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Chapter 1

	“Hey, Amy, I need to take a walk,” I say to my sister as I grab my shoes from the shoe cabinet.

	“A walk? Right now?” Amy says from the kitchen.

	“Yup. I need to get some fresh air.”

	Amy walks out of the kitchen and stands in front of me with raised eyebrows. Her short dark hair, glasses and the way she looks at me remind me of a female detective.

	“It’s about Clay, isn’t it?” she asks.

	I broke up with Clay a couple months ago, but she still asks me about him. As if I really care so much about him to waste my time thinking of him.

	“No, it’s not. I just need to take a breather.”

	“You know we’re not done with the project yet? It’s only a short break.”

	As if I could forget. We’ve been working on it since six in the morning. If everything goes well, maybe we’ll finish it at six in the evening.

	“I know. I’ll be back in an hour, right before the end of our lunch break. Okay?”

	“Sure.” 

	Amy returns to the kitchen and I leave the house.

	It’s a fresh summer Montana morning with the best weather you can possibly get. I close the gate and turn right, into the woods. Birds chirping around me always calm me down, especially during our stressful projects. Sometimes I wish I was just an owner of a ranch instead of a co-owner of a marketing agency. Life would be simpler.

	I take the path across the woods that will take me to my favorite spot – a glade in the forest with an old tree stump directly under the sun. It’s the best place to sit down and relax in a quiet area with nobody around you.
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