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When your lookalike inadvertently causes trouble, sometimes you have to travel to her world and fill in for her temporarily. At least until she returns and the balance in the universe is restored. I had five days to find her and bring her back.

I didn’t know anything about my double except her address. She lived in a college dorm.

I jiggled the doorknob. Darn! Locked.

I sat down to wait. A few minutes later a woman around my age arrived and saw me. Her brow furrowed and a moment later recognition dawned on her and she smiled at me. 

“Kala?” she asked. “What are you doing outside?”

“I got locked out.”

“Well, lucky for you I’m here.” She fished a key out of her pocket and unlocked the door. “I have a spare,” she handed me the key.

“Thanks.” We both went in.

“What are roommates for?” she grinned. I stood there, taking in the layout of the unfamiliar dorm.

“Your hair’s different,” she said. “Did you get extensions?”

“Yes, do you like it?” I ran a hand through my hair, hoping she didn’t realize my long hair was real.

“It’s nice to vary it,” she smiled, then headed to her room. I assumed the other room was Kala’s so I went in and shut the door. Then I began to search.

I didn’t even know what Kala looked like or what her personality was like. I was just guessing as I went along. I hoped I hadn’t raised any red flags with the roommate.

I went to the desk and found Kala’s wallet and driver’s license. Could she have left these things because she wanted to intentionally leave this world behind? All I knew was that Kala had disappeared from this Earth and needed to return within five days. Otherwise, the universe would begin to unravel.

As Guardian, I could travel across the Unisphere whenever I wished, guarding it and making sure it stayed in balance.

From the license photo, Kala had chin-length black hair and brown eyes. Yeah, she looked a lot like me, other than the hair. My hair was longer than Kala’s, reaching my mid-upper back. Maybe I needed to do something about it. If I went to Kala’s classes and her teachers or classmates saw me, they might wonder how Kala’s hair had grown so much overnight. Or they might not notice or care.
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