX PHENOMENA ARE DRAWN AND TURN
OUTTO BERIGHT.
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| "' ONCHRISTAS EVE, ON THEIR WAY T0 A GELEBRATION, A FAMILY TRIES A

y: ‘\}r SHORTCUT AND SOON REGRETS IT.
{

\\‘ DEAD END IS AS AMUSING AS IT IS SINISTER. IT'S A CHRISTMAS-THEMED HORROR MOVIE, BUT
IT COULDN'T BE FURTHER FROM A CELEBRATION. IT SENDS SHIVERS DOWN OUR SPINE ON
MANY OCCASIONS. IT IS SUSPENSEFUL, IT IS SAD, AND IT CONTAINS IMAGINATIVE GORE. THE
SCREENPLAY IS CLEVER AND COLORFUL. THE FILM IS TOLD LIKE A CLASSIC CAMPFIRE TALE.
‘THE BUDGET IS RELATIVELY SMALL BUT THAT'S NEVER A PROBLEM.

LIN SHAYE PLAYS A MOTHER WHO IS LOSING GRIP ON HER FAMILY AND, SOON, ON REALITY.
RAY WISE IS THE ABRUPT AND IMPATIENT HUSBAND AND FATHER, MICK CAIN 1S THE COMIC
RELIEF, ALEXANDRA HOLDEN, THE TRAUMATIZED DAUGHTER, AND WILLIAM ROSENFELD, HER
BORING BOYFRIEND. THESE GUYS HAVE GREAT CHEMISTRY. WE BUY THEM AS A FAMILY. WHEN
SHIT HITS THE FAN, WE SYMPATHIZE INSTANTLY.

MOST OF THE RUNNING TIME IS SPENT INSIDE AND ARDUND A CAR, AT NIGHT, AND THIS

PROBABLY WASN'T EASY T0 SHOOT. THIS MOVIE BEING DIALOGUE-DRIVEN, WERE IN 600D

HANDS WITH WRITERS AND DIRECTORS JEAN-BAPTISTE ANDREA AND FABRICE CANEPA. THE
3 ACTORS DELIVER THEIR LINES EFFORTLESSLY. IT ROLLS OFF THEIR TONGUES. THE CREATORS
‘TRULY CAUGHT LIGHTNING N A BOTTLE WITH DEAD END.
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CHRISTMAS FILM #20

A COMET WIPES OUT MOST HUMANS, LEAVING TWO SISTERS FIGHTING ZOMBIES,
GANGSTERS, AND SCIENTISTS.

'THIS IS ONE OF THOSE 19805 HORRDR-COMEDIES THAT STICK WITH YOU LONG AFTER THE
END CREDITS. TS A UNIQUE TAKE ON THE END OF THE WORLD, WITH A BIT OF SCIENCE
FICTION AND ACTION. THE PREMISE IS SIMPLE: EVERYBODY'S GONE, EXCEPT A HORDE OF
ZOMBIES, A BUNCH OF ASSHOLES, AND TWO SISTERS WWHO AREN'T HALF AS WORRIED AS
‘THEY SHOULD BE. FOR SOME REASON, THE REMAINING HUMANS ARE EXTREWELY HOSTILE.

‘THE SKY IS TINTED RED. TS NOT EXACTLY CONVINGING, BUT IT GETS THE JOB DONE
INEXPENSIVELY AND IT BECOMES A SIGNATURE. THIS IS THE KIND OF STUFF AUDIENCES
REMEMBER. FOR AN APOCALYPTIC HOVIE, NIGHT OF THE COMET IS RATHER UPLIFTING. T IS
AT THE IMAGE OF THE DECADE: FUN AND ECCENTRIC. ALOT OF TIME IS SPENT INSIDE A RADIO
'STATION THAT LOOKS MORE LIKE A VACANT DANCE CLUB.

KELLI MARONEY ALMOST GETS NAKED, BUT SURPRISE, SURPRISE! SHE WAKES UP. T WAS
AL A DREAM! THIS GIRL DREAMS EVERYTHING GREAT ABOUT THE MOVIE. THE SISTERS
‘SURE ARE HAVING A GOOD TINE. THIS RENDITIN OF THE APOCALYPSE IS MORE ABOUT THE
'SATISFACTION OF BEING ALONE IN THE WORLD, AND IS NOT NIHLISTIC OR DEPRESSING. THE
FILM IS FILLED WITH PLOT HOLES AND STRANGE TURNS OF EVENTS.
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1AS A CRUSH ON A CO-WORKER WHO INVITES HIM TO HER FAMILY'S

'HOLIDAY DINNER.

 TAKE PLACE AROUND CHRISTMAS, AND THEN THERE ARE CHRISTMAS MOVIES.
IAS 1S THE LATTER. STEVEN HUBBELL PLAYS MICHAEL, A MAN WHO'S
FATFORA BLONDE BOMBSHELL AND LOVE INTEREST CINDY, PLAYED BY CASEY
 UKEEFE, AND HER FAMILY HAVE PLANS FOR HIM. THEY'RE CANNIBALS AND THEY REGETTING |
‘TOGETHER FOR CHRISTMAS. THIS YEAR, THEY RE PARTICULARLY HUNGRY. |

WHLETHS 1N A HGH-BUDGET MOV, THERE'S NEVER A DULL IOMENT THE ACTORS
KNOW WHAT FILI THEY'RE N, AND ARE IN TUNE WITH EACH OTHER, WHETHER THEY RE
BEING DRAMATIC, SARCASTIC, DR COMEDIC. THE TONE SHIFTS. HAVING THE KILLERS ARGUE
OVER VAPID THINGS AS THEY BUTCHER THEIR VICTINS IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THAT.
SOMEONE COINED THE TERM “SOCIOPATH” AFTER THIS KIND OF BEHAVIOR.

| WHAT WOULD DRIVE SOMEONE TO KILL FOR HUMAN MEAT, INSTEAD OF BUYING, SAY, A
TURKEY, CONSIDERING ALL THE RISKS? WELL, THA'S WHY YOU CAN'T HAVE A MOVIE LIKE
THIS ONE WITHOUT TONGUE-IN-CHEEK HUMOR. THE WEMBERS OF THE CANNIBAL FAMILY

| LOOK SUCCESSFUL, HEALTHY, WEALTHY, SWART, AND THE SCRIPT IS CYNICAL THE THIRD

| ACT IS ECSTATIC AND REDEENIS A FEW MISSTEPS.
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CHRISTMAS FILM #16

CHRISTMAS EVE TURNS INTO A DISASTER WHEN THREE GIRLS BREAK INTO A
MANSION.

IT'S A GOOD THING THESE GIRLS AREN'T SERIAL KILLERS BECAUSE THEY' GET CAUGHT
PRETTY DAMN EARLY IN THEIR CAREER. THE NIGHT THEY BREAK INTO A SEEMINGLY EMPTY
MANSION, ON CHRISTMAS EVE, AND PUSH THE OWNER DOWN THE STAIRS IS ONE THEY WILL
'REMEMBER, | LOVED WATCHING THEM TRYING TO DISGUISE A MURDER AS SELF-DEFENSE AS
"THEY'RE CLEARLY NOT EQUIPPED T0 ORCHESTRATE THE PERFECT CRIME.

IS THE KIND OF THRILLER THAT KEEPS YOU ON YOUR TOES. AS SIMPLE-WINDED AS THESE
GIRLS MAY BE, WE SIDE WITH THEM AND NOT WITH THE VICTIM. LARRY FESSENDEN PLAYS
"THAT VICTIM. HE'S A WILD CARD, AS HE OFTEN IS, AND AN ANTAGONIST BY NECESSITY. BUT,
'YOU KNOW, THE MORE | WATCHED HELEN ROGERS, ALEXANDRA TURSHEN, AND LAUREN
'MOLINA'S CHARACTERS DIG THEIR GRAVES, THE DEEPER | WANTED THEM T0 DI,

‘THE ACTRESSES ARE TALENTED. WE BUY THEIR CHARACTER'S CHEMISTRY AND, EVENTUALLY,
LACK THEREOF. CALLING THE MOVIE “BODY” WAS A BOLD HOVE BECAUSE IT GIVES AWAY
APART OF THE PLOT, BUT THE “BODY PART IS WHERE THE FUN STARTS. FROM THE FIRST
'MINUTES IN, YOU KNOW YOU'VE STUMBLED UPON A 600D STORY. IN MOST HANDS, THIS
'WOULD'VE BEEN A DARK COMEDY, BUT WRITERS/DIRECTORS BERK AND OLSEN DIDN'T 60
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CHRISTMAS FILM #22

TRAPPED BY A STRANGER, THREE CO-WORKERS END UP CONFINED T0 AN ATM
'BOOTH AFTER A CHRISTMAS PARTY.

'BRIAN GERAGHTY, ALICE EVE, AND JOSH PECK PLAY A GAME OF GAT AND MOUSE AGAINST
L BAAN VHO WANTS THEM CONFINED TO AN ATM BOOTH. THIS PLAYS OUT LIKE MOST
CLAUSTROCORE FILWS, BUT WITH A SUBSTANTIAL BUDGET.IT TAKES PLACE AFTER A
CHRISTMAS PARTY, SO YOU GET A SENSE OF FANTASY DESPITE THE DARKNESS AHEAD. IF
‘THIS IS YOUR TYPE OF FILW, YOU'LL BE GLUED TO YOUR SEAT.

'THERE WERE PRECARIOUS MOMENTS THAT HAD ME WONDERING IF THE THREAT WAS AS
INSURMOUNTABLE AS THE SCRIPT MADE IT OUT TO BE. THE CHARACTERS OF 2010'S FROZEN
HAD TO FACE GRAVITY AND COLD. JAMES FRANCO WAS STUCK IN THE WIDDLE OF NOWHERE
IN 127 HOURS. THE PROTAGONISTS OF ATH DON'T TRY ALL THAT MUCH TO SURVIVE, AND
ANYONE, AT ANY TIME, COULD'VE RESCUED THEM. IT'S FEAR THAT'S KEEPING THEM INSIDE.

‘THE FILW DOESN'T HAVE PACING ISSUES AND IT'S AS ELABORATE AS T NEEDS T0 BE TWO
‘QUESTIONS ARISE EARLY ON: WHO AND WHY? THE ANTAGONIST SURE SEENS DETERMINED
‘T0 GET RID OF THESE THREE, AND HE CAWE PREPARED. SURELY, THERE MUST BE MORE

"0 THIS CHARACTER THAN MEETS THE EYE. THE LAST SCENES OF ATM ARE CLEVER BUT
PREDICTABLE. YOU'LL GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS MOVIE IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM COMING.
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A MAN WITH SCISSORS FOR HANDS LEAVES HIS CASTLE AND IS BROUGHT INTO.
NEW COMMUNITY.

"THIS FILM PRESENTS AN IMPROBABLE STORY THAT UNFOLDS MORE NATURALLY THAN IT
WOULD IN THE HANDS OF WEAK WRITERS. T IS AN INTRICATE TALE THAT CAN ONLY COME
'FROM COMPLEX MINDS. I BURTON TEANS UP WITH CAROLINE THOMPSON T0 GIVE US.
ONE OF THE MOST IMAGINATIVE NON-SUPERNATURAL ROMANCES OF ITS TIME. T ISN'T
'SUPERNATURAL, PER SE. BUT T IS FANTASTIC. THIS IS PRESENTED TO US, IN FACT, LIKEA
FAIRY TALE.

‘THE FILM IS SCORED BY NONE OTHER THAN DANNY ELFIIAN WHO CONSTANTLY SURPASSES
HINSELF. HE'S HERE TO INJECT HYPNOTIC MELODRAMA AND HE'S GREAT AT IT. THE SET
DESIGN IS RIGHT OUT OF A CHILDREN'S LLUSTRATION BODK. THE COLOR PALETTES ARE
VIBRANT. FROM THE FRAMING TO THE TEXTURE, EVERY INCH OF THIS FILM IS CAREFULLY
CRAFTED FROM THE GROUND UP WE NEVER REALLY FEEL COMPLETELY INSIDE OR DUTSIDE.

‘THIS IS A DRAMA FIRST: A COMEDY SECOND. THERE IS AN AIR OF SADNESS TO EVERY BIT
‘OF HUMOR. ONCE WE SUBTRACT ALL THE GLITTER AROUND EDWARD, WHAT WEHAVE IS A
'MALADAPTED, HANDICAPPED, AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS BOY WHO SHOULD'VE NEVER
LEFT HIS CASTLE, JOHNNY DEPP GIVES A SOLID PERFORMANCE. HIS FACE REMAINS MOSTLY
STIFF AND HIS HANDS DO FIFTY PERGENT OF THE ACTING.
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A HIGH-MAINTENANCE CREATURE GIVES BIRTH T0 AN ARMY OF SMALL DEVILS

AFTER BEING EXPOSED TO WATER.

GREMLINS IS A HIGHLY SUPERIOR CINEMATOGRAPHIC EXPERIENCE IN IMAGE AND SOUND. IT
1S MEANT FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE. IT'S A HORROR MOVIE THAT AVOIDS VIOLENCE
AND DEATH USING CREATIVE DETOURS, AND, SIMPLY PUT. INSTEAD PLAYS ON THE FEARS OF
UGLINESS AND PROPAGATION. THIS ALL HAPPENS AROUND CHRISTMAS AND THE RESULTING
AMBIANCE STICKS WITH YOU A LIFETIME.

‘THE FILW IS VIRTUALLY FLAWLESS AND A MASTERPIECE. WITH SOME OF THE BEST
ANIMATRONICS, PUPPETRY, AND CREATURE DESIGN T0 EVER HIT THE SCREEN, IT'S A NICELY.
PACKAGED STORY SUPPORTED BY LOVABLE CHARACTERS AND SPICED UP BY A DREAM TEAN
OF PERFORMERS WHO ARE SKILLFULLY DIRECTED. EVERYONE ON BOARD SEENS AWARE

OF WHAT THEY'RE THEY'RE WORKING ON, THAT IS, ONE OF THE BEST GIMMICKS N FILM
HISTORY.

GREWLINS IS ABOUT A CUTE CREATURE WHOSE ALLERGIES TRIGGER SELF-DUPLICATING
‘TERROR AND DESTRUCTION. IN THE CONTEXT OF CHRISTHAS, UNDER THE RIGHT LIGHTING,
WHEN WRAPPED [N COMEDY AND WIT, AND SUPPORTED BY AN EVOCATIVE SCORE, THIS
OTHERWISE SINISTER FILI BECOMES A THING OF ITS OWN BEFORE OUR ENTERTAINED EYES.
T BELONGS T0 ALL GENRES, YET NONE, AND S UNARGUABLY ONE OF THE BEST PICTURES
HER ADE
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Y

A HOUSE HAUNTED BY EVIL TOYS TERRORIZES ITS NEW OCCUPANTS BEFORE

“‘}rl CHRISTHAS,
WA

SYFY DOING FULL MOON STUFF. IS ADORABLE! I TAKES PLACE BEFORE CHRISTMAS AND
INVOLVES KILLER TOYS. ICE! THIS IS HO CHILD'S PLAY, BUT IF YOU LIKE THE TITLE, YOU'LL
PROBABLY LIKE THE MOVIE. WE GET OUR FIRST OF MANY SUPERNATURAL MANIFESTATIONS
INTHE FIRST ACT, AND IT LOOKS LIKE THE GHOST OF A CHILD. THIS GOT ME WONDERING IF
"TOYS OF TERROR WOULD INVEST IN THE RIGHT PLACES. | NEVER DUG THAT ENTITY.

ITRIPS OFF A FEW CLASSICS; WHAT THE HELL IS THIS ARACHNOPHOBIA “SPIDERIN
POPCORN" SCENE DOING IN HERE? LIKE THE GHOST, THIS KIND OF RUINS THE EXPERIENCE.
‘THE CREATORS RESORT T0 STOP MOTION AND THAT'S BEYOND COOL.IT TAKES US OUT OF
OUR COMFORT ZONE, AND, THOUGH IT'S A DATED PROCESS, IT'S HARD T0 LODK AWAY. AT TS
PEAK, THIS FEELS LIKE A REMAKE OF 1978'S DOLLS. AT ITS WORST, I’ SLOW AND FLUFFY.

1T TOOK WE A WHILE TO FIGURE OUT EVEN THE VIDEOGAME WAS POSSESSED, BUT IT'S A
BRILLIANT ADDITION. THIS IS AS FAR FROM A CHARLES BAND MOVIE AS T CAN BE WITHA.
"TITLE LIKE THIS ONE. IT MADE ME THINK OF DEMONI TOYS, BUT IT ALSD BRINGS FRESH
IDEAS TO THE TABLE. | COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EYES WHEN THE TOYS CAME TO LIFE THE WAY
‘THEY DID. TOYS OF TERROR'S PLAYFUL THE WAY MANY 19805 HORROR MOVIES WERE.
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CHRISTMAS FILM #8

MEMBERS OF A SORORITY ARE BEING TERRORIZED BY A PRANK CALLER DURING
CHRISTMAS BREAK.

ASESTABLISHED EARLY ON; A SECRET FROM THE PROTAGONISTS BUT SHOWN 10 US, A
'SERIAL KILLER IS HIDING IN THE ATTIC O THE SORORITY HOUSE THEY BELONG T0. WE'RE
ALWAYS A STEP AHEAD OF THE VICTINS WHO AT FIRST BELIEVE THEY ARE DEALING WITH
'NOTHING MORE THAN A PRANK-CALLING CREEP. WE SEE BODIES PILING UP BUT THEY DON'T.
l“s"AEPLm 'DEVICE T0 ADD DEPTH, T HOLDS THE GRASPING SUSPENSE FOR A VERY LONG

‘THE RELATIONSHIPS ARE CARICATURAL BUT AUTHENTIC. BEGAUSE BLACK CHRISTMAS 1S A
‘SLOW-BURNING HORROR THRILLER, THIS BECOMES CRITICAL IN CARING FOR BORED WOMEN
WITH LITTLE IN COMION ABOUT TO SPEND AN INCREASINGLY AWKWARD CHRISTMIAS
‘TOGETHER. THE GIRLS HAVE SUBTLETIES TO THEIR ARCHETYPE AND IT GIVES US ALITTLE
'MEAT TO CHEW ON. THIS IS A HOLIDAY MOVIE, AFTER ALL, AND THEY PROVIOE THE
NECESSARY WARMTH.

‘THE TECHNIQUE 1S SOMETIMES FLAWED, THE EDITING GETS CHOPPY, BUT THE PHOTOGRAPHY
1S JUST RIGHT FOR THIS KIND OF AMBIANCE. SOUND MANIPULATION NICELY COMES INTO
PLAY IN REGARDS TO THE PRANK CALLS, GIVING THE BAD GUY AN OPPRESSIVE PRESENCE, A
‘SPINE:CHILLING ONOLOGUE, AND PATHOLOGICAL VERBAL MANNERISM. BLACK CHRISTMAS
'MAKES US FEAR THROUGH APPREHENSION, BUT IT GETS DARKER AND ULTIMATELY VISCERA
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(. NOT MUCH CAN BE SAID ABOUT BETTER WATCH OUT WITHOUT RUINING THE WHOLE
" | EXPERIENCE. IT'S A CHRISTMAS-THEMED HORROR MOVIE THAT FEELS LIKE CHRISTMIAS. TS
INTHE MUSIC, THE DECORATIONS, THE SNOW. T STARTS ON A HAPPY NOTE AND A G0OD DOSE
OF BLACK HUMOR THAT WILL EVOLVE INTO A DARK CRESCENDO BY THE SECOND ACT. WHAT
HAPPENS, THEN, CHANGES OUR WHOLE PERCEPTION OF THE STORY.

‘THE AGTORS ARE A1. THEY'RE NOT BIG NAMES BUT THEY HANDLE COLORFUL CHARACTERS
LIKE CHAMPIONS. THE CHARACTERS ARE NOT STEREDTYPES AND THE CASTING IS
INTERESTING. THERE IS NO SUPERNATURAL ELEWENT IN THIS, AND TS EXTREMELY
SINISTER IT'S CERTAINLY NOT YOUR QUINTESSENTIAL CHRISTMAS HORROR FLICK. IT'S JUST
NOT THAT CAMPY. IT'S A ONE-OF-A-KIND PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER.

THERE ARE PACING ISSUES AND THE SCRIPT S SIMPLE-MINDED. HOW, EXACTLY, HAVE THE
ANTAGONISTS NEVER SHOWN SIGNS OF MADNESS BEFORE THE EVENTS DEPICTED IS BEYOND
ME. IS THE LAST CHARACTER INVOLVED NEEDED OR IS HE NOT COMPLICATING THINGS
% AND JEOPARDIZING THE ANTAGONISTS' SCHEME? IF WHAT YOU ARE LOGKING FOR IS PURE
ENTERTAINMENT, THEN YOU PROBABLY WON'T CARE ANYWAY.
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Y

6 " THREE COSPLAYING WOMEN COME ACROSS THE MALEVOLENT CHRISTMAS
P ‘J DEMON KRAMPUS IN SANTA'S VILLAGE.
{
Wi

‘THIS IS EVERYTHING | WANT MY CHRISTMAS HORROR MOVIES TO BE. SANTA CLAUS? CHECK.
KRAMPUS? CHECK. COSPLAYERS IN MINI-SKIRTS AND STRIPED KNEE-HIGHS? MOTHER
FUCKING CHECK! 'S CHRISTMAS EVE AND THREE CHICKS ARE BROADCASTING THEIR VLOG
N SANTA'S DECREPIT VILLAGE. 'S EVEN BETTER THAN IT SOUNDS. THE PLACE LOOKS
AMAZING, AND IT GIVES LOCATION SCOUTING A WHOLE NEW DEFINITION.

1IMAGINED A HORE VOCAL KRAMPUS AND NOT AN ANIMAL. THIS THING IS HALFWAY
BETWEEN A BEAR AND A WEREWOLF...AND IT'S AWESOME! YES, THIS IS ANOTHER KRAMPUS
MOVIE, BUT IT'S ONE OF THE GOOD ONES. THE SPECIAL EFFECTS ARE MYSTIFYING. THERE'S
GLITTER ON EVERYTHING CUTE AND WAGICAL. | LOVE IT | ALSO LOVED THE DEATH METAL
AND SINISTER COVERS OF CLASSIC CHRISTIAS TUNES.

DAN WALKER AND JESSICA LUHRSSEN CARED FOR THIS MOVIE. DESPITE A RELATIVELY LOW
BUDGET, THEY MANAGED TO DELIVER A SOLID SCRIPT RENDERED SKILLFULLY. THE COLORS
ARE VIBRANT, THE AMBIANCE PALPABLE, AND THE ACTORS COMPETENT. THIS FILM WILL 6O
STRAIGHT TO YOUR HEART, RIPPED IT RIGHT OFF YOUR CHEST, PUT T IN A SHINY BOX, AND
GIVE ITTO YOUR MOH FOR CHRISTMAS.
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CHRISTMAS FILM #10

'& "DURING A CHRISTMAS SUPPER, MEMBERS OF A FAMILY BECOME UNUSUALLY § &\
| AGGRESSIVE TOWARD EACH OTHER AND INCREASINGLY VIOLENT. A

‘YOU'VE NEVER SEEN A MOVIE QUITE LIKE THIS ONE. BRACE YOURSELF. THIS IS AN UPLIFTING
HORROR-COMEDY TAKING PLACE DURING A CHRISTMAS DINNER WHERE EVERYTHING GOES
WRONG. WE KEEP HEARING THAT THE HOUSE IS GETTING HOTTER, WHICH COULD EXPLAIN
WHY THE GUESTS AND HOSTS ARE PICKING FIGHTS LEFT AND RIGHT. THERE ARE HINTS OF A
'SUPERNATURAL ELEWENT, BUT WE DON'T GET CONFIRMATION UNTIL LATE IN THE PLOT.

CALLING THIS MOVIE VIOLENT WOULD BE AN UNDERSTATEMENT. CALLING IT FUNY WOULD
BE AN INSULT.IT'S THOSE TWO THINGS COMBINED THAT OFFER ONE HELL OF A RIDE... AND
WHAT WE GET IS NOTHING LESS THAN ONE OF THE BEST CHRISTIAS HORROR MOVIES EVER
MADE IT'S POLITICALLY INCORRECT. TS ARROGANT. T’S UNPRECEDENTED. T'S A CYNICAL
'PERSPECTIVE ON THE HOLIDAYS. THE SCRIPT IS BRILLIANT. THE DIALOGUE IS EXUBERANT.

11 ADAB MARCUS, WHO GAVE US TEXAS CHAINSAW 30 AND JASON GOES TO HELL, CAN BE
PROUD OF HIS FILML ITIS SPOTLESS. THE ACTORS ARE AMAZING. THE CHARACTERS ARE.
'COLORFUL AND ARE WORE THAN MEETS THE EYE. NOBODY'S PARTICULARLY RELATABLE
HERE, AND THAT'S NEVER A PROBLEM. WHATEVER BUDGET WENT INTO THIS WAS SPENT
WISELY, BECAUSE IT DOES'T LOOK CHEAP. THS MOVIE DESERVES A SPOT ON YOUR
CHRISTMAS WATCHLIST.
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WHEN IT COMES TO CHRISTMAS HORROR, KRAMPUS IS AS GODD AS IT GETS. IT STARTS

S A TONGUE-IN-CHEEK COMEDY POKING FUN AT EVERYTHING BAD THERE IS ABOUT THE
HOLIDAYS, FROM KIDS FIGHTING CONSTANTLY T0 THE BAD SIDE OF THE FAHILY, AND JOKING
AVIDLY ABOUT CAPITALISH, BAD FODD, AND EVEN RELIGION. AS THE STORY UNFOLDS, WE
DISCOVER THE MORE DRAMATIC SIDE OF A SCRIPT THAT ONLY GETS BETTER WITH TINE.

‘THE EXPOSITION IS PRICELESS, THE BEST ACTORS ARE GIVEN MORE PROMINENT ROLES.
WERE TALKING ADAM SCOTT, TONI COLLETTE, DAVID KOECHNER, AND EMIAY ANTHORY,
WWHO ALL SHOW A WIDE RANGE OF EMOTIONS THE MOST INTERESTING ASPECT OF KRAMPUS
15 TS SUPERNATURAL ELEMENT. IT'S EXTREMELY IMAGINATIVE. THE CREATURE DESIGH IS
EXACTLY WHAT A CHILD'S MIND WOULD COME UP WITH, SO WHY HAS NO ONE ATTEMPTED
‘THIS BEFORE?

SHOW, WREATHS, COLORFUL LIGHTS, HOLIDAY IWUSIC, CANDLES, PRESENTS, A CHRISTHAS
‘TREE; YOU GET IT ALL. ADD TO THAT A BUNCH OF DESPICABLE CHARACTERS WHOVE
PROBABLY BEEN NAUGHTY ALL YEAR LONG, AND THE *SHADOM OF SANTA CLAUS, AND
YOURE IN FOR A HORRIFIC EXPERIENCE. THE WRITERS ARE NOT AFRAID T0 BE POLITICALLY
INCORRECT AND IT PAYS OFF. WATCH OUT FOR THAT SECOND HALF; IT’S OUT OF THIS WORLD!






OEBPS/image/TimesOfTerror2022_HorrorHolidays_Cover.jpg





OEBPS/image/18.jpg
\

\

A MAN ACCEPTS AN INVITATION TO HAVE CHRISTMAS DINNER WITH A BEAUTIFUL

y: ‘\m  AND STRANGE LADY.

. ATFIRST GLANCE, THIS MOVIE 1S ABOUT A MAN WHO DATES WOMEN THE WAY PEOPLE DATE

WHEN THEY WANT SOMETHING SERIOUS. WHY ELSE WOULD THEY GET INVOLVED WITH

A WOMAN LIKE THIS ONE? CAMILLE MONTGOMERY PLAYS A STRANGE GIRL WHO LIKES
CHRISTMAS A LOT. SHE LIKES THE SONGS, THE DECORATION, AND SHE LIKES CHRISTHAS
GIFTS. THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE SHE LIKES, BUT IT WILL REMAIN UNWRAPPED.

NOT MUCH CAN BE SAID ABOUT SICK FOR T0YS WITHOUT SPOILING THE 600D STUFE. THIS IS
APLAUSIBLE HORROR THRILLER WITH A LOT OF BLODD AND SUSPENSE CREATED OUT OF THIN
AIR. THERE'S SOMETHING WRONG WITH MONTGOMERY'S CHARACTER AND HER BROTHER
EDWARD, PLAYED BY JON PAUL BURKHART. DAVID GUNNING AND JUSTIN XAVIER ARE THE
OTHER HALF OF THE CAST, AND WHAT A CAST!

ALOT OF THIS FILM RELIES ON DIALOGUE, AND THIS SCRIPT NEARS PERFECTION. DON'T
EXPECT A SUPERNATURAL ELEMENT OR A CRAZY TWIST AND THERE'S NO WAY YOU'LL REJECT
‘THIS EXPERIENCE. | LOVED HOW MENTAL ILLNESS, HALLUCINATIONS, AND FLASHBACKS ARE.
ILLUSTRATED. CINEMATOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING, DIRECTOR DAVID DEL RID MANAGED TO.
CAPTURE LIGHTNING I A BOTTLE AND GAVE US BACKSTORIES EFFORTLESSLY.
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CHRISTMAS FILM #24

A JANITOR GETS TRAPPED IN A WOMEN'S RESTROOM AND ATTACKED BY A HORDE
OF ZOMBIES.

'EVERY TIME M PRESENTED WITH A ZOMBIE FLICK, | HOPE FOR A SPECIAL SETUP, A HOOK,
OR A GIMMICK THAT WILL MAKE ME FORGET THAT'S WHAT I WATCHING. HAVING THE MAIN
PROTAGONIST STUCK IN A PUBLIC BATHROOM FOR MOST OF THE RUNNING TIME DURING A
CHRISTMAS OFFICE PARTY QUALIFIES. BUT CAN THS ONE-TRICK PONY DELIVER ALL THE
WAY? CAN IT SUSTAIN TS FEATURE LENGTH?

'SCREENWRITER DAN PALWER AND DIRECTOR CHRISTIAN JAHES MILK THAT BATHROOM T0
TS LAST DROP. NOT ONLY IS THE PROTAGONIST CONFINED TO IT, HE SPENDS MOST OF HIS
TIME N ONE OF THE STALLS. ONCE YOU STRIP STALLED FROM ITS KISSING LESBIANS ANDITS
ZOMBIE SANTA, WHAT YOU END UP WITH IS A HORROR-COMEDY REMINISCENT OF SHAUN OF
"THE DEAD, WITH A LOT OF GORE AND SLAPSTICK HUMOR.

‘TURNS OUT CLAUSTROCORE FILIS LIKE THIS ONE ARE INEXPENSIVE, AND THESE ARENT
A-LIST ACTORS. CONSIDERING ZOMBIES ARE BASICALLY GLORIFIED EXTRAS, THE BUDGET
'MOSTLY GOES TO GORE. THE CAMERA INSPECTS EVERY INCH OF THAT BATHROOM, AND,

'SOMEHOMW, T NEVER GETS OLD. PALWER PLAYS THE JANITOR AND PULLS OFF A ONE-MAN
‘SHOW. HE MAKES STALLED MORE ENTERTAINING THAN YOUR AVERAGE ZOMBIE FLICK.
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S 'DURING THEIR CHRISTMAS VACATION, THE RESIDENTS OF A SORORITY HOUSE ARE

“ . STALKED BY A PSYCHOPATH WHO ESCAPED FROM A MENTAL ASYLUM.
ALTHOUGH THIS 15 A REMAKE OF A 1974 FILW, AN EXTENDED INTRODUCTION WOULD HAVE
US THINK IT IS A SEQUEL. THAT SAID, THE STORY IS PRETTY MUCH THE SAME. BETTER
STRUCTURED THAN ITS PREDECESSOR, IT USES THE BEST OF CURRENT TECHNOLOGY AND
OFFERS DENSELY DETAILED PHOTOGRAPHY, PRECISE EDITING, AND CUNNING LIGHTING
SETUPS. THIS IS AN ENHANGED VERSION OF THE STUFF MORE GENERIC SLASHERS ARE BASED
ON

FANS OF THE ORIGINAL MIGHT QUESTION THE INCREASED ABUNDANCE OF BACKSTORY ABOUT
‘THE KILLER. THIS IS NEW TERRITORY BUT IT DOESH'T NECESSARILY FEEL OUT OF PLACE,
ALTHOUGH IT KILLS THE WYSTERY. FORTUNATELY, THE FILW IS WELL-PACED, SUSPENSEFUL
WHEN IT NEEDS TO BE, AND NEVER LOSES YOUR ATTENTION. FOR A SLASHER, THERE S
LITTLE SEX OR NUDITY AND THE STORY IS SURPRISINGLY DENSE... OO DENSE, PERHAPS.

IF YOU OVERLOOK THE PLASTIC PERFORMANCES AND THE FORMATTED SCRIPT, YOU'LL BE
PLEASED BY BLACK CHRISTAS. SIMPLY PUT, T IS THE ULTIMATE NON-SUPERNATURAL,
‘THOUGH SURREAL, CHRISTMAS-THEMED HORROR MOVIE. DONT EXPECT AN EVIL SANTA
CLAUS WITH POWERS, BUT RATHER A BRUTE THAT WRAPS ITSELF IN A GREAT OMNIPRESENT
VISUAL HOLIDAY AMBIANCE BEFORE ASSAULTING YOU WITH CLEVER JUMP SCARES.

e
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A WOMAN S PURSUED BY A PSYCHOPATH AFTER BEING LOCKED IN A PARKING
GARAGE ON CHRISTMAS EVE.

P25 AS SIMPLE AS THRILLERS GET, BUT T HAS SOME QUALITIES THAT MAKE
ITHAS NO SUPERNATURAL ELEMENT, BUT IT TAKES PLACE ON CHRISTMAS E
| TWOACTORS, MAINLY, AND THEY RE EXCELLENT. WES BENTLEY IS VERY CREL
1\ PSYCHOPATH AND WE RE 110% BEHIND RACHEL NICHOLS' CHARACTER. THE
PLAYER IS THE PARKING GARAGE ITSELF. IT HAS A VIBRANT PALETTE OF AQl

IF WE DIDN'T TAKE HER SITUATION SERIOUSLY ENOUGH FROM THE GET-GO, ﬂms‘
CHARACTER DOES A GOOD JOB OF GONVEYING JUST HOW WMUCH TROUBLE SHE'S IN AND HOW
MENACING HER ASSAILANT APPEARS TO BE. HER SITUATION IS SO OUT OF PROPORTION THAT
WE, AS AN AUDIENCE, ARE BAFFLED AND DISORIENTED. HER FEAR GUIDES US. BENTLEY'S
CHARACTER CAN'T BE REASONED WITH AND OFTEN RESORTS T0 GASLIGHTING.

11 THISISNOT A MOVIE THAT DEFINES OR PRIDES ITSELF ON ITS GORE, BUT IT'S VERY GRAPHIC
WHENIT DECIOES TO BE. IT'S A PSYCHOLOGICAL HORROR THRILLER THAT EMBRACES
'BOTH GENRES. T HAS THE PHOTOGRAPHY, ACTING LEVEL, AND SPECIAL EFFECTS OF A
BLOCKBUSTER, BUT IT WAS PROBABLY MADE FOR MUCH LESS THAN ONE, CONSIDERING THE
SIZE OF THE CAST AND THE FACT THAT IT WAS PRETTY MUCH SHOT IN ONE LOCATION.
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FILM CRITIC STEVE HUTCHISON RANKS, RATES,
AND REVIEWS 91 CHRISTMAS, 96 HALLOWEEN,
5 EASTER, AND 8 VALENTINE'S DAY HORROR
FEATURES ON THESE PAGES.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS IN FEAR, EVERY YEAR!
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ARESILIENT SHARK STALKS THE WIDOW OF A POLICE CHIEF WHO ONCE HUNTED
1T DOWN.

OF ALL ATTEMPTABLE VARIATIONS LIKELY T0 STIR UP A NOW NUMB FRANCHISE A STUDID

COULD COME UP WITH, WE END UP WITH A SUMMER-THEMED CLASSIC TURNED INTO A

CHRISTMAS HORROR TALE. ELLEN BRODY RETURNS AND BRINGS BACK THE ORIGINAL g
ESSENCE WITH HER TRAGIC PRESENCE. THE PRETEXTS USED FOR HER RE-INSERTION ARE i
EASY BUT THEY ALLOW US TO RETURN T0 A SIMPLE SCRIPT AND THEREFORE SOME OF WHAT
WELOVED INITIALLY.

SUBSTITUTING TIME SPENT ON A BOAT FOR TIE SPENT ON A PLANE AND TRAVELING FROM
ONE ISLAND O ANOTHER IS ENOUGH TO ENTERTAIN THROUGH WHAT WOULD OTHERWISE
1 FEELLIKE FILLER. A BETTER SCRIPT WOULD'VE GENERATED A BETTER FILI. THE CAST
1 SEENS ON BOARD DESPIE ARIDCULOUS SPIN ON THE KILLER SHARK: I IS EITHER NOW
| PSYCHICALLY LINK T0 THE BRODYS OR THISIS A POINTLESS MOVIE ABOUT A CRAZY WOMAN!

 BECAUSE THE LATTER IS UNLIKELY, THE AUDIENCE WILL PRESUME THE SHARK IS NOW IN
SUPERNATURAL SLASHER MODE, WHICH IS NOTHING NEW IN HORRORLAND. THE BIG FISH
DOESN'T ALWAYS LOOK REAL NOR DOES I CARE ABOUT PHYSICS. THE MAIN PROTAGONIST IS
ASTAGRANT PLOT HOLE AND ONLY THE SHADOW OF HER PAST SELF. THIS IS ARGUABLY ONE.
OF THE MOST ENTERTAINING SEQUELS BUT T IS THE DUMBEST.
e
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CHRISTMAS FILM #2

A SELFISH CABLE TELEVISION EXECUTIVE IS HAUNTED BY THREE GHOSTS ON
CHRISTMAS EVE.

‘SCRODGED IS A MODERN ADAPTATION OF CHARLES DICKENS' STORY SCROOGE STARRING
BILL MURRAY AS FRANK CROSS, A COMEDIC, CARICATURAL, AND OVER-THE-TOP VERSION
OF EBENEZER SCRODGE. MURRAY IS EXCELLENT WHEN IT COMES TO BLENDING FANTASY
AND COMEDY, AND HE PROVES IT ONCE MORE. THIS HORROR-COMEDY IS SCORED BY DANNY
'ELFMAN WHO ALWAYS SOUNDS THE SAME AND THEREFORE ALVAYS SOUNDS GREAT.

‘OTHER BIG NAMES INCLUDE KAREN ALLEN, JOHN GLOVER, BOBCAT GOLDTHWAIT, AND
ROBERT MITCHUM. SCROUGED IS AS TOUCHING AS IT IS FUNNY. T OFTEN GETS HYSTERICAL
JUST BEFORE T GETS EMOTIONAL. THE ORIGINAL STORY IS QUITE DARK AND, HERE, IT'S THE
(CASTING THAT LIGHTENS THE MOOD OF AN OTHERWISE SINISTER PRODUCTION. MURRAY IS
'RUDE, ARROGANT, AND CYNICAL, AS ALWAYS.

‘CROSS WILL HAVE TO LEARN TO RESPECT PEOPLE AND CHERISH HIS LIFE. THAT'S WHAT THE
"THREE GHOSTS HE MEETS ARE FOR: THE GHOST OF CHRISTHAS PRESENT, PAST, AND FUTURE.
‘THESE GUYS ARE AS FUN AS THEY ARE SCARY. ONE IS A TAXI DRIVER, ORE IS A FAIRY, AND.
‘THE LAST IS A REAPER. THIS STORY HAS BEEN TOLD TIME AND AGAIN. THERE ARE NO BIG
‘TWISTS INTHIS, PER SE. BUT THERE ARE STILL SURPRISES AT EVERY TURN.
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ANNA AND THE APOCALYPSE PUTS A SHILE O YOUR FACE FROM THE GET-60 AND GETS YOUR
HEART PUMPING FOR ALL KINDS OF REASONS. IT'S A FEEL-G00D MUSICAL HORROR-COMEDY,
ANDT'S GORIER THAN YOU'D THINK JUDGING FROM ITS INITIAL VIBE. THE SONGS ARE
(GATCHY, AND | CAN IMAGINE THEY GROW ON YOU ON A SUBSEQUENT VIEWING. ALSO, THIS IS A
CHRISTMAS MOVIE, WHICH ONLY ADDS TO ITS APPEAL.

ELLA HUNT IS CHARISMATIC AND STEALS THE SCENES SHE'S IN. SHE CARRIES THIS FILM O
HER SHOULDERS, SHE'S NOTHING SHORT OF A REVELATION. THE ZOMBIE FILH IS HARD T0
RE-INVENT, BUT THIS IS HOW IT'S DONE; BY WIXING SUBGENRES AND RELYING ON COLORFUL.
PROTAGONISTS. THE MOVIE IS AESTHETICALLY PLEASING AND FESTIVE. THE PHOTOGRAPHY
15 VIBRANT AND SPRINKLED WITH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS.

YOU'VE GOT TO RESPECT THOSE PERFORMERS FOR SINGING AS WELL AS THEY ACT, NOT TO
MENTION THAT MOST OF THEW ARE IMPRESSIVE DANCERS. THE CHOREOGRAPHY IS EXCITING
AND MAKES YOU WANT TO DANCE. THE CAST IS AMAZING. MOST ACTORS ARE TEENAGERS OR
'YOUNG ADULTS, BUT DON'T LET IT FOOL YOU: THIS IS INTENDED FOR A MATURE AUDIENCE.
'THERE ARE ZOMBIES, HERE, AND IT GETS UGLY!
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ACHILD MUST PROTECT HIS GRAND-FATHER AGAINST A MAD MAN DRESSED AS

P ‘Ji « SANTA CLAUS WHO BROKE INTO THEIR MANSION.
Wi

GAME OVER IS A VISIONARY FILW. IT PREDICTED THE INTERNET, PORTABLE DEVICES, AND
HOME CAMERA SYSTENS. T IS A HORROR MOVIE FOR KIDS, BUT IT IS VERY SINISTER. IT
"TAKES PLACE ON CHRISTMAS EVE INSIDE A RIDICULOUSLY LARGE HOUSE IN CONSTANT
EXPANSION. THE PLACE IS FILLED WITH ROOIS SO IMMENSE THEY COULDN'T POSSIBLY.
EXIST, ESPECIALLY WITHOUT THE PARENTS KNOWING ABOUT THEM.

‘THIS FILM 1S PUNCTURED WITH PLOT HOLES. YOU CAN BLAME CERTAIN DETAILS ON
SURREALISM, BUT THERE IS NO WAY TO MAKE SENSE OF THIS CARNAGE. THE CAST IS
SMALL. THE MOTHER, THE KID, THE GRANDFATHER, AND SANTA CLAUS ARE THE CENTRAL
CHARACTERS. THE ACTORS DO A DECENT JOB. THE HOUSE IS THE MOST INTERESTING
CHARACTER. THE CAMERA LOVES IT. SOME SHOTS OF T ARE MIND-BLOWING.

‘THERE'S SOMETHING COOL ABOUT A KID BEHAVING LIKE AN ACTION MOVIE HERO TO PROTECT
HIS HOUSE AND FAMILY. HE COMES FULLY EQUIPPED WITH GADGETS AND WEAPONS. THIS
PREDATES HOME ALONE BY ONE YEAR AND THE SIMILARITIES ARE 0BVIOUS. GAME OVERIS
SEEN THROUGH A KID'S EVES. T IS AT TIMES KITSCH, AT TIMES ILLOGICAL, BUT T IS EQUALLY
ATHOSPHERIC AND IMAGINATIVE.






