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      For you, the reader. Keep a firm hold on your sense of curiosity and wonder. The world is a beautiful place when you know how to look at it.
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      “Land Ho!” shouted Amelia as she looked through the end of an empty paper towel roll. She leaned out of the blanket fort, gripping the couch to keep from falling. “How fast are we moving, Captain?” asked Amelia.

      “About four knots!” yelled Oliver. “I think.” He didn’t know what that meant. But he knew it was something someone on a ship would say.

      “Swab the poop deck, Max,” said Oliver. Max wagged his tail, then ran out of the blanket fort towards the stairs. Oliver glanced over his shoulder. Oliver and Amelia’s mother was coming down the stairs.

      “Ahoy!” shouted Oliver, “Something approaches from the starboard!” He saw his mom smile.

      “Oh!” their mom said, “and what do we have here? A couple of pirates, I see!”

      “Yeah!” said Oliver. Oliver thought that pirates were cool.

      “Be the sea monster, mommy!” said Amelia, “Like this!” Amelia held up a book. The cover of the book had a picture of a ship on it. There was a giant tentacle coming out of the water next to the ship.

      “Oh, like that?” said their mother. She made a scary face. She stuck her hands out in front of her. “I’m gonna get you!” said their mom.
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      Oliver laughed. “Sea monsters don’t talk, Mom!”

      “How do you know?” she said, “Have you ever met one?” she said, smiling.

      Oliver thought about that. “No,” he admitted. His mom smiled again, then made a scary face.

      “Here I come!” She ripped the blanket off the top of the fort.

      “Ahhhh!” the children screamed in make-believe terror.

      “The ship is sinking!” yelled Amelia.

      “We have to repair it!” Oliver yelled back.

      Max barked. His tail wagged. He was getting excited.

      “I think that’s enough for now,” said their mom, “You two have school in half an hour. Let’s go make some breakfast.”

      “Aww, man,” said Amelia. Oliver ran to help his mother make breakfast.
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      Oliver and Amelia spent the entire school day thinking about Mizzaz the dragon. They couldn’t wait to go to the library after school.

      During recess, Oliver tried explaining the Big Bang theory to his friends from science class. It was tricky without being able to show them. He decided he would ask the librarian if he could bring his book to school. He wanted to share what he learned with the other kids.

      Amelia spent her recess talking about sea monsters. “I’m going to see a sea monster later,” Amelia told anyone who would listen. She was very excited to meet with the dragon again.

      The children were so excited when the school day ended. They decided they would run all the way to the library.

      “Ready?” asked Oliver

      “Set!” said Amelia. She crouched like the runners on TV.

      “Go!” they both said together.

      They took off running. They ran. They pumped their fists. The library was getting closer. Still they ran. Oliver started to slow down.
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