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INTRODUCTION
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​Welcome to The PoArtMo Anthology: Volume 6!

Six years ago, when we started Auroras & Blossoms, we had no idea what would happen with this pioneering series. I think we now have the answer: to heights very few anthologies have gone... 

Every story, every poem, every visual piece in this volume speaks to the need to look at the world with more childlike wonder. While The PoArtMo Anthology may never have broad appeal, I know that each and every one of our readers has been changed—even ever so slightly—by the experience of perusing at least one of our volumes. 

As always, it has been my honor to work with my co-editor and friend David Ellis on this volume. His commitment and dedication to Auroras & Blossoms are to be commended. And of course, my thanks go to our contributors for entrusting us with their works—Anne Elliott, Azelle Elric, D.R. James, Uswa Majeed, Sherri J Moye-Dombrosky, and Marjolein Rotsteeg. 

Winnipeg, Canada, August 2025. 

Cendrine Marrouat - Co-founder Auroras & Blossoms / PoArtMo
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Hello everyone and welcome to another diverse collection of art, poetry and stories, courtesy of the PoArtMo Anthology! 

For those of you who are new to PoArtMo, you are in for a delicious treat, as with this tasty volume and also five other previous volumes to savour, this is a creative culinary dish that is a feast for the senses, no matter where you choose to start from!

We are particularly proud of the collection we have assembled this year and the talent that we have rounded up to participate in this endeavour. Furthermore, once again, Cendrine has outdone herself with the layout, editing and formatting of the anthology. After all this time, working with her to produce these volumes is still as thrilling, exciting and fun as the very first day we first started collaborating together.

It has been a sincere pleasure to see the longevity of PoArtMo unfold over the years and to still keep coming back even stronger with every new volume. Positivity is something we could all do with more of in all walks of life and the abundance of it in this collection will definitely brighten your day.

If you are a writer or an artist yourself, please consider submitting to us. We would love to hear from you and to evaluate your work for future upcoming volumes.

Thank you for all of your support over the years and we look forward to giving you many more wonderful volumes for years to come!

Tunbridge Wells, Kent, UK, August 2025.

David Ellis – Co-founder Auroras & Blossoms / PoArtMo 
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ABOUT THE FLASHKU, THE HEMINGKU, AND THE SIXKU
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Several poetry forms are mentioned in this volume. We introduce them all here, so you can refer to them easily if needed.  

––––––––
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The Flashku

The Flashku was born in 2021. This short piece of flash fiction “borrows'' seven words from another source (e.g. poem, novel, essay, etc.) and must be inspired by and contain an image. Due to the word limit (50-100 words), the challenge is to craft a descriptionless story that offers a positive / inspirational twist or resolution at the end.
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