
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



  	
  	
			 

			
		



Dedication


       First I give honor, and respect to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And recognition to my paternal Grandfather (the late) Rev. Ezra Moffett and my grandmother (the late) Annie Mae Ducksworth - Moffett. My Grandfather Ezra Moffett was one of the organizers and founders of Rock Hill Missionary Baptist Church, now known as Blue Mountain Baptist Church in Baysprings, Mississippi, the church has a cemetery where their remains rest. Also, to my maternal Grandfather (the late) John Ellis Jr. and my grandmother (the late) Viola McGee – Ellis who were lifelong members of Warren Hill Methodist Church, in Louin, Mississippi, the church has a cemetery where their remains rest. And to my mother Mary Etta Ellis who was primarily responsible for my rich educational foundation. And last but not least to my father (the late) Joe Lewis Moffett whose love for me I never doubted.
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MASTERPIECE #1 MADONNA AND CHILD 

THE ARTIST:  

Giovanni Battista Salvi da Sassoferrato (August 25, 1609 – August 8, 1685), also known as Giovanni Battista Salvi. He is often referred to only by the town of his birthplace (Sassoferrato), which was a custom in his time. 

SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF ART:

And they came with haste , and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. (Luke 2:16 KJV)

––––––––

ANALYSIS OF THE ART:

The Madonna and Child here show Mary and the Baby Jesus more in Jesus’ humanity than in his divinity. The reason I say that is that the artist’s rendition of the popular subject, did not show as many other artists did the Halo over the head of Mary and the Baby Jesus.  This lessens the impact of the divinity of Jesus, and also the divine choosing of Mary the mother of Jesus.  There is a calm repose in the picture in that the subjects, do not make eye contact with the onlookers and is a very closed picture. Juxtaposed to the Black Madonna or some of the other artists rendition of the subject. There is a softness and tenderness in the picture, which reflects a mothers natural maternal instincts. The mother and child also, do not make eye contact with one another either and their eyes are noticeably closed and appear sleeping on the child’s part. 
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MASTERPIECE #2  CONSULATOR 

THE ARTIST: 

Carl Heinrich Bloch (May 23, 1834 – February 22, 1890) was a Danish painter, born in Copenhagen, Denmark

SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF THE ART: 

For unto us a child is born , unto us a son is given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor , The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)

––––––––

ANALYSIS OF THE ART:

This is a powerful picture of Christ as the supreme and powerful as the Counselor of making. The standing open armed Savior with all the people standing around him in awe of his divinity and power. Notice some sitting and clinging to his vesture with eyes closed. The people looking on seem to be just waiting for the next word, miracle, parable or exhibition of his divine power and foreknowledge. You get the sense while looking at the picture that if there was any question you ever had about the world, heaven, or anything whatsoever Christ had the answer.  
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MASTERPIECE #3  THE ASSENSION 

THE ARTIST:

James Jacques Joseph Tissot (15 October 1836 – 8 August 1902) was a French painter, who was primarily domiciled in Great Britain.

SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF ART: 

50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass , while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. (Luke 24:50-53 KJV)

––––––––

ANALYSIS OF THE ART:

The ascension of Jesus is of utmost important to Christians everywhere, because it is a sign of the hoped for resurrection of all Christians on the last day. As Jesus was caught up, every Christian hopes to be caught up to meet Jesus in the air.  Also,  it is important because the angels told Jesus disciples that in the same manner that Jesus departed, he would in the same manner return. Every Christian is constantly in a spiritual since gazing upward, looking for our Lord’s return. What a glorios sight it must have been to watch the Lord be elevated upward into the heavens.  The disciples stood in absolute awe and wonderment of the splendid site of the assension.
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