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Space.

The final frontier.

These are the voyages of the starship...What?...What do you mean, it's been done before?...Really?...Oh, oka-a-ay.

Hi. I'm Astra. Astra Norte. And I'm a Space Cadet. Yeah, I know what you're thinking. Astra Norte – Space Cadet, blah—blah—blah. Blame my mum and dad. With a surname like Norte, they thought it would be REALLY FUNNY to name me Astra when I was born.

ANYWAY, I'm on this starship and I'm on this lo-o-o-ong voyage to another planet as part of a school exchange scheme. You know what I mean: I go there and one of their students goes to my school. I got the place because I'm really good with electronics and machines and stuff, and that's proved to be pretty useful on the voyage so far.

This is my space log, and you'll see what I mean as you read...
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1: THE SPACEPORT
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I couldn't believe the size of the spaceport when I got there. It was big. No, I mean bi-i-i-iggggg. If you want some idea of what I'm talking about, take an area the size of a football pitch, multiply it by a hundred then double it then treble it and see what you end up with. Yeah, that big.

One thing an overgrown football pitch doesn't have, though, is a coffee shop, and that's where I was sitting with my mum and dad as we waited for my starship's gate number to be called.

'Now, you be a good girl and do your very best,' my mum was saying as she brushed a cake crumb off my cheek.

'That's right,' my dad was adding. 'You mustn't let the family name down.'

For some reason, they seemed to find that really funny and burst out laughing.

'I'll be fine,' I retorted irritably. 'I mean, it's only the same as going to school here, just on another planet.'
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