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Introduction




My great grandmother was Lucy Bell Jones, who
was born Sunday, July 15th of 1877 in the village of Bush, Laurel
County, Kentucky. This book provides Lucy Jones family genealogy
dating back to the year 1680 with the birth of her ancestor William
Henry Jones. He is my seventh great grandfather, and was born in
the town of Chester on the Wales-England boarder.

 


If you have Jones ancestors from Kentucky,
Tennessee, or North Carolina this may be your family line. Going
back at least 4 generations from my great grandmother’s day, I find
that the Jones farm families were large and could have up to 16
children! That’s a lot of Jones descendants.

 


The history and prominence of the Jones
surname in Wales can be traced back to a significant legislative
change, specifically "The Act of Union" in 1536. This law mandated
the exclusive use of English in all official documentation,
compelling the Welsh to convert their native names into English
equivalents for legal purposes. Consequently, traditional Welsh
names such as "Johnnes," "Ieuan," and "Sion" were Anglicized to
"Jones," marking a direct correlation between the act and the
widespread adoption of the Jones surname in Wales. Historically,
the Welsh didn't adopt the practice of using surnames until the
16th century, moving away from the tradition of using only a given
name to identify someone.
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Lucy Bell Jones - Circa 1893

 


USA SENTINEL ECHO. LONDON,
KENTUCKY. APRIL 20, 1961 LUCY BELLE TAYLOR DIES AT
BLACKWATER



Mrs. Lucy Belle Taylor, 81,
widow of S.C. Taylor, who died in 1939, succumbed at 11:10 p.m.
April 13 at her home in Blackwater. A lifelong resident of Laurel
County, Mrs. Taylor was born July 15, 1877, the daughter of Gip and
Sallie Weaver Jones. She was a member of the United Baptist Church.
Surviving are 129 living descendants: seven children: Sam Taylor,
Fannie Smith, and Lillie Smith, all of Blackwater; Tilford Taylor,
London; Laura Weaver, Route 4; Sarah Chandler and Simmie Benge,
Hamilton; 19 grandchildren and 73 great-grandchildren. Funeral
services were conducted at 2 p.m. Saturday at the residence by the
Revs. Woodrow Woods, Lowell Gilbert and Layton Vanhook. Interment
followed in the Taylor Cemetery at Blackwater by the House Funeral
Home. Pallbearers are grandsons. Rest in peace.
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Chapter 1

 Stephen Gipson
“Gip” Jones

1840 – 1901
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Stephen Gipson “Gip” Jones was born on
Friday, February 7th of 1840 in Laurel County, Kentucky. He was the
seventh child born to Ephraim R. Jones and Rebecca Elizabeth
Lawrence.

 


When Gip was 20 years old he married Sarah
“Sallie” Weaver on Friday, December 7th of 1860 in Laurel County,
Kentucky. Sallie was the daughter of Joseph Cephas Weaver and
Francis Powell nee Bledsoe, and was 21 years old when they
married.

 


It would be a short four months after their
marriage before the War Between the States would break out on
Friday, April 12th of 1861. Kentucky tried to be neutral at the
beginning of the war. However, Confederate General Polk wanted to
take the State of Kentucky for the Confederacy. The Kentucky State
Legislature requested the Union Army for help, and early in 1862
Kentucky slowly came under control of Union Troops, and the battles
and skirmishes began.

 


Gip would be home in November of 1861 since
the birth of their first born, Mary Jane Jones, was in July of
1862. All together they had sixteen known children that included a
possible set of twins, David and James, born in 1882.

 


Checking the Sailors and Soldiers Civil War
Directory there is a Stephen Jones who was in the Union Infantry
from Kentucky. He was in the 22nd Infantry Regiment.
Another Stephen Jones was in the Confederate Cavalry with Mead’s
Regiment in the Partisan Rangers. There is no direct evidence (such
as birth date) given in the listings that can help confirm military
service for Gip. Perhaps, there is a lost family legend regarding
Gip’s enlistment. However, I’m not aware of any at this time.

1870 Census Laurel Co., Kentucky
128,128

Jones, Stephen G 30 M [Value of
Real Estate = 350] [Value of Personal Estate = 170]
Kentucky

Sarah 31 F [Can't Read] [Can't
Write] Kentucky

Mary J 8 F Kentucky

Tamery 7 F Kentucky

Allen 5 M Kentucky

Margaret M 4 F Kentucky

Liddy A 2 F Kentucky

Nathan 6/12 M [If born within the
year Month = Dec] Kentucky

 


1880 Census Laurel Co., Kentucky
99/102

Jones, Stephen G 40 M Farming
Kentucky

Sarah 39 F [Can't Read] [Can't
Write] Kentucky

Tamsey 16 F [Attended school within
census year] Kentucky

Allen 15 M Farm Laborer [Attended
school within census year] [Can't Write] Kentucky

Margaret 13 F [Attended school
within census year] [Can't Write] Kentucky

Lytta A. 11 F [Attended school
within census year] [Can't Write] Kentucky

Nathaniel 9 M [Attended school
within census year] Kentucky

Thomas B 7 M [Attended school
within census year] Kentucky

Frances 6 F [Attended school within
census year] Kentucky

Amanda 5 F Kentucky

Lucy B 4 F Kentucky

Nancy E 2 F Kentucky

John E [If born within census year
give month = Feb] 3/12 M Kentucky

 


Gip was home in September of 1864 since the
birth of their son, William Allen Jones, occurred, Monday, March
20th of 1865. This was two months before the War Between the States
ended on Friday, May 26th of 1865.

 


Between 1862 and 1882, Gip and Sally welcomed
16 children while tending to their 350-acre farm. In 1870, during
the census, they were still farming.

 


They likely kept up with global events,
perhaps discussing them after their Sunday church services. During
their lives, diseases like smallpox, cholera, typhus, scarlet
fever, and yellow fever were rampant across the Appalachians, with
the latter causing 3,000 deaths in New Orleans in 1867.

 


They also lived during the birth of American
inventions such as baseball in 1845 and the safety pin in 1849.
They would have been well aware of the Spanish-American War that
occurred between April and December 1898, and likely knew boys who
signed up to serve. In their own family: John David Jones would
have been 18, Thomas B. Jones would have been 25, and Nathaniel
“Doc” Jones would have been 29 at that time of the war.

 


At the age of 61, Gip passed away on Monday,
December 16th of 1901, after 41 years of marriage, while Sally
lived another 21 years, passing away on Sunday, August 6th of 1922
at the age of 83.
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Now let’s go back in time to the next
generation.

 


 



Chapter 2

 Ephraim R.
Jones

1800 – Before 1880

 


Ephraim Jones was born in the year 1800 in
North Carolina. He was the fifth of eight known children born to
Doctor Robert E. Jones and Catherine nee Blackwell.

 


Ephraim lived in North Carolina on the family
farm when The War of 1812 began. There were minor battles fought in
Ocracoke and Portsmouth along the Outer Banks from July 12th to
July 16th in 1813 between the British and North Carolinians.

The British subsequently attacked Washington
D.C. and burned down the United States Capitol in 1814. Ephraim,
aged between 12 and 14 at the time, would have been deeply impacted
by these events, which dominated conversations across the
state.

 


With the war's end in 1815, Ephraim was drawn
to the westward migration that had gained momentum since the
Revolutionary War. In his late teens, Ephraim embarked on the
challenging Wilderness Road, seeking future opportunities in
trapping, fur trading, or logging. Living off the land, his journey
led him to Knox County, Kentucky, a growing community formed in
1799.

 


His Uncles Robert and Darling had already
journeyed to the headwaters of the Laurel River and made a small
settlement there. No doubt Ephraim joined them after his long
trip.

 


At the age of 21, Ephraim married 16-year-old
Rebecca Elizabeth Lawrence on Thursday, March 15, 1821, in Knox
County. Rebecca was the daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth, nee
Ellis, Lawrence. Over the years, they welcomed 10 children into
their family between 1822 and 1847.
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Fanily Group Sheet

s Name: Lydia Lytta Ann Jones
Borm: March 1568 in: Laurel County, Kenrucky
F Usa g i
Died: et 1910 i Kenrucky, USA
7 Name: Nathariel & Doe Jones
Borm: September 05, 1869 inBush, Laurel Couary
Kentucky, USA
M Died:May 15,1939 i Gray, Knox County
Keticky USA
1894
Marth Harrs
0 Name: Thomas B. Jones
i Bomm: 1873 in: Cane Creek, Laurel
3 County, Keaucky
Died: 1887
g Name: Frances Famy Jones
Borm May 16, 1874 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
F Usa
Died: February 21, 1949 i Lavrel County, Kentucky
Usa
10| Name Amanda Jones
Bomm: 1875 in: Laurel County, Kenrucky
R Usa
Died: Unlenown
Maried
Spouse: Feix Gibson Gibert
11| Name NancyE. Jones
& Borm: February 1876 in: Cane Creek, Laurel
County, Kearucky
Died: Unlenown
2] Name Lucy Belle Jones
Bom: Juy 15, 1877 in:Bush, Laurel Couty
Kenucky USA
Died: April 13, 1961 i Backwater, Laurel Co.
Kentucky UsA
F|  Married: March 16, 1893 in:London, Laurel County
Kenrucky

Spouse: Sebastian Gabor Cabot Taylor

Married: March 16, 1893 in- Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA

Spouse: Sabastion Gabor Cabot Taylor
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Family Group Sheet

13 Name: Betty Jones
& Born: 1878 in: Cane Creek, Laurel
County, Kentucky
Died: Unknown
1 Name: John David Tones
N Born: 1880 in: Cane Creek, Laurel
i County, Kentucky
Unknown
T Name: Tames Madison Jones
Born: 1882 in: Cane Creek, Laure
i County, Kentucky
A Died: Tune 01, 1943
Married: Unknown
Spouse: Charlotta Jane Gabbard
16 Name: David William Ton
i Borm: September 21, 1882 in' Kentucky, U

Died: April 16, 1955 in: Cooper, Delta County
Texas USA
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Family Group Sheet.

Husband: Stephen Gipson Jones

Born: February 07, 1840 in: Laurel County, Kentucky, USA
Married: December 07, 1860 in’ Laurel County, Kentucky, USA
Died: December 16, 1901 in: Cane Creek, Whitley
Kentucky USA

Father: Ephraim R. Jones
Mother: Rebecca Elizabeth Lawrence

Wife:
Born: ‘in: Laurel Co., Kentucky USA
Died: in: Laurel Co., Kentucky USA

Father: Joseph Cephas Weaver
Mother: Francis Powell Bled:

CHILDREN
T Name: Mary Tane Tor
Born: July 1862 in: Cane Creek, Laurel
F County, Kentucky
Died: Abt. 1902 in: Laure County, Kentucky
UsA
2 Name: Willam Allen Tones

Born: March 20, 1865
Died: November 19, 1942 in: Clifty, Mag

M
Married: 1884
Spouse: Rhoda Elizabeth Tuttle
3 Name: Tamsey JTones
Borm: September 20, 1865 in’ Kentucky, U
% Died: Tune 05, 1948 in: New Boston, Bowie Co.
Texas, USA
Married:
Spouse: Dugger
Name: Mandy Jones
E Born: 1866 inBlackwater, Laurel
County, Kentucky USA
Died: 1899

Name: Margaret Vina Jones
Born: September 04, 1867 in: Cane Creck, Laurel
F County, Kentucky
Died: Tune 01, 1943 Laurel County
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