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01  Turn Your Articles into eBooks

I started my writing career as a blogger in June 2020. I thought my content would draw the masses within six months of starting my online presence.

If you ever started anything online, you’ll know this was wishful thinking. It takes a good while to carve out a nice piece of real estate on the internet.

In January 2021, I took a book publishing course that gave me the idea to convert my articles into ebooks and upload them to Amazon. The rest is history.

Achieve F.I.R.E. via Income Investing

Today, I have over 1,300 articles on my blog and 940 ebooks on Amazon. Of those 940 books, I host 386 on my website as pdfs and distribute them widely to other bookstores. 

Why turn your articles into ebooks? The main purpose of converting your articles into ebooks is to create passive income.

Articles can create passive income, but books have a longer time horizon. Let me explain. When you publish an article, you depend on an algorithm to present your work to someone else.

If you have a blog, the algorithm is Google or Bing search. You can make a decent amount of money by ranking on these search sites. However, hitting the top results as a personal blog is extremely challenging.

Becoming an Entrepreneur #1: Reading the Right Books

When you read about what bloggers are doing to hit the top results, you’ll probably change your mind about the direction you want for your blog.

You can publish your articles on sites like LinkedIn, Medium, and SeekingAlpha. They are great ways to drop your content all over the internet.

Remember, just because you create ebooks doesn't mean your articles disappear; you can still utilize them in the same ways.

Ebooks give you more options. Once you bundle together ten of your articles, you now have an eBook. It takes less than ten minutes to upload your ebook (just a Word doc) to Amazon.

Position Yourself for the Next Bull Market

If you add your eBook to Kindle Unlimited, you can give it away for free for five days every three months. This is a good way to get your article top of mind every three months.

That was one of my driving forces in creating so many ebooks. I now have 555 books under the Kindle Unlimited banner, so I have a free ebook for every day of the year.

Sure enough, even my first ebook from January 2021 still gets a read or purchase occasionally. Amazon gives new books a boost in exposure for the first 30 days, which is something to understand and leverage.

If you already have a following, driving traffic to Amazon and hitting the top charts is even easier. Once you tell your email list about a “free book promotion,” they can drive your numbers up so high that others will follow.

How to Start a Business Cheaply

Getting your books out to the world. A book is an asset like rental properties, a business, or dividend-paying stocks; books produce income for you 24 hours a day.

If you don’t enter a book into Kindle Unlimited, you can “go wide” by uploading it to Draft2Digital (D2D). It takes ten minutes to upload your cover and manuscript to D2D, which will be live in less than a day.

D2D is the definition of passive income. You can sit back and let the pennies trickle in or actively promote your book through your online presence.

My D2D books upload directly to Barnes & Nobles, Tolino, Vivlio, Smashwords, Gardners, Scribd, Overdrive, Odilo, Baker & Taylor, Hoopla, and Palace.

Change Your Money Cycle

Of these, I have had the most success with Hoopla and Scribd. I don’t upload to Apple or Google Books because adjusting my manuscript would take longer.

Your books are your advertising platform. The true reason to create ebooks is for the advertising space inside your books.

Books are a “loss leader” for your higher ticket products and services; books can serve as the top of your sales funnel. As I said, I have 940+ books sitting on Amazon shelves, all sending traffic to my website.

I don’t offer any higher other products or services than my $20 paperbacks ($6-7 profit margin). However, if you provide coaching services, consulting, online courses, mentoring, or masterminds, your books can give you the real estate to push these.

Rental Income vs. Income Investing

I am a shameless promoter of my books and website, so my ebooks help to drive even more traffic. If you have merchandise on Redbubble, Etsy, or Shopify, your books can also drive traffic there.

You can create your own book covers. Yes, you can create your own book covers. If you have a Canva account, they already have tons of covers for your use. The ebook dimensions I use are 1638 X 2457 pixels.

Ebook covers are easy, but paperbacks are much tougher. However, I wouldn’t worry about those yet. Remember that your book covers only need “not suck.” As long as they are passable, they will serve their purpose.

Dividend ETFs vs. Index Funds

You can keep it simple by releasing your books as part of a series. That way, all you need to change is the color or the volume numbers.

The long-term passive income plan. Books hold massive value over time. Very rarely do we look at the publication date of a book.

If anything, a book becomes more valuable over time if the author predicts something that will come true. 

Keeping your older articles relevant on someone else’s platform is tough. You will want to diversify your writing by releasing ebooks.

Don’t get me wrong; Amazon is a dog-eat-dog world as well. However, the Kindle Unlimited program can keep your work top of mind because of free book promotions.

Power Writing: Write a Book One Week

Plus, if you release a series, every new book advertises an older book. My Financial Independence Magazine (now #109) combines my articles straight from the first to 1,300.

My Amazon numbers slowly trend higher year over year, plus my Google Search numbers double yearly. I started releasing articles on Medium and LinkedIn this year as well.

The goal is to have the same words in multiple places at once. I am online, on my blog, and in libraries. It’s not about becoming big; it's about consistent income.

Conclusion. It may seem daunting to build a book, but I can assure you it’s not a big deal. Amazon requires a few things to finish your eBook.

You’ll need a book description (four sentences), a cover, and a Word document. You’ll choose your categories and type in keywords, and that’s it.

My High-Yield Savings Account: Year in Review 2022

Once you get proficient with eBooks, you can easily create paperbacks. There is nothing quite like holding a paperback you created all by yourself. 

My Publishing Chronicles series will give you more details on my overall strategy and workflow.


1)  The Publishing Chronicles 1: Write a Book in a Week

2)  The Publishing Chronicles 2: Design Your Own Book Covers

3)  The Publishing Chronicles 3: Publish to the Widest Possible Audience

4)  The Publishing Chronicles 4: Advertise Your Book for Free

5)  The Publishing Chronicles 5: My Lightweight, Browser-Only Workflow



If you have questions, you can email me at kingmarine@militaryfamiliyinvesting.com. I love passive income, and that’s why I love books.

Receiving passive income from book sales is addictive. It is a great way to diversify your writing income with Google search, Medium, and affiliate marketing. Good Luck!
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02  Why You Need Passive Income
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I woke up yesterday to find some emails containing passive income in my Gmail inbox. I received $97 from Fundrise, $22 from Direct2Digital (books), and $60 in dividends.

[image: image]

There is nothing like receiving money you don’t need. To earn passive income, you do the work once (invest or write) and continually reap the rewards.

[image: image]Why You Need Passive Income!

Why do you need passive income today? The workforce is “going to hell in a handbasket.” Your employer is simply not going to pay you what you are worth.

Your education will not lead you to the promotions that will change your life. In fact, there are no promotions that can change your life.

Home Maintenance Budget vs. Emergency Fund

If they pay you a lot of money, they want a lot of work. This may mean working extended hours or being available 24 hours a day—there is no free lunch.

The only way to get ahead is to make money while you sleep. You must create, buy, or build assets that continue to pay you, even as you sleep, play, or enjoy your family.

Getting started with passive income. The goal of building a passive income stream is to retire with it eventually. However, these income streams take time to grow.

To understand passive income, you must understand the principle of compounding. Greatness compounds over time, but so does laziness.

Home Interest Loans vs. Interest Rates

I received six cents in my first month of passive income investing (July 2019). However, it was the best six cents I have ever earned.

As you can see above, I received over $200 yesterday. I cannot emphasize how amazing it is to wake up to having more money.

Passive income isn’t about money; it’s about freedom. People misunderstand the intent behind passive income.

They believe they need passive income to buy more things or nicer items. However, once you begin to build your income streams, you’ll determine it’s about time, not money.

Are You Ready to Become a Landlord?

You see, your assets will begin to do all the heavy lifting in your life so that you don’t need to over-extend yourself.

For example, how long will it take you to save $50,000? What if you could use home equity from your house to gain that same $50,000?

How many hours will it take you to earn $2,000? With $300,000 in an income-investing portfolio, you can make that same $2,000 per month.

Time is our most valuable resource, and we cannot continue to spend it all in the workforce. When we learn to buy our freedom, we can pass this information on to our children.

How We Plan to Retire on Dividends 4

Building a stronger generation. I recently met with my 18-year-old cousin. I gave him $1,000 to invest in his Dividend Debit Card (Cash app).

I will double the amount every time his monthly dividend stock (AGNC) pays him. This gives him the incentive to stay invested in the stock market.

I want him to understand the feeling of receiving money from thin air—the power of passive income and valuing time over money.

What money habits are you passing on to your children? If you do not understand passive income and how to create it, you make your children indentured servants.

Self-Storage vs. A Recession

We can do better for our children, but we have to try. Nothing in this world is free, and passive income comes at the price of self-education.

So where should you start? The best place to start is by getting some books. I know I know; reading is a four-letter word in this day and age.

However, you’ll need to understand the principle of adding value and exponential growth to invest and build over an extended time.

Bond Growth Investing: Bonds to the Rescue

Some good books to start with are, “Rich Dad, Poor Dad,” “Rich Dad’s Cashflow Quadrant” and “Rich Dad’s Guide to Investing.” These books are all from Robert Kiyosaki, my favorite author.

Dividends for the win. The most accessible form of passive income is dividend investing. However, it will also require the most money to be effective. 

You can start dividend investing with $5 per week if you stay consistent and keep learning. Dividends are the key to escaping the rat race.

Rental income is available. Most people want to avoid owning an investment property. That’s okay, but you still need to build rental income. 

You can do this by renting a room or letting someone use your garage. You can also add storage space to your yard or build a dog park.

Trade School vs. College vs. The Military

I love royalties. To create is a fantastic feat that most people will never experience. It is even better to create for an audience and have them purchase your works.

I have been building royalties for over two years, and the process improves daily. I can open accounts on new platforms and recycle my words.

Once I do the work, I can spread my creations over unlimited platforms to continue growing my audience. 

Business is the way to grow. You also want to start an automated business that can run itself. At first, it will need you to run it; but the final intent is to automate it via management, automation, or outsourcing.

5 Takeaways from “The Independent Homeschool”

You can start a vending machine, arcade, or rental car business. How about becoming a property manager (there is always a need for good ones)?
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