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Lena Johnson adjusted the straps of her crimson dress, feeling the fabric caress her curvy silhouette as if whispering promises of the night ahead. She stood at the entrance of her jazz bar, Midnight Blues, welcoming the Saturday night crowd. The air was thick with the aroma of aged whiskey and heady cologne, the kind that made you turn your head to find its source. But tonight, the scent she caught was entirely different—something ancient and inexplicable. A thrill of anticipation tingled down her spine.

She scanned the room and saw him seated in a booth near the door. Sergei Peytona. Just the sight of the man was enough to set her senses on high arousal. He had that rugged yet sophisticated look—thick dark hair, a jawline that could probably cut glass, and eyes so intense, they almost glowed. And those arms. She’d caught a glimpse of his tattooed bicep once, and the image had teased her dreams ever since.

Nodding to her seated patrons, she made her way to his booth. Dark blue eyes met dark brown, and a shiver cascaded down her spine that had nothing to do with the bar’s air conditioning. She leaned slightly over the table, certain the soft lighting subtly highlighted her curves, not to mention her sizable cleavage. “Evening, Chief Peytona.”

He nodded a formal acknowledgment. “Ms. Johnson.”

She caught the faint Eastern European accent lacing his voice. “What brings you to Midnight Blues? Looking to let loose? Because this is just the place to come for a good time.”

“I’m sure. However, I’m here on business.”

“Official or monkey?”

His lips tightened. “Official.”

No sense of humor then. “As in?”
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