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​​LET THERE BE LIGHT 
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Imagine being locked inside a very dark and unfamiliar room without any source of light – the first thing that you would notice is that you can’t see anything! This is so because ‘light’ is the natural energy that makes things visible; without it, our eyes would be useless – We would not be able to enjoy beautiful sceneries such as the Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls or even the beautiful flowers in our home gardens. But not being able to see is only one aspect; consider the resulting fear and trauma that one would experience in such a dark place. As human beings, we have a natural appeal for light and an understandable dislike for darkness; it seems that we are hard-wired that way by God! This is no surprise as the human race was made in the image and likeness of God whom the bible describes as himself being Light. 1 John 1:5-7 states, “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Hereby, we may deduce that there is an alternate meaning for the word light when used in the bible; as the scripture does not merely refer to luminance but to holiness and purity. God’s nature is holy and pure – the opposite is true – darkness may be defined as the ‘absence of light’ and same is used to describe Satan and his Kingdom. Paul in relating his miraculous encounter with Jesus, on the road to Damascus – gave this account of his mandate from God; he said, “And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” (Acts 26:15-18) With an abundance of scriptures of the like; associating God with goodness and light, and Satan with evil and darkness – one can’t help but to make a connection between the two forces and the activities of Genesis 1:1-5. In analyzing that passage; God is clearly seen, as a matter of fact, verse 1 expressively states that God was present at the ‘beginning’ but where was Satan? Verse 2 gives us a hint, it says, “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” Already there are alarms going off everywhere! God is an amazing artist; he loves order and appreciates beauty – just take a look around: you will see the magnificence of his artistic work! Psalm 19:1 expresses, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.” Thus, it begs the questions, “Why was the earth without form and void? And “Why was there utter darkness?” Whatever the reason, we may surmise that this was not the will of God. Let’s examine what happened next. 

The bible dictates, “...and the Spirit of God ‘moved’...” It is never an ordinary thing when God moves; something miraculous will happen! Moreover, when God moves he is always on a mission to accomplish his will and to demonstrate his power and glory. Something caused God to move – it was darkness! Darkness was the root of the problem; darkness obstructed life and beauty being cultivated in the earth – thus, God intervened. Verse 3 states, “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” Here, we see that the first of God’s creation was light. In the natural, the sun is the most important source of energy for life on earth – all living things get energy from the sun; without it, life would not continue to exist and our planet would freeze! God’s reaction to his creation of light further proves to us that it was never, and will never be, his intention to have complete darkness. Verse 4 expresses, “And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.” At this point, God makes a distinct mark between light and darkness; he proclaimed the light to be ‘good’ and separated both. Without proper examination of the chapter; one would conclude that the light created on the first day was natural but closer inspection reveals that elements such as the sun, moon and stars were not created until the fourth day. Thus, the light that existed on the first day was emitted from the very presence of God as he moved upon the face of the waters! The fact that life existed long before the sun was created is a major blow to the theory of those who seek to deify and ascribe praise to any of God’s creation – Even the most vital element among them is eclipsed by the glory and greatness of a sovereign God! Additionally, day and night are also used symbolically in the bible to represent light and darkness; good and evil. This is so because of the utterances of Genesis 1:5 which states, “And God called the light Day and the darkness he called Night.” The bible even refers to the second coming of Christ as the ‘Day of the Lord' – night and day occurs simultaneously around the world but; regardless, it will be the ‘Day of the Lord’! The only association that this ‘Day' has with night is with regard to the uncertainty of its timing. However, the apostle Paul; speaking to the church at Thessalonica in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, reminded them that the second coming of Christ should not take them by surprise – He warned, “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.Therefore, let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” The Thessalonian Christians, like other believers today, were equipped with the knowledge of the word of God with respect to the prophetic times and season of Christ’s return – they had an advantage that the ungodly people in the world did not have. Thus, Paul calls them ‘children of the Day’ and ‘children of the Light' – These saints were not groping or stumbling in the dark: because the ‘Light' of God's word; Jesus Christ, was in them! 

With this in mind, we have insight into the depth of spiritual darkness that exists in our world today – our society is plagued by sin and immorality – we must not be surprise by the disturbing occurrences in our age. Do not be astonished by the blasphemies and total disregard for God and his word; do not be bewildered by the utter disdain for the sanctity of marriage between a man and a woman – No, do not be dumbstruck by the indifference shown in the callous destruction of thousands of lives, yearly, through abortion and other murderous acts –Do not be confuse, because our world is in darkness! The word of God informs us that Satan’s goal is to keep men in darkness; lest they should see God's light and repent. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 clearly states, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” The scriptures also paint a vivid picture of Jesus as the light of God. Therefore, when one receives salvation what that one has actually received is light! Jesus confirmed this in his proclamation in John 8:12, it says, “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” John 1:1-4 elaborates on this, it reads, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” Here, the bible does not merely refer to Jesus as light but it also confirms his deity and his role as Creator – He is the ‘Word’ that was present at the beginning with God and he himself is God! Indeed, the same light that ushered the universe into being is the same light that is found in Christ! Since Jesus is regarded by scripture as the Word and as the Light of God; we may also conclude that the more one reads and studies the bible; the more 'Light' they will receive in their lives. Psalm 119:105 expresses, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Moreover, Psalm 119:130 declares; “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” In addition to these, it is expected that the followers of Jesus will reflect the light that they have received from him. This principle is outlined in Jesus' discourse to his disciples; recorded in Matthew 5:14-16. He said, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Do you want to receive that Light today? Begin by accepting the truth of God’s word; believe that you are a sinner and that Jesus is the Son of God. Also, believe that he died for your sins on the cross – As you read his word and meditate upon it – he will fill you with his Light!  
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