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​ About The Good Fear Guide 2016

The reviews
contained in this publication were written up to and including 31st
March 2016. They represent the opinions of each individual reviewer
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of either ScareTOUR or
Beaten Track Publishing.

A review can
only ever offer a snapshot of any event, and your experience may
differ considerably. Unforeseen technical or staffing difficulties
mean that attractions can vary wildly from night to night. Please
bear this in mind when booking events and enter into the spirit
with an open mind. Most of all, remember to have fun.

Updates for new
features for the 2016 season have been included where the
attraction has provided them. Further updates will be made
throughout the year. Find out how to receive updates to the ebook.
[Link]

Want to write for
The Good Fear Guide?

Please send
your reviews, photos, audio clips and even videos to
TGFG@beatentrackpublishing.com, and we’ll include the best in our
2017 guide.

Your review
must be of scare attractions in the UK, visited between 1st April
2016 and 31st March 2017.

Have you been to,
or run an attraction we’ve not covered?

Let us know and
we’ll include you in the next edition.






Email:
TGFG@beatentrackpublishing.com

Website:
www.thegoodfearguide.com

www.beatentrackpublishing.com/goodfearguide
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​ The ScareTOUR Review Team


Michael
Bolton

Michael Bolton
is the creator of ScareTOUR and has extensive knowledge and
experience of scare attractions around the world. He is now in his
ninth year of reviewing since co-founding Haunted Attractions in
2005 and moving onto ScareTOUR a few years later. In 2010, he
designed and co-ran Ghost of Christmas, a critically acclaimed
45-minute scare attraction in Glasgow, and consulted with the
Norfolk Dinosaur Park to create two new mazes for their expanded
PrimEVIL event. Michael has also worked with a wide range of scare
events (both in the UK and abroad), ranging from farm attractions
through to corporate theme parks.

Michael has
also acted in a number of attractions, including Frightmare at Over
Farm (where he was instrumental in expanding it to the multiple
maze event it is today), Bludzworth Haunted House in Florida, The
London Tombs and several nights within the premiere season of The
Field of 1000 Screams at Alton Towers. Michael is also the owner
and creator of ScareCON – Europe’s only trade show for the scare
attractions industry.

Sarah
Clelland

Sarah
Clelland’s interest in scare attractions is very surprising as she
hated absolutely anything horror related as a kid growing up.
Having found herself in the queue for The Asylum at Thorpe Park
‘accidentally’ back in 2006, it was an instant addiction to the
scare industry. During the last six years, Sarah has spent time
travelling throughout the UK, experiencing some of the country’s
finest events and attractions.

Sarah has been
reviewing scare attractions since 2009. No longer the quivering
wreck she used to be, she can take in and appreciate all components
of an attraction. It’s actually a hard job to scare her now!
Sarah’s favourite attraction each and every year is Terror of the
Towers, due to the amazing venue that the team have to work with.
Her worst memory is sitting on the grass for over an hour in the
rain, looking at The Field of 1000 Screams at Scarefest in 2007 and
never going through due to pure fear.

Sarah has
travelled far and wide to gain a knowledge of how to run and
promote successful events and has been able to use this experience,
along with the vast number of scare attractions and events she has
visited, to create comprehensive and fair reviews.

Sam Cousins

Sam is a
mild-mannered lawyer by day but a screaming horror fan at night!
His first official visit to a scare attraction was the opening
night of the London Tombs, and he hasn’t looked back since. He
recently took a break away from his planned holiday schedule to
visit some haunts in California!

Sam has acted
in a number of attractions, including Frightmare at Over Farm and
The London Tombs, as well as being part of the team that scared
thousands of visitors to the ScareZone mazes at Leisure Industry
Week at the Birmingham NEC.

Mackenzie Vee
Crompton

Mackenzie is an
actress from York and has performed in many independent scare
attractions across the country as well as The Dungeons and Alton
Towers Scarefest. She also occasionally runs the Ghostwalk tours
around the city of York. Her first attraction was in 2011, when GNG
Entertainment asked her to perform for them in Haunted: Live and
Xtreme. Until then, she had never ever heard of a scare attraction
nor knew how to be a scare actress, but after her first show, she
became hooked and has never looked back.

Mackenzie first
met the ScareTOUR team in 2012, during a scare attraction
Project:FEAR, where she performed as an abused child and covered
Michael Bolton and other fellow ScareTOUR members in whipped cream.
A memorable first meeting! But despite her love of all the mazes
she has visited and performed in, she has a very ironic truth about
her. She doesn’t like horror movies, is scared of the dark and
still sleeps with the light on! Mackenzie has hopes and plans to
run her very own scare attraction company in the next year.

Amy Duggan

Amy has always
loved the macabre, and has a wicked dark sense of humour. In her
words, she was ‘late to the party’ with scare mazes, her first
experience being in Florida, age thirteen. She insisted on going,
but her parents wouldn’t go in with her, so she went alone, barely
making it halfway before having to be escorted out in a snivelling
mess.

It then took
until 2009, when she finally bit the bullet and went to Halloween
Horror Nights at Universal Orlando. It took three further years to
work up to going to her first scare event in the UK, which was
Farmaggedon. That’s when the bug well and truly bit. She has acted
there every year since, and in 2015 spent every day in October that
she wasn’t scaring people for fun, visiting as many UK attractions
as she could. Her personal favourite for 2015 was Sub-Species at
Alton Towers Scarefest.

Mikey
Johnson

Mikey Johnson
has been on the review team for ScareTOUR since the 2012 Halloween
Season. With a BA Honours Degree in Theatre to his name, Mikey uses
his specialist knowledge of Artaud’s Theatre of Cruelty, along with
other detailed research, when writing his reviews.

Mikey’s
experience of scare attractions comes firsthand every Halloween
season when creating his own mazes around the Midlands area. 2010
saw the very first horror maze to open at Wonderland Theme Park in
Telford. Most recently, Mikey transformed Telford’s only laser
arena into the Mission of Fear horror maze at the Jungleland play
centre. His favourite scare attraction was GNG’s Project Fear.
Being alone and made to watch disturbing scenes and being forced to
the ground is just what Mikey looks for in an intense scare
attraction.

Amanda Large

For as long as
she can remember, Amanda has loved horror. Her favourite books from
the age of six were Goosebumps, which then escalated into an
obsession with horror movies. She has seen most of them, from the
golden oldies like Dracula, through to the most recent
cinematic delights. The downside to this is that it takes a lot to
actually scare her! She loves the mazes at Scarefest and Fright
Nights (especially the scare rooms!). Her most recent favourite is
The Sanctuary (Extreme), and she would love to experience some very
scary stuff that puts even more chills through her!

Ryan Large

Ryan grew up
hating horror and everything about it. It was only his wife’s love
of it that forced him to watch. Eventually, it grew on him, to the
point that he now loves it, even if he is quite a scaredy-cat and
gets extremely jumpy in horror films or mazes! His all-time
favourite maze so far has been The Sanctuary at Alton Towers – the
whole idea gives him the creeps!

Ryan and Amanda
have been attending Scarefest for the last four years and have
slept over in the Altonville motel twice now. Quite new to all
this, Ryan’s very first maze was the Boiler House, and he was at
the back of the group when he heard a tapping on the window. When
he turned around and saw one of the Hamble Twins waving a knife at
him, he instantly screamed and pushed forward, making the whole
line fall over!

Liam Proctor

Liam loved
anything horror from a young age, apart from walking around ghost
houses. He would always get too scared to make it all the way
through and would ask to be let out of the attraction before it had
finished! Somehow, he eventually plucked up the courage to go into
Pasaje del Terror at Blackpool and loved the adrenaline rush. He
then began searching for even more scary thrills.

His obsession
grew in 2007, after visiting Alton Towers Scarefest, and each year
since then, he has travelled the country, visiting more and more
scare attractions as the industry has grown. His favourite recent
attraction was Pitch Black, due to the actual maze layout and
multiple possibilities.

Having visited
the majority of scare attractions in the UK, in the future, he
would like to set up and run his own extreme horror attraction.

Andy “Cookie”
Rawlings

Known more
affectionately as Cookie by his peers, he is no stranger to the
scare industry. A veteran scare actor for nearly fifteen years, his
first haunt was at Pasaje del Terror in Spain where he was given
three basic rules to follow: 1) don’t touch; 2) don’t swear; 3) if
the guests do either to you, all bets are off!

Since then, he
has continually made a name for himself in the UK, as well as the
United States, by appearing in various haunted houses, constructing
two original mazes, leading a team of sideshow and fire artists,
even writing and publishing a ‘dos and don’ts’ guide for first-time
scarers. Cookie has recently guested the best of the best as Master
of Ceremonies for ScareCON’s annual SCAR awards while still
exploring new attractions as guest and actor.

Sarah Rees

Sarah Rees has
been a part of the ScareTOUR review team for three years. With a
strong background in acting and qualifications in Performance
Studies, Sarah has used her extensive knowledge of the field when
constructing reviews.

Sarah’s first
experience of the scare industry was a very nervous affair. She
found herself queuing outside the London Dungeon, being reassured
by a couple of actors sipping hot chocolate that ‘at twenty-three,
you really won’t have a problem’. Since then, Sarah hasn’t looked
back and has found herself travelling the world, trying to satisfy
her hunger for her next big rush of adrenaline. Her favourite
attraction to date is Circus Of Superstition 3D at Howl O Scream
which she describes as the reinvention of a classic theme.

Laura
Sackett

Laura works for
a major theme park and entertainments company but is generally
gutted that her role seems to just revolve around fish and not some
of the company’s ‘darker’ offerings She has a passion for all
things scary yet can’t watch The Exorcist, or even see an
image of the possessed girl, without freaking out!

Laura has
travelled across the country extensively, visiting as many scare
events as possible. Her professional experience in marketing and
event management allow her to critically assess attractions on her
review visits.

* * * * *

 




​ The Reviews



​ Body Snatchers:

Dig up the Dead

@ York Dungeon

Like the rest
of the UK Dungeon attractions, York Dungeon puts on a new show each
October as part of its Home of Halloween promotion. The seasonal
makeovers can vary in quality, but this Dungeon has added a new
show, between Dick Turpin and the Witches finale, that could quite
easily stay in the whole tour going forward.

The show tells
the story of John Hodgson, a local body snatcher who may or may not
be following the famous Burke and Hare. With the combination of
sudden blackouts, some strobe lighting and a quality script and
performance, the show is a fun addition that certainly made a few
of the team jump.

Body Snatchers
doesn’t deliver anything we haven’t already seen at other Dungeon
attractions, but it’s a fun extra to the standard tour. Add in the
really impressive performances from all the York staff across all
the scenes, we had one of the best run-throughs we have ever
experienced at this location.

Location:

Address: 12
Clifford Street, York, Y01 9RD

Phone: 0871 423
2260

Website:
http://www.thedungeons.com/york/en

Email:
yorkguests@merlinentertainments.biz

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/York-Dungeon/118863174815671

Twitter: @YorkDungeon
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​ Circus of Horrors

2016 Tour

They say there
are only two certain things in life: death and taxes. But we would
like to argue that there is one more: that the Circus of Horrors
will be on tour somewhere near you each year! Looking at the
scheduled itinerary, the circus rolls up and down the country,
bringing their mix of rock ’n’ roll horror to the masses, and like
lambs to the slaughter, we line up to be shocked, amazed and
appalled!

Despite a new
‘storyline’ each year, the main core of the show remains pretty
much unchanged. The incomparable Doktor Haze oversees a menagerie
of freaks, showgirls, circus acts and gore. The action comes thick
and fast, and favourites, such as Captain Dan and his Henry Hoover,
sit alongside more circus-style performances, including tumblers
and aerial artists, all accompanied by a rock soundtrack, performed
live by the Circus of Horrors band.

Some of the
highlights of this current tour include a jaw-dropping balancing
act that had most of the audience holding their breath, an array of
gruesome and gory torture tricks, and several aerial performers who
brought an element of beauty to the proceedings.

We felt that
this was one of the better lineups of the show for several years
and really enjoyed the whole presentation from beginning to end. We
saw the show just a few days after David Bowie’s sudden death, and
the impromptu final encore was both a touching tribute and a
testament to the fact that the band can turn their hand to any
tune.

Of course, the
whole show is presented with Doktor Haze’s tongue firmly in his
cheek. Gratuitous female nudity? Yup! Some scenes of full-frontal
(and rear) male nudity? You betcha! Profanity and rude scenarios?
Of course! But that’s what makes the show so much fun. If you have
never seen them before then check out a date on their tour. You
won’t regret it!

Location:

Address: The
Circus of Horrors, PO Box 4538, London. SW19 8XU

Website:
http://www.circusofhorrors.co.uk/

Email:
haze@circusofhorrors.co.uk

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/TheCircusOfHorrors

Twitter: @circusofhorrors
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Contagious

@ Canterbury Tales Experience

​ Contagious is a brand new event and one that really
surprised us.

Walking up to
an innocent and quiet-looking church, we had no idea we were about
to be led into an interactive story that could rival some of the
bigger budget attractions around.

The event is
short and involving, but that doesn’t distract from the quality.
The surroundings made us want to stop and look at everything,
including the well-dressed mannequins and scenery. The problem is,
we were so focused on the detail that we often missed when the
characters were real and therefore jumped as the waxworks models
suddenly seemed to come to life.

The actors were
extremely professional throughout and delivered a great story with
amusing interaction (including some pithy put-downs for those who
decided to talk back). The show itself has the right mix of quick
scares delivered with impeccable timing; many of the scares were
delivered in quick succession to really increase the impact. Often,
we would come out of one scare to be immediately hit with
another!

The attraction
has been experimenting with scare events (last year saw
storytelling followed by a spooky walk) but this is the first year
that they have created a dedicated scare experience. We’re pleased
to say that their experiment has been a success, and we understand
that the team are already looking to expand in the future.

New for 2016

The Canterbury
Tales’ Halloween event Contagious! returns for its second year,
transforming the much-loved attraction into a fear attraction to
remember. Following its successful debut last year, it has been
shortlisted for ‘Best New Event’ by the 2016 SCAR awards.

Plague has
swept across Medieval England and terrified citizens are evacuating
London. This year, experience increased intensity as you flee the
plague and travel the dangerous road to Canterbury, encountering
contagious citizens lurking around every corner. New for 2016,
brave a real graveyard on your journey. More jumps, more screams
and more fear than ever before.

Fight for your
life and brave the dangers to find a cure. You won’t be able to
escape the plague without it.

In 2016, this
unique fear attraction gets even better. Dare you make the
journey?

Location:

Address: St.
Margaret’s Street, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2TG

Phone: 01227
479 227

Website:
http://canterburytales.org.uk

Email:
info@canterburytales.org.uk

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/TheCanterburyTalesVisitorAttraction

Twitter: @CanterburyTales
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​ Cracked:

Survival Experience

Disturbing…
Intense… Mental… Sickening… Crazy… These are a few words used by
the survivors of the first group to go through the full run-through
of Cracked Survival Experience, the UK’s most extreme six-hour
psychological challenge and experiment. Created by Blake Ciccone,
Darren Smith and Rosalie Woodward, the premise is simple: ten
contestants will be put through a number of ‘games’ and eliminated,
one by one, until the last one standing. The best way to describe
the event is a cross between the horror series Saw and an endurance
event.

Social media
played a big part in the buildup to the event, with a Players Page
set up on Facebook, where players were added, once they have
purchased a ticket. This enabled fellow players to interact, get to
know each other and share their thoughts and ideas about what to
expect from the event. Daily questions were asked by the Cracked
Team as they gathered intelligence on their ‘subjects’, getting to
know them and their fears.

The event
itself is an emotional roller coaster; it is definitely not for the
faint-hearted! Right from the start we, were thrown into the chaos
of Cracked, and it did not let up. Our feelings, while we were
escorted to the secret location, were a mix of excitement,
anticipation and pure fear of what was going to happen for the next
six hours, and we wondered if we would indeed ‘crack’ before the
end of the experience.

The games vary
from physical and mental challenges to downright disgusting tasks,
and once you are eliminated from the games, the nightmare has only
begun, as you are then transported to various different
experiments, which you are subjected to for the remainder of the
experience. The Cracked team have worked hard to ensure an
unforgettable experience for their guests, and we can confirm that
this experience definitely got under our skin.

In our group,
all the players ‘cracked’ and said the safe word (including us!)
apart from two who managed to make it all the way through. There
are so many different fears preyed upon during the experience that
it is unsurprising that the majority of players ‘cracked’. The team
did a great job of getting inside the minds of the players, leaving
us confused, scared, and uncertain as to what was happening
throughout the experience.

Having
experienced other extreme attractions like Project Fear and Scare
Kingdom’s Psychomanteum, we found Cracked difficult to compare as
there is nothing else like it in the UK. It is unique and by far
the most extreme scare attraction that we have been through (and we
have done a lot of scare attractions!). We would recommend this
attraction to those with a strong stomach and strong mind, and even
then, there is a high possibility that you will crack! Well done to
the team at Cracked – they have set the bar high in the extreme
scare attraction arena, and I look forward to seeing what’s next
from them.

Location:

Website:
http://www.survivecracked.com

Email:
info@survivecracked.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cracked-Survival-Experience/420966354723423

Twitter:
@survivecracked
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Cursed

​ We have been visiting Cursed for several years and
have been impressed with how much it has grown. Compared to some
‘scream parks’, Cursed is one continuous tour from beginning to
end, separated by a number of different themed attractions and
mazes along the way. The pathways between the different attractions
can still seem a bit long without much happening, but the creative
team have focused on the scares in the individual shows, and after
several of the shows, it’s quite nice to have a breather before
plunging into the next scream-filled area.

With a new
entry point (which was far more atmospheric than the previous one),
we were soon given the rules and headed off to our first
experience.

The Toy
Shop was new for this year and was a real bang to start the
evening on. We’re not sure if it was the large number of actors or
clever attraction design, but the scares came so thick and fast,
with the Toymaker and his devious toys terrorising us multiple
times. The design of the sets, costumes and tight corridors of this
attraction were all as impressive as the scares, and the whole
thing proved to be an excellent start to the evening.

The Pig
Pen has always been a short but intense Heras-fencing maze, but
this year, the actors were really able to throw themselves around
and over the fences with abandon. With constant taunts of ‘here,
piggy piggy’, the inhabitants of The Pig Pen were some of the
liveliest of the night. Despite the fact we could see them coming
through the fencing, they still managed some great impact screams,
and we were pleased to escape from their clutches.

Following the
same layout as previously, the next ‘attraction’ in the line up is
The Field of Screams: a storytelling experience with a
couple of scares. Like before, this is easily the weakest part of
the event, and despite a small finale, where we had to run through
the woods, The Field of Screams is mostly unmemorable.

Next up is
The Mine, which really sets up the atmosphere of a dark and
claustrophobic coal mine. Noises and bangs could be heard
throughout and the actor/s inside managed a number of good scares
from us as well as completely confusing us (again) with how to
escape the final room.

New for this
year is a mid-trail break, which is a great chance to grab some
refreshments before tackling the final mazes. The only problem was
that this created a small batching issue at the next attraction
(until that point, we had just walked straight up and into each
scene). Fortunately, it wasn’t too long, and we looked forward to
visiting Broth Hell – one of our favourites of last
year.

Sadly, Broth
Hell this year was very lacking in scares. We originally loved the
idea of three different routes, but when all of our group met up
again in the middle of the maze, we hadn’t one had one scream
between us. The attraction picked up towards the end, with some
very lively actors using the space to create some good scares. It’s
just a shame we hadn’t seen them earlier in the maze.

Of course, any
event with multiple attractions will have ups and downs in style of
experience, but fortunately, Cursed know that they need to leave
people screaming at the end, so the last two mazes really go for
it. Uncle Tyler’s Work Chop was a short, sharp shock that
had us hunted by some nasty hillbillies hungry for our flesh. The
attraction had some fun scenes throughout, and the actors were
clearly having fun. We left the Work Chop on a high. Little did we
know we were about to get higher!

Cell 13
is the final maze of the evening and truly is crazy. Whether these
inmates are crazed prisoners or just crazy is never explained, and
it doesn’t need to be. From beginning to end, Cell 13 is an assault
on all senses. The maze is noisy, the strobes are some of the most
intense we have experienced, and the actors were literally climbing
the walls to get at us. There really was nowhere to hide, and the
maze seemed to go on forever as we struggled to find a way out. All
in all – it was a stunning finale.

The whole route
around Cursed took us about fifty minutes, and in that time, we had
experienced a roller coaster of fears and some screams. Some of the
mazes were terrifying, some were a bit scary and one (the walk
through the forest) felt out of place. The variety in scares works
well, though, to create one immersive event that entertained us
from beginning to end. We look forward to seeing what they come up
with for 2016.

Location:

Address: Wat
Tyler Country Park, Pitsea, Basildon, Essex. SS16 4UH

Phone:
07593 061522

Website:
http://www.thecursed.co.uk

Email:
info@thecursed.co.uk

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/cursedevent

Twitter: @Cursedevent
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​ Deadly Diseases

@ Edinburgh Dungeon

As well as the
big scene changes and upgrades that are usually performed every
other year or so, Edinburgh Dungeon regularly holds small seasonal
makeovers such as Summer of Stink and Home of Halloween. Deadly
Diseases follows this pattern and utilises the Street of Sorrows
scene (previously Mary Kings Close) for a quick gruesome history in
diseases such as cholera and its victims. As part of the show, we
met a new Dungeon character – one of the blood-stained barbers who
used to assist in times of disease when people couldn’t afford a
doctor.

The new section
bears a great resemblance to the Street of Sorrows with somewhat of
an upgrade. While much of the story and special effects are the
same, the frights provided by the actor herself were pretty
unexpected, and the balance of comedy was just right.

Through no
fault of the actor, the show was quite slight in comparison to the
shocks and effects of Street of Sorrows, and we certainly would
have liked a bit more content. All too soon, the scene was over,
and we were moved on to the next story. Looking back, it wasn’t bad
as such, it just failed to spark our imagination as much as some of
the other shows.

At the end of
the experience, the large gift shop has been refurbished to become
Market Street Shop, a nicely themed immersive shop with
rat-strewn cobbles, hanging awnings, swinging rows of tankards,
bottles and cages. Goods are displayed on mobile stalls as if the
are being sold in a local market. It’s a nice new shopping
experience and is different to Blackpool and London, both of which
have converted their gift shops into bars.

The seasonal
makeovers can always be a bit hit and miss, and unfortunately,
Deadly Diseases didn’t stand out in an attraction filled with other
memorable experiences. Despite that, we had a really enjoyable
visit.

Location:

Address: 31
Market Street, Edinburgh. EH1 1DF

Phone: 0871 423
2250

Website:
http://www.thedungeons.com/edinburgh/en/

Email:
edinburgh.dungeon@merlinentertainments.biz

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/EdinburghDungeon

Twitter: @EdinDungeon
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​ Dr. Fright’s

Halloween Nights

Dr. Fright’s is
now in its sixth year and has returned with a new theme and a load
of new scares. We have been visiting this event since it first
opened, and every year, the team pull off something amazing as well
as presenting some really exciting and new concepts.

Nightmare on
Main Street – The first thing that really stood out about this
attraction came right at the start, when we turned a corner to be
greeted with a whole high street reaching out into the distance.
Dr. Fright’s have been saying that this is their biggest attraction
yet, and they aren’t exaggerating. As we looked into the distance,
we could see groups ahead of us, walking in and out of the
different shops, and before we could really take it all in, we were
forced inside the first shop. From here on in, we crisscrossed
through the marquee, visiting each ‘shop’ in turn. We visited pet
shops with wild creatures inside, a doctor’s surgery with crazed
medical stuff, and so on, with each room providing multiple scares
and effects. The team had also created some great animatronic
effects, including a VERY close encounter with a ten-tonne truck
that had us all jumping!

Grindhouse
Presents Carny Carnage – The Grindhouse has returned for
another year and remains a crazy mix of scares and murderous
rednecks. This year, the locals have decided to hold a carnival to
attract more visitors, but of course, they aren’t looking to
entertain us; they just want to eat us! For a maze built in a
marquee, this attraction has some amazing scenes and theming,
including upturned cars, an abandoned caravan, and more. Of course,
it’s the actions of the hillbillies that really count, and they
were as dastardly and carnivorous as ever, blocking our route and
generally getting right up in our faces. It didn’t help when a
redneck took a shine to one of our group and held her hostage while
we were forced to leave her on her own. We happily abandoned her in
our rush to get out. What good friends we are!
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