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To my wonderful daughter, Vanessa. 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.

—- Psalm 34:7
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CHAPTER ONE
Nine Months Later
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Cool breezes flowed gently from the west off the Pacific Ocean. The seagulls chirped lightly in the evening sky, diving down to the beach chasing the scurrying hermit crabs for food. Minutes passed. Just off the rocks in Black Rock Cove, a shipwreck, once a grand shrimper from the nearby village, was shrouded by the late evening fog as it approached under cover of the frothy mist. 

What was once the dusk continued to fold into nighttime. The view of the day drained away.  As daylight ebbed, so did the warmth of this December day. The wintry air swirled around Angel Thompson. All that remained was the chill of twilight and the promise of a cold, cold night ahead.

She returned from her late evening walk to the beach, the one she took at this time every nightfall. The cold offshore breeze blew right through her sweater. She bowed her head to one side, closing long lashes weighed down with mascara to keep out the sting of the salty mist that approached. 

She sped up her return to the cottage, her hair falling loosely about her face, tousled, and tangled. When the sun finished its descent, her hair appeared brown. The ash-blonde streaks were lost in the dimming light of the rushing nighttime.

Angel rustled up a cup of coffee, stealing time out of writing her second book in The Storm Lord Trilogy Series. She leaned back in her comfortable chair to read her good friend’s newest children fantasy, Sissy’s in Trouble. The ink-like darkness continued to settle across the heavens, as it always does this latter part of the evening, enveloping the quaint little northwestern Oregon village, Black Rock Cove.

Kevin, who had stopped by for a sandwich before heading out on a call, walked by Angel, and covered her with a wispy wool Denver Broncos throw blanket. She fell off to sleep while reading.  He meandered over to the fireplace and placed a few more logs on the fire. 

The hearth was Angel’s tiny sun for the beginning of the evening, casting long shadows over the burlap rug in the living room. It was so good to feel the warmth at last, even if it was from one direction only. The flames curled and swayed. They flicker danced this way and that way, side to side, crackling as they burned the branches that had dropped from the nearby Big Leaf Maple tree. 

The sun had fallen, as did the temperature outside. Quietly closing the door behind him, Kevin headed off to work fighting crime in Black Rock Cove as sheriff of the small seaside village.

Angel slipped down in her chair. Her book laid across her chest. The nighttime birds made gentle coos this time of evening from the waving branches of the enormous Black Cottonwood tree by the front bay window. They were quietly at rest and peaceful. Too peaceful, for that matter.

Then, a low-set moan came from Angel’s lips.  She threw the light blanket off her. The book fell to the floor, and she held her hands, palms facing up as if she was trying to protect herself from imminent danger. Her face became covered with a thin sheen of sweat. She turned her head back and forth, scrutinizing every nook and cranny about her.

She stood up and peered out the window. It was not like when she lived in Denver. The window, for the most part, was her only connection to the outside world. Without it, she would feel like she was in a tomb. Already everything around her was as quiet as a mausoleum. 

A movement in the shadows had her frozen. Wait. It was no more than a rustle, but lately, because of her dreams, in this failing light, her heart was on a hair-trigger. 

More noise came from the front porch. She reached down and rubbed her pockets on her warmups, looking for her pepper spray, but both were flat...empty...zilch!  Jesus Christ! Where did I leave my spray? Kevin is always getting on me for not carrying it with me!

She remained still for a moment while looking around. Her panic ebbed. Finding someone this time outside one’s house was rarely good news, even when Angel knew it was probably Kevin, there was still suspicion.

Without warning, a young cottontail darted from the bushes near the front steps. Its white under tail bobbing furiously back and forth. The rabbit hopped up the steps and hastily rushed across the aged wooden planks. The hare’s earthen coat blended into the darkness. In a matter of only seconds, he was gone.

Angel began to laugh, all because of some little bunny rabbit. She stood up, her legs cramped from sitting so long.  A lasting pain from a cramp in her lower calf muscle caused her to lie back down. She leaned back and does what her Lamaze classes taught her, to pull her left toe towards herself with her right foot. It worked wonders!

Since nine months earlier, she had never learned to trust whether or not she was dreaming or wide-awake. She knew, this time, she was awake. She watched the logs flaming and crackling in the dark stone hearth, casting dancing shadows and elfish lights on the walls in the room.

She raised up in her reclining chair. “Kevin. Kevin, are you there!” She shouted to him but didn’t receive any response. 

She hastened to her bedroom and threw on heavy warmups and her new Denver Broncos jacket. Kevin surprised her with them on Valentine’s Day. She rushed out the door and headed to the cove, her daily exercise. This daily routine she did each day, the same song, second verse.  

Finding herself running down the dark trail to the cove was like déjà vu, all over again! The heat of the daytime sun surrendered to the offshore breezes from the northwest. The tall grasses along the trail rushed by her pants’ legs. Angel must exhibit caution and needed to be careful where she was running. The winding trail wound along the cliffside, sometimes within five or six feet of the edge.

The soon-to-be mother continued to scuttle on and on, searching for what attacked her in her dream. Then, continuing to rush to the cove, she stopped and looked back in the direction of the cottage. Something was following her. Something was there!

Angel scanned the trail up and down and left and right. A sliver of the moon broke the overcast sky, giving enough light to distinguish the path. 

Suddenly, a piercing howl of a wolf broke the silence of the darkness. She stopped, frozen in her tracks.

“Who is it? What do you want?” She stood motionless with panic welling up inside her, a blender of emotions. She felt the fear in her chest waiting to take over.

All by herself, less than a year earlier, she faced her adversary face to face. Jonathan Knight taught her to be brave and not run from anything. He taught her when fear was on one’s trail, walk with confidence right past because, just like the ghosts of a child’s bad dream, fear was only an illusion. 

She continued to stare and noticed a slight glow of orange and red colors flowing down the trail in her direction. Beginning to show signs of panic, she turned and rushed faster down the path, away from the impending danger. The wind was howling. Her trek was like running against a hundred mile an hour wind blowing in her face. Winds so strong, they pushed her back, back into the jaws of the imminent peril getting closer and closer.

Wrapping her arms around herself, she bent over from anxiety. She was cold with fear. 

Okay, Angel, get a hold of yourself. In my last two novels, I wrote that one is taught they need to fear nothing except fear itself. So, whatever the hell it is, I need not fear fear, for it is an illusion. Bullshit! Somebody come here and walk in my shoes right now. She stood focused on the strengthening glow coming her way. 

There is no way! Angel finally realized there was no hope for getting away and stopped. She spun around and again faced the unknown force about to engulf her and glanced down at her watch. Kevin should be home any minute. The second-hand ticked like the timer on a bomb! She can’t stop it. She can’t reverse it. She can’t slow it down. Each click drew her closer to the danger stalking her.

Flailing out with all her strength, she screamed. “No! What do you want?” A quiver of resistance runs through her. Her heart pounded in her throat. Her fear refused to release its hold on her.

The evil force kept its distance from Angel, appearing just as cautious as she was from getting too close. 

The evil one walked closer, close enough she could see his eyes. They were crazy. Even in the darkness, she could see how strong they glowed red, gleaming with evil intent.

He is going to rape me. Tear me to shreds and kill my little one inside. Angel watched him. He approached closer. Her heart continued to pound in her chest. She trembled, and yet, she didn’t move. She couldn’t move.

The amulet she wore around her neck began to give off warmth against her skin, and a slight glow appeared to encircle her. Her emotions continued to build, and when she thought she might explode, she took a deep breath and let it out slowly.

Then, echoing through the night from the apparition, she heard, “Give it to me...Give it to me now, wench!” He ordered in a voice of authority!

Oh, my God, the Storm Lord has returned. I will never forget his awful and fearful voice...just like when we battled him nine months ago. It is him! I know it’s him!

Angel struggled with her inner feelings, unable to fight the wind. She surely can’t go back in the direction she came without encountering the evil force between her and the cottage.

She stood up straight and took a step toward the apparition. She reached up and clasped the talisman that hung around her neck with both hands. The glow from the malevolent spirit lessened. It backed up from Angel.  Again, she stepped in the evil’s direction.
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