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​Foreword
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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the first volume in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened, and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that; you will find games by players rated above 2700 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

––––––––
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The openings covered in this volume are: 


●  The King’s Indian Defense

●  The Grünfeld Indian Defense

●  The Queen’s Indian Defense

●  The Nimzo-Indian Defense

●  The Catalan Opening

●  The Blumenfeld Gambit

●  The Bogo-Indian Defense




––––––––
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In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of D70 through E99.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

January 2017
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​​Chapter 1 - The King’s Indian Defense
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The King’s Indian Defense is a very combative opening. Black signals his intentions immediately: he wants to play for a win, preferably in a kingside attack. This “simple” strategy, of course, is not something White should let his opponent get away with. Complications are likely to ensue rather rapidly. The opening was part of the repertoire of nearly top grandmasters in the 1950s or 1960s. It has since had its ups and downs but is still a trademark defense for Azeri Grandmaster Teimur Radjabov.

Game 1

R.Ponomariov (2727) – J.Ivanov (2431) 

Villarrobledo 2009

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.Nf3 g6 4.g3 Bg7 5.Bg2 0–0 6.0–0 c6 7.b3 Nbd7 8.Bb2 e5 

The main lines are 8...Qc7, and 8...Re8.

9.dxe5 dxe5 10.Nxe5 Ng4 

10...Nxe5 11.Bxe5 Qxd1 12.Rxd1 Re8 13.f4 Ng4 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.Nc3 Ne3 16.Rd2 Bf5 and Black has some compensation for the pawn, but not enough, Kurajica-Barlov, Yugoslavia 1984.

11.Nxd7 Bxb2 12.Nxf8 

[image: image]

What is Black's best move: 12...Qa5, or 12...Qxf8? And what is the likely follow-up in each case?

12...Qa5 

The text move is a losing mistake. After 12...Qxf8 13.Nd2 Nxh2 14.Kxh2 Bxa1 15.Qxa1 Qh6+ 16.Kg1 Qxd2, the chances are about even.

13.Qd2 Qxd2 14.Nxd2 Bxa1 15.Nxg6 Ending up two pawns down, Black resigned. 

1–0

Game 2

D.Del Rey (2380) – L.Bronstein (2425) 

Buenos Aires 1993

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Bg5 Ne4 5.Bf4 c5 6.e3 

Or 6.Qc2 Qa5+ 7.Nbd2 Nxd2 8.Bxd2 Qb6 9.e3 d6 10.Bc3 cxd4 11.Nxd4 0–0 12.Be2 Nc6 with chances to both sides, Berkovich-Yandemirov, Alushta 1993.

6...Qa5+ 7.Nc3 

White has also tried 7.Nbd2 cxd4 8.exd4 Nc6 9.Be3 0–0 10.a3 d5 11.cxd5 Nxd2 12.Qxd2 Qxd5 13.Be2 Na5 14.Rd1 Bd7 and Black has taken control of the game, Galojan-Sanikidze, Yerevan 2004.

7...Nc6 8.Qd3 Nxc3 9.bxc3 

9.Qxc3 is my computer's favorite move, but after 9...Qb6 10.0–0–0 0–0 only Black can be better.

9...d6 10.Bg3 0–0 11.Be2 

[image: image]

How should Black proceed?

11...cxd4 12.exd4 e5! 

Incredibly, White is all of a sudden in serious trouble.

13.0–0 Bf5 14.Qe3?? 

Now White loses without any further ado, but 14.Qd1 Qxc3 leaves Black with a clean pawn up.

14...exd4 15.cxd4 Rae8 Losing a piece, White decided it was time to resign. 

0–1

Game 3

M.Oleksienko (2559) – A.Smith (2448) 

Lviv 2010

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.f3 e5 4.dxe5 Nh5 5.Nh3 Nc6 6.Nc3 Nxe5 7.Bg5!? 

This bishop move hardly counts as a refutation, but it does lead to positions with interesting pawn structures/weaknesses on both sides: 

Another option is 7.e4 Bc5 (7...d5 8.Qxd5 Qe7 9.Nf2 c6 10.Qa5 Bg7 11.Be3 0–0 12.Be2 Qf6 13.0–0–0 Nf4 with some compensation for the pawn, Zawadzki-Luther, Oberwart 2005) 8.Bg5 f6 9.Bd2 d6 10.Nf4 Nxf4 11.Bxf4 Be6 12.Qb3 (12.b3 0–0 13.Qd2 f5 is quite comfortable for Black but better than the game continuation) 12...0–0 13.Na4 Bd4! (I think White had failed to consider this move along with Black's follow-up; Black is now clearly better) 14.Rd1?! (14.0–0–0!? c5 15.Nc3 a6 16.Nd5 was the lesser evil, having the king stuck in the center hardly helps White) 14...c5 15.Nc3 f5 16.Bg3 fxe4 17.Nxe4 b5! 18.Qxb5? Rb8 19.Qa6 

[image: image]

What is Black's best move?

19...Rxb2! 20.Be2 Rxe2+ 21.Kxe2 and White resigned at the same time, 0–1,  Mensch-Szeberenyi, Budapest 2002.

7...f6 

Or 7...Be7?! 8.Bxe7 Qxe7 9.Nd5 Qd8 10.Qd4 d6 11.f4 c6 12.Nc3 c5 13.Qe3 Bxh3 14.fxe5 Be6 15.0–0–0 0–0 16.Qh6 (16.exd6!? b6 17.g3 is clearly better for White) 16...Bxc4?! (also 16...Qh4 17.g3 Qxc4 18.e4 Qb4 19.Be2 is very good for White) 17.g4 Ng7 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

18.e3! (18.Rxd6! Qc7 19.e3 is just as good) 18...Bxf1 19.Ne4! f6 20.Rxd6 (20.Rhxf1! Ne8 21.g5 f5 22.Nf6+ Nxf6 23.gxf6 is even stronger) 20...Qxd6 21.Nxd6 fxe5 22.Qg5 Ne8 23.Nf5, and Black called it a day, 1–0, Khismatullin-Isajevsky, Kazan 2006.

8.Bc1 d6 

[image: image]

What is best: Play 8...d6 to chase the knight before capturing on c4 or capture on c4 immediately?

If Black wanted to take the pawn on c4, now was the right time: 8...Nxc4 9.e4 Nb6 (9...Ne5 10.f4 Nf7 11.Be3 leaves White with decent compensation for the pawn thanks for Black's oddly placed knights) 10.a4 d5 (or 10...a5 11.Be3 Bb4 12.Bxb6 cxb6 13.Qb3 with ample positional compensation for the pawn) 11.a5 Nd7 12.Nxd5 c6 13.Ndf4 with slightly better chances for White.

9.Nf2 Nxc4?? 

This mistake must have happened because Black simply played too fast and having made the decision to capture on c4 ahead of playing...d7–d6.

10.Qa4+ and Black resigned. 

1–0

Game 4

E.Gausel (2570) – J.Hodgson (2485) 

Oslo 1994

1.Nf3 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 g6 4.Nc3 Bf5 5.Ng5 Bg7 6.e4 Bg4 7.f3 

White has also played 7.Be2 and although fine for White, Black has scored 100% against in a handful of games.

7...Bc8 

In another grandmaster game, Black played 7...Bd7.

8.f4 0–0 9.Be2 e5? 
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What is wrong with this move?

Black should have played 9...c5

10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Qxd8 Rxd8 12.fxe5 Ne8 13.0–0 

Black does not have a satisfactory way to meet the threat against the f7 pawn, for instance, 13.0–0 Be6 14.Nxe6 fxe6 15.Bg5! followed by Bg4 with a large advantage for White.

1–0

Game 5

G.Welling (2369) – M.Hebden (2521) 

Caleta 2005

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.Nf3 0–0 5.Bf4 c5 6.d5 d6 7.Qd2 b5 8.cxb5 a6 9.e4 axb5 

Or 9...Qa5 10.bxa6 (10.b6!? looks like the best move for White) 10...Nbd7 11.Be2 Bxa6 12.Bxa6 Qxa6 13.Qe2 Rfb8 14.Bc1 Nb6 15.Qxa6 Rxa6 with a wonderful Benko Gambit position for Black, Ragnarsson-Mortensen, Reykjavik 1997

10.Bxb5 Qa5 11.Be2 Ba6 

[image: image]

Here White played 12.0–0 and resigned at the same time. What did he suddenly discover to cause the resignation?

The resignation was quite premature, but after 12.0–0 Nxe4 13.Nxe4 Qxd2 14.Nfxd2 Bxe2 15.Rfe1 Bd3 16.Nc3 Ra7 Black is playing a Benko Gambit where Black has won the pawn back and has the bishop pair. 

0–1

Game 6

E.Tomashevsky (2555) – R.Khusnutdinov (2354) 

World Championship U18 (Belfort) 2005

1.Nf3 g6 2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.d4 Bf5 5.Nd2 e5 6.d5 Bh6 

Black has 6...a5 available as well, e.g. 7.e4 Bd7 8.a4 Bh6 9.h4 Na6 10.Nb3 Bxc1 11.Qxc1 c6 12.Qd2 Qb6 13.Ra3 Ng4 14.h5 Nb4 15.hxg6 fxg6 and Black has the initiative, Werner-Glek, Germany 2005.

7.g3 

White can also try 7.e3: 7...0–0 8.Be2 Qc8 9.h3 a5 10.g4 Bd7 11.Nf3 Bg7 12.e4 Na6 13.Be3 Nc5 14.Qc2 Ne8 and White has more space and better chances, Krush-Blatny, Kansas 2003.

7...0–0 

Or 7...a5 8.Bg2 (8.c5!?) 8...Na6 9.Nb3 Bxc1 10.Rxc1 b6 11.0–0 0–0 12.e4 Bd7 is fine for Black, Komarov-Grimberg, Massy 1993.

8.Bg2 Na6 9.a3 Qc8 10.h3 

[image: image]

Now Black played 10...Nh5, intending to meet 11.g4 with 11...Nf4. What did Black miss?

10...Nh5? 11.g4 Nf4 12.Bf1! 

After this retreat, Black cannot save both the bishop on f5 and the knight on f4, which has no escape squares, e.g., 12...Bd7 13 e3.

12...Nc5 13.gxf5 Qxf5 14.b4 And Black resigned. He is just a piece down without compensation.

1–0

Game 7

R.Cusi (2375) – M.Vucic (2387) 

San Francisco 1999

1.c4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 Nc6 4.Bg2 g6 5.Nf3 Bg7 6.d4 d6 7.0–0 0–0 8.d5 Ne7 9.e4 Ne8 10.Ne1 f5 11.Nd3 fxe4 

The more common move order to arrive at our med position below is 11...Nf6 12.Bg5 fxe4 13.Nxe4

12.Nxe4 Nf6 13.Bg5 

[image: image]

What happens if Black kicks the White bishop with 13...h7–h6?

13...h6 

Black has a couple of more frequently played alternatives: 

13...Nxe4 14.Bxe4 Bh3 (or 14...Bf5 15.Qe2 h6 16.Bxe7 Qxe7 17.Bxf5 gxf5 18.Nf4 Rf6 19.Rae1 Qf7 20.Ne6 and White's beautiful knight on e6 promises him an advantage, Barnaure-Sofronie, Predeal 2006) 15.Re1 Bf6 16.Bxf6 Rxf6 17.f4 exf4 18.Nxf4 Bd7 19.Qb3 with a clear positional plus for White, Bruzon Batista-Jimenez Fraga, Havana 2013. 

13...Nf5 14.Re1 (or 14.Kh1 h6 15.Nxf6+ Bxf6 16.Bd2 Qd7 17.Bc3 Qg7 18.Qb3 with a tiny plus for White, Epishin-J.Polgar, Las Palmas 1994) 14...h6 15.Nxf6+ Bxf6 16.Bd2 Kh7 17.Bc3 Bd7 18.c5 and White has grabbed hold of the initiative, Karpov-J. Polgar, Las Palmas 1994. In our main game, Black probably forgot that he had to play...Nf5 before...h7–h6.

14.Nxf6+ Of course! Black has to recapture with the bishop and the h6–pawn falls. Therefore Black, in disgust, chose to resign. 

1–0

Game 8

P. Moeller Nielsen – B.Jacobsen 

Randers 1970

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.g3 g6 3.Bg2 Bg7 4.c4 0–0 5.Nc3 c6 6.0–0 Qa5 7.d4 d6 8.Bg5 

This line is quite rare. Instead, 8.e4 and 8.h3 are played very frequently.

8...Qb4 

8...h6 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.Rb1 Bg7 11.b4 Qc7 12.b5 Nd7 13.Qa4?! (13.Qd3!? Nb6) 13...Nb6 14.Qb3 Be6 15.d5 cxd5 16.Nxd5 Bxd5 17.cxd5 Qd7 18.Rfc1, and draw agreed, ½–½, on Garcia Palermo-Piscopo, Turin 2006; it is clear that Black cannot be dissatisfied with the outcome of the opening. 

8...Be6 9.d5 Bd7 10.Qd2 Rc8 11.Bxf6 Bxf6 12.Ne4 Qxd2 13.Nxf6+ Kg7 14.Nh5+ gxh5 15.Nxd2 cxd5 16.Bxd5 Bc6 17.Bg2 Bxg2 18.Kxg2 Nd7 19.Rfc1 with an endgame that is marginally better for White, but the players continued for a long time before settling for a draw, Wu Wenjin-Ye Jiangchuan, Yongchuan 2003.

9.Qd3 

[image: image]

Time to make some calculations: Black figured that if he now played 9...Bf5 and White then continued with 10.e4, and he would be able to play 10...Nxe4 11.Nxe4 d5, winning back the piece with a good position. Is that a correct calculation, or did he miss something?

9...Bf5? 

9...Be6!? can also be considered for Black, e.g., 10.b3 d5 11.Ne5 Rd8 with a very playable position for Black.

10.e4 Nxe4?? 11.Nxe4 d5 12.cxd5 

Also 12.Qd2! wins for White.

12...cxd5 13.Qc3 Sneaking out of the pin thanks to the threat against Black's queen; after 13...Qxc3, White, of course, recaptures with the knight on e4. Thus, Black resigned. 

1–0

Game 9

T.Nalbandian (2478) – A.Khudyakov (2365) 
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