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      Step into the abyss with this gripping series that unravels the chilling tales of serial killers worldwide. From the damp and foggy streets of Victorian London to the bustling metropolises of modern-day America, no corner of the globe is left unexplored. Each book in the series delves into a different region, offering a comprehensive look at the infamous serial killers who have left a trail of terror in their wake. 

      The International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series sheds light on the murderous minds of many killers, including their motivations, methods, and madness, through detailed research and explicit retelling of events. Some are notorious names that echo through history books, while others are lesser-known killers whose stories are no less harrowing. Each volume reveals a new layer of darkness.

      Amidst the horror, there are tales of resilience and justice – the strength of survivors and the justice meted out by the tireless efforts of law enforcement. These stories are a compelling blend of true crime facts and psychological insight and a haunting journey through the twisted minds and deeds of serial killers from around the world. Prepare to be enthralled, horrified, and captivated as you delve into the shadows of the abyss.
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        * * *

      

      Volume 1 of the International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series focuses on the most notorious serial killers from Germany. It contains many cases where the twisted minds and deeds of those who stalked the streets of Germany left a trail of fear and destruction in their wake.

      From the infamous Fritz Haarmann, a.k.a. the “Butcher of Hanover,” who preyed upon young boys with chilling brutality, to Peter Kürten, a.k.a. the “Vampire of Dusseldorf,” whose thirst for blood knew no bounds. Each chapter reveals the brutal tales of individuals consumed by their darkest desires and a compelling blend of true crime and psychological intrigue.

      Murderous Minds Germany offers a chilling glimpse into the darkest recesses of the human psyche, reminding us that evil can lurk just beneath the surface, even in the most civilized society.
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          HISTORY AND CRIME

        

      

    

    
      In the quiet towns and bustling cities of Germany, beneath the veneer of order and civility, lies a haunting truth: the country has been home to some of the most notorious serial killers in history. From the chilling accounts of Fritz Haarmann, the “Butcher of Hanover,” to the enigmatic saga of Peter Kürten, the “Vampire of Düsseldorf,” Germany’s landscape has been stained with the blood of innocents by those who walked among us, concealed by their ordinary façades.

      Murderous Minds Germany meticulously examines these dark chapters in the nation’s history. Through thorough research, psychological insight, and narrative skill, we embark on a journey into the minds of these evil individuals, exploring the depths of their depravity and the ripple effects of their actions.

      Germany’s history is marked by its cultural achievements, political turmoil, and the sinister presence of those who sought to unleash chaos upon its streets. As we delve into the stories of these serial killers, we confront the uncomfortable truths about human nature and the fragility of society’s veneer of civility.

      Each chapter of this book is a window into a different era, a different city, and a different killer. We bear witness to the horrors of Fritz Haarmann’s reign of terror in post-World War I Hanover, where he lured young boys to their deaths with promises of work and shelter, only to butcher them in his apartment. We shudder at the calculated brutality of Peter Kürten, whose crimes sent shockwaves through the city of Düsseldorf and beyond, earning him the title of the “King of the Sexual Perverts.”

      But Murderous Minds Germany is not just a recounting of grisly deeds; it is also a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the tireless pursuit of justice. Through the dedication of law enforcement officials, the courage of survivors, and the strength of communities, these monsters were brought to heel, and their reigns of terror were brought to an end.

      As we turn the pages of this book, we are confronted with the uncomfortable truth that evil knows no boundaries and can manifest anywhere, even in the heart of a seemingly civilized society. But in confronting these truths, we also reaffirm our commitment to vigilance, empathy, and the belief that, even in the darkest times, there is always hope.
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      Christman Genipperteinga was a serial murderer in the last half of the 1500s who was believed to have killed as many as nine hundred and sixty-four people (964). He was said to have been actively committing these murders for over twelve years, from 1569 to 1581. Most of his story was written in a book published in 1581.

      The only thing written about his childhood was that he lived in the Cologne, Germany, area and that he must have been born before 1569. Christman moved to an area known as Fraberg, and his house was built on top of a hill that overlooked the main road that traveled through the town. It was said that this gave him a good view of those traveling through the city. From there, he would size up his prey and make his plan to rob and kill them.

      Christman had also forced a woman traveling from the Rhine River to Trier to live with her brother and live with him as a wife. He would force himself sexually on her for over seven years. She would remain chained up at the house whenever he left to do something. During their years together, she would have six of his children, but Christman would kill them at birth. It was reported that he would hang his dead children’s bodies.

      Christman eventually allowed his wife to leave the house and meet other people. She would tell the local Mayor about what she had lived through. The Mayor rounded up thirty men from the town who went to Christman’s house and arrested him. While searching his house, they found over seventy thousand dollars in money and other items.

      During the trial, Christman’s diary was shown to the court. It had a detailed listing of the nine hundred and sixty-four murders he had committed and what items he was able to steal from them. He admitted to each of the murders.

      Christman was found guilty and sentenced to death by the wheel. He would be tortured while on the wheel by having pieces of his flesh torn from him and different bones broken from striking blows to his body.
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            Peter Stumpp

          

          WEREWOLF OF BEDBURG

        

      

    

    
      Peter Stumpp, sometimes known as Peter Stumpf, was believed to have been born in Bedberg, Germany, on October 31, 1530. However, no concrete evidence of his birth has been found. He used several aliases, such as Abal Griswold, Abil Griswold, and Ubel Griswold. There were rumors that Stumpp was never his real name and that people only called him this because his left hand had been removed, leaving only a stump.

      As with many people living back then, not much of their young life was recorded anywhere, so little is known about it. His family was wealthier than the average family in that area as they were successful farmers.

      Later in life, he had two children, a girl named Sybil and a boy whose name was unknown. How he came to have two children or if he had a wife, and if so, what happened to her has never been known.

      During these times, Germany was the witch execution capital of Europe, where they had killed somewhere around thirty thousand people who were accused of being witches. The communities were scared of witchcraft and were always looking for anyone who exhibited any strange behavior. Peter Stumpp became one of those whose neighbors reported to the police as they found he acted strangely.

      There had been a series of cow mutilations taking place throughout the Cologne area between 1564 and 1589. Rumors began that it was a wolf-like creature that had been attacking the farm animals of the region. Soon, these stories evolved into a werewolf. During one of these attacks on the cows, the ranchmen caught a wolf, and it was said they cut off its left paw. Soon, it became a werewolf with no left hand. Since Peter Stumpp had no left hand, he was believed to be the werewolf.

      Stumpp was arrested and, under threat of being stretched on the rack, he admitted to practicing witchcraft, lycanthropy, and necromancy since he was twelve years old.

      During his confession, Stumpp also claimed to have met the devil once, who gave him a magical belt that would allow him to transform into a wolf anytime he wanted. Stumpp also said that during his time of being a werewolf, he had murdered at least sixteen people and raped several women, including his daughter. When the court asked to see his powerful belt, he said that he had returned it to the devil so that none of them could have it.

      During his trial, Stumpp admitted to killing his only son while being a werewolf as well. He described in great detail how he ate the brains from his head during the attack.

      Stumpp was found guilty of his crimes, and he was to be executed according to the laws of the time. He was tied to a giant wheel, and while it turned, his bones were broken in several places from blows with the backside of an axe. At the same time, others were ripping pieces of his flesh off of his body by using red-hot grips that looked like large tweezers. They would finally kill Stumpp by beheading him with an axe. To deter others from practicing any witchcraft, they placed Stumpp’s head on a spear and mounted it publicly so everyone could see it.

      Along with Stumpp, they also executed his daughter and his girlfriend at the time for knowing about his crimes and not telling the police. They would be flayed and then strangled.
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            Anna Maria Zwanziger

          

          HER TRUEST FRIEND
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      Anna Margaretha Zwanziger was born Anna Schonleben in Nuremberg, Rome, on August 7, 1760. Not much is known about her childhood except that she was orphaned by the age of five and lived with different relatives for several years until she reached the age of ten.

      An unknown rich person became Anna’s guardian, paying for a good education. That same sponsor also arranged for Anna to marry a thirty-year-old lawyer named Zwanziger just after her fifteenth birthday.

      They had two children, and her husband had become so severely addicted to alcohol that it resulted in his inability to work anymore. Her husband’s inability to work led Anna to have to make money in any way that she could, including prostitution. Anna never worked in the streets and was only available to wealthy clients, usually doctors, lawyers, or judges.

      Her husband died from complications of his alcoholism in 1796, leaving her alone with their two children. Anna continued to live as a prostitute until she became pregnant and had a baby girl. She later gave the baby up for adoption, but the baby girl died at the orphanage before being adopted out to new parents. After this, she ended her days as a prostitute.

      Anna turned to housekeeping for some of the wealthy clients she had met while being a prostitute. She hated doing house cleaning and thought of herself above it. Yet she continued this kind of work for the next twenty years.

      After she turned fifty years old, Anna became bitter from working for her more affluent bosses. She thought she was better than them and deserved to be the house owner, not just the maid. At first, Anna planned to kill the wife of one of the judges who employed her and then try to get the judge to fall in love with her and marry her. But she was not attracting any of the men she had wanted because of the way she kept herself and her advancing age.

      On March 5, 1808, Anna got a job with Judge Wolfgang Glaser at his house in Bavaria. Glaser had recently been separated from his wife, so she jumped at the opportunity and took the job. Anna thought that this was finally her chance to act on her plans. Unfortunately, Glaser’s wife returned to the home before she had enough time to complete her plan. So Anna poisoned her wife, making her very ill, and she died about a month later.

      Anna was eventually fired from the Glaser household and found work with a different judge named Grohmann in Sanspaareil. This judge was only thirty-eight years old but not in good health. She nursed him back to health only to be rejected by him. Grohmann suddenly became unwell again and died on May 8, 1809.

      Anna then got another job for Judge Gebhard and his wife, who was pregnant at the time of her hiring. Gebhard’s wife had her baby on May 13, 1809, and the mother and child were healthy. However, his wife became sick about three days later and died within a week of becoming ill.

      Anna remained the judge’s housekeeper after his wife’s death. But rumors began circulating that Anna was somehow bad luck as everybody she worked for seemed to get sick and die. Some even said that death followed Anna everywhere she went.

      Near the end of Summer, on August 25, 1809, when Judge Gebhard was having two other judges over for a formal dinner, his guests became ill. Soon after, several household staff also became sick with the same type of illness. Just one week later, when Gebhard was having another dinner party, his guests became ill throughout the night.

      Later that night, after the party was over, Gebhard, suspicious of Anna, decided to fire her. The following day, before Anna left the house, she was seen filling the salt box in the kitchen. The other staff noticed this because it was never Anna’s job. That same day, everyone in the household became sick. Gebhard sent for the police to investigate.

      Police took some of the salt to examine it and found it was full of arsenic. The police arrested Anna. When her items were searched, they found packets of arsenic. They exhumed her previous employer, Glaser’s wife, and found that her body had arsenic in it.

      Anna was charged. Eventually, it was discovered that she had poisoned people who she worked for, and three had died. Anna was poisoning her employers with mild doses of arsenic, enough to make them sick but not die. She would spend all of her time caring for and nursing her victims back to health, hoping it would put her in a good light with her employers and their friends.

      Anna Zwanziger was convicted of four murders in total and sentenced to death. She was executed by sword.
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