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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 43:

King of Pentacles

Ali Noel Vyain


King of Pentacles

Alone in the tarot reading room, Alice shuffled the special deck. She cut the deck and drew the top card. She heard Eliot playing music in the greenhouse and Madeline leading a client to the tarot reading room. Alice blinked and left the room before anyone saw her.

She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk. She set the King of Pentacles down and found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook. She frowned as she stared at the kings. She grabbed her pen and took notes.

She didn’t stop taking notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down on her desk and stood up. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. The music stopped and Eliot stepped into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and smiled at Alice. She smiled back.

Madeline focused on her cooking and didn’t turn around or even her head. She knew the young elves were standing behind her. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “King of Pentacles.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a person of grace and charm with natural leadership and business abilities. They are intelligent, loyal, successful, courageous and punctual. It can also mean wealth, rationality, finance, calculation and mathematics.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is corruption and collusion. It can be a codger, danger and faithlessness. It can mean going for the ends without consideration of the means.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot said, “King of Wands tomorrow?”

Alice laughed and got drinks for everyone. “Probably.”

Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together. Madeline hadn’t lost her cooking ability. She smiled to herself at that thought.

Eliot asked, “Alice, who is the King of Pentacles to you?”

Madeline blinked. “Not me, surely.”

Alice smiled. “The reversed King of Pentacles is my mother and the upright King of Pentacles is my dad.”

Madeline smiled.

Eliot asked, “Why do you think that?”

Alice answered, “My mother is dangerous. She tries to convince others and me that she’s trying to help me, but she never actually does. She doesn’t give me what I need and laughs at me when I fail. She focuses on the ends without considering the means. She never really supported me or my endeavors. She is faithless and changes her mind and insists she is consistent when she isn’t at all that way.” She paused. “My dad was intelligent and successful in business. He was rich to some extent, or at least I think so. He was loyal to a fault. I never could understand why he stayed with my mother as long as he did. He was quite rational too.”
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