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Chapter 1. The Blank Slate

[image: ]




Dr. Elara Vance's office was a sanctuary of control. Neutral tones, soft lighting, the faint, sterile scent of lemon polish. Everything was in its place. For her patients, it was a space to unravel. For her, it was a fortress.

She reviewed the intake file for the third time. It was thin—an anomaly. No medical history. No family contacts. Just a name, "Kael," and a single, typed line: "I have no past."

The door opened, and he walked in. He was unremarkable in a way that was, itself, remarkable. Average height, unmemorable face, clothes that didn't suggest any personality. He sat in the leather chair opposite her, his posture unnervingly still.
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The past doesn’t just sit
in the room. It waits.
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