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Book I of The Tentmaker Series: Theology in the Age of Innovation



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1 – Why This Matters Now
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Scripture Anchor: “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” — 1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV)



Opening Story – The Glitch in the Sermon

It happened on a quiet Saturday night.

Pastor Elias sat in his small office, surrounded by books, notes, and the faint hum of his laptop. Tomorrow’s sermon was half-finished, and exhaustion was creeping in. He’d spent the week visiting families, counseling a struggling couple, and preparing the youth retreat. Now, with time running short, he remembered what a friend told him earlier: “Try the new AI writing tool—it can draft sermons in seconds.”

Curious and desperate, Elias opened the app.

In minutes, paragraphs filled the screen—eloquent, structured, and startlingly clear. He whispered, “This might actually work.” With a few edits, he printed the notes and slept for the first time before midnight.

The next day, he preached. The words flowed, but something didn’t.

The congregation listened politely, but the usual stillness—the holy hush that follows Spirit-filled truth—was missing. Later that afternoon, Elias knelt by his chair and prayed, “Lord, I used a tool, but somewhere, I lost the touch of Your hand.”

That night, he deleted the AI draft and opened his Bible instead. “Whatever you do,” Paul had written, “do all to the glory of God.” Elias realized that technology could aid his ministry, but it could never replace his intimacy with God.



	From Tools to Temptations


We live in an era where machines can learn, write, sing, and even simulate prayer. The convenience is seductive. It promises productivity, creativity, and connection—but if we’re not careful, it can quietly replace dependence on God with dependence on algorithms.

Dorothy Sayers once reflected that human creativity mirrors a kind of “earthly trinity”: the Idea (a timeless vision in the mind), the Energy (the incarnating work in time and matter), and the Power (the meaning and response awakened in others).​[1] Her insight reminds us that invention itself can become worship when rooted in reverence, not pride. When our tools begin to outpace our theology, innovation risks becoming idolatry—making format or function more admired than the truth behind them.

When we speak of “progress” and control, C. S. Lewis warned, “What we call Man’s power over Nature turns out to be a power exercised by some men over other men with Nature as its instrument.”​[2] His warning exposes how the desire to master creation often masks the urge to master one another.

This suggests that the heart of technological temptation is relational and political—not just technical. A tool that seems neutral may already embed structures of power and dehumanization.

The question isn’t, “Should Christians use AI?”

The question is, “How can we use it for God’s glory?”

Technology has always been a mirror of human hearts. It amplifies what’s already there—our hunger for knowledge, our longing for ease, and sometimes, our pride. From the tower of Babel’s bricks to the glowing screens of today, every generation must decide: Will we use our tools to build altars or idols?

Paul’s exhortation in 1 Corinthians 10:31 pierces through every century:

“Whatever you do... do all to the glory of God.”

This verse doesn’t separate the sacred from the secular. It folds our whole life—work, art, code, and invention—into worship. Every click, command, and creation can either honor the Creator or quietly edge Him out.



	The Glory Test


When Paul said “whatever you do,” he included more than food and drink. He meant every act that expresses our will.

AI, then, falls under the same test: Does this glorify God?

Here’s a simple way to discern that:

Glorifying God means revealing His character — truth, beauty, compassion, justice.

It means showing who our trust is in — not in circuits or data, but in the Spirit who gives life.

It means using tools without letting them use us.

AI can help us write sermons, translate Scripture, or reach remote souls online—but it must remain a servant of the message, not the source of it. The Spirit of God still speaks through hearts, not hardware.



	A Theology of Tools


From the start, God gave humans the ability to shape creation.

Adam named animals. Noah built an ark. Bezalel, filled with the Spirit, crafted the tabernacle with artistic skill (Exodus 31:1–5). These were technological acts—crafting matter into meaning.

But the same hands that built the ark could also build Babel.

That’s the tension of human creativity: every tool can become either a tabernacle or a tower.

When we use AI to aid the weak, amplify truth, or spread the gospel, it becomes a tabernacle—a meeting place between heaven and earth. But when we use it to exalt self, exploit others, or erase our dependence on God, it becomes Babel all over again.

The problem isn’t the tool.

It’s the heart behind it.



	The Countdown: Discerning the Times


Prophecy tells us there will come a time when technology—or systems empowered by it—will no longer serve humanity, but dominate it. Revelation warns of a future where a mark will be required to buy or sell, symbolizing absolute allegiance to a false savior.

We don’t know exactly what form that system will take. But we do know what prepares hearts to accept it—gradual surrender.

Every time we hand over our will, our values, or our worship to convenience, we inch closer to the spirit of that age.

This isn’t about fearing microchips—it’s about guarding our souls.

The countdown to Christ’s return isn’t measured in technology updates but in heart readiness. Jesus told us to “watch and pray”—to live alert, faithful, and free from deception.

So, as we stand at the edge of an AI-driven world, our calling is not to withdraw in fear but to engage with wisdom. To use every new tool as Paul used his tents—to sustain the mission without compromising the message.



	Faithful Presence in a Digital World


Imagine a future where pastors, teachers, and believers worldwide use AI ethically—to reach the unreached, train disciples, and support the church. Imagine AI translating Scripture into thousands of languages still untouched by the gospel.
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