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​Preface to the second edition
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    Our trailer is slowly but surely becoming an integral part of our permaculture homestead.


    When I originally put fingers to keyboard to begin writing the first edition of Trailersteading over two years ago, I have to admit that the idea began as a bit of a joke. Nearly every homesteader I saw profiled in magazines, books, and blogs was either living in an artisanal house—straw bale, cob, log, etc.—or was saving and planning in order to build the same. And here I was enjoying my time in a single-wide trailer that had more years on it than I did and that my husband had found free for the hauling. The contrast made me laugh...and also made me want to tell the world about my own adventure.


    Still, when the time came to self-publish the ebook (because what respectable publisher would even consider such a title?), my hand hovered over the mouse pad with trepidation. Could I handle the inevitable outcry from readers who had bought into the American dream of home ownership and felt threatened by my countercultural housing choices? I fully expected reviews like this one, which appeared on Amazon not long after the first edition's publication:


    
      "As someone who works full time to pay a mortgage and have health insurance and save for retirement and provide a stable future for my family, and to just generally live like a civilized human being, I was struck by how many of the people featured in the book tried to act as if being lazy and irresponsible is a noble feature. . . Would love to see if they can sustain that lifestyle forever (without being a burden on us taxpayers)."

    


    Yes, my book had clearly struck a nerve, just as expected.


    What I didn't expect was the hundreds of five-star reviews from homesteaders who were itching for a less expensive and time-consuming alternative to the traditional path of home ownership. Readers called the book "new and exciting," "a groundbreaking literary effort," and "very informative," and several mentioned that Trailersteading had inspired them to retire early by embracing life within an old mobile home. The ebook was snapped up by thousands of readers within its first months of life, I began to see the term "trailersteading" bandied about on the internet outside the context of my book, and, to my surprise, a publisher thought perhaps a paper version of the title made sense after all.


    So why begin this second edition by reprinting such a scathing review? As I mulled over the concept of trailersteading, I realized that the largest impediment standing between many of us and true freedom is concern about what our friends and family will think of our life choices. Will your mother-in-law be scandalized when you downgrade from a mortgaged McMansion to join the ranks of the permaculture trailer trash? Will you stop being invited to all the right parties when you show up with mud on your boots and callouses on your fingertips? The review above should help you prepare for the worst, but I wouldn't be at all surprised if far more of your peers are intrigued by your lifestyle choices than condemn them. In the end, you'll likely discover, as we did, that most people are too busy with the minutiae of their own lives to care what you do or where you live.


    So the decision really comes down to what works for your own family. And there, the scales tip strongly toward trailersteading. By choosing to homestead in a trailer, you can net more time to share with loved ones, more energy to spend on hobbies and passions you enjoy, and more money to save for retirement. You can reach your goals faster, and you may find, as we have, that every year of your trailersteading adventure is better than the last. So come join the ranks of homesteaders who have chosen to embrace voluntary simplicity in a mobile home, and you too can rake in the rewards of this off-beat lifestyle.


    


  
    
​Introduction



    
​Why live in a trailer?
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    Our trailer in fall 2012.


    "You should write about your biggest successes and failures as a homesteader," my father suggested during a recent phone call. At the time, my husband Mark and I had spent the last six years learning to grow our own food and to make a living without a boss, but I had to smile because I knew the item at the top of my success list was also at the top of my father's failure list. Rather than building a beautiful house that could grace the pages of Mother Earth News, Mark and I opted to lower our housing costs to nearly $0 by living in a free mobile home.


    The average American family spends 20% of their income on housing, with the median price tag for rent or mortgage being over $16,000 per year. And many homesteaders-to-be go so far into debt building or buying their home that they're forced to put off their self-sufficiency goals until after retirement. Even folks who opt to build a "tiny house" (more on this term in the next chapter) generally spend years of their time on the project and end up with an albatross of a mortgage slung around their necks.
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    Minimizing your housing expenses can be a way of paying off debt or saving for a large purchase. Photo credit: Adrian Eckberg.


    But there are cheaper housing options. A friend wanted to pay off his credit card debt, so he moved out of his apartment and lived in his car for a few months. My brother resided in a converted chicken coop for years. And a visitor to my childhood farm simply pitched a tent in each new location that he passed through.


    Overview of the initial startup costs and annual energy bills of the full-time trailer dwellers profiled in this book. (Use landscape view to see the full chart.)


    

	

          	
            Square feet

          

          	
            Purchase price

          

          	
            Installation price

          

          	
            Initial renovations

          

          	
            Annual energy bills

          
        


	
            Anna & Mark, "Our mobile home adventures"

          

          	
            500

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $2,000

          

          	
            $500

          

          	
            $1,017

          
        


	
            Wendy & Mikey, "Cheap and green"

          

          	
            1,200

          

          	
            $1,000a

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $11,086

          

          	
            $415

          
        


	
            Jonathan & Andrea, "Trailer park to woodland paradise"

          

          	
            924

          

          	
            $8,000

          

          	
            $12,000

          

          	
            $610

          

          	
            $2,049

          
        


	
            Sara & Seth, "Starter home for a young family"

          

          	
            960

          

          	
            $15,000

          

          	
            $7,000

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $840

          
        


	
            David & Mary, "An incognito trailer"

          

          	
            840

          

          	
            $15,773b

          

          	
            $884b

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $1,690

          
        


	
            Brian and Stephanie, "Remodeling their way into debt-free home ownership"

          

          	
            975

          

          	
            $14,500c

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $750

          

          	
            $1,560

          
        


	
            Lindsey & Keith, "A crazy, cobbled-together, split-level mobile home"

          

          	
            1,680

          

          	
            $7,500d

          

          	
            $3,000

          

          	
            $9,500

          

          	
            $1,950

          
        


	
            Harry & Zoe, "Early retirement in a trailer"

          

          	
            1,568

          

          	
            $52,000e

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $2,100

          
        


	
            Jimmy & Alice, "A holler full of family"

          

          	
            1,480

          

          	
            $55,000f

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $0

          

          	
            $2,300

          
        


	
            aTrailer already in place on land, so I used the value estimated by the insurance company.


            bAdjusted for inflation to show equivalent 2014 dollars.


            cIncludes 0.28 acres of land, a well, septic system, electricity, concrete driveway, carport, and screened patio.


            dThe first trailer came with the land and isn't included in these figures.


            eAssessed price of mobile home on a masonry foundation, with utility connections and an installed heat pump.


            fAdjusted for inflation to show equivalent 2014 dollars. Purchase price included half an acre of land.

          
        



The truth is that simple housing doesn't have to be so extreme. Used mobile homes are a very low-cost housing option that allow you to improve your living situation a bit at a time when you have the cash, but social stigma keeps many homesteaders from even considering the trailer option. And yet, if a trailer allows you to live without debt, to keep your ecological footprint to a minimum with energy bills at or below the national average, and even to blend right in with traditional house-dwellers after a few years, why not go for it?


    
​Case study: Our mobile home adventures



    I dreamed of homesteading ever since my own back-to-the-land-dreaming parents threw in the towel and moved our family to town when I was in the third grade. And I have to admit that none of my fantasies included a trailer. I researched straw-bale houses, earthships, and cob. I drew floor plans and crunched the numbers on passive solar heating.


    [image: ]

    The structures on my farm were in bad shape when I arrived.


    Meanwhile, I was saving my pennies to purchase as much land as possible. I ended up with 58 acres of swamp and hillside (and a couple of arable corners) in southwest Virginia, including a barn with huge holes in the roof and a hundred-year-old house that was falling down. In retrospect, I should have fixed up that house, dilapidated as it appeared at the time, but I had very little experience with building and my father deemed the structure unsafe. So down it came.


    A year after buying my dream homestead, it was looking less and less like I'd ever live there. The farm had only cost $600 per acre and I'd gotten most of that money as a no-interest loan from a friend, but I was still in debt and had very shallow pockets. Using a very low-ball figure of $20 per square foot for a traditional stick-built house (meaning that it would be framed with lumber like two-by-fours), a twenty-foot-by-twenty-foot house would cost $8,000 to put together, plus months of labor. Was my dream going to wash out without even a trial run?


    As my hopes reached their lowest ebb, my husband-to-be, Mark, marched into my life. I had been raised by parents who adamantly denied their hippiedom, but who still managed to raise three children below the poverty line while giving us a very middle-class education—voluntary simplicity in action. Mark's parents, on the other hand, had pulled themselves up by their bootstraps, ensuring that they could provide new clothes and a nice house for their kids. But Mark's family heritage lay in hard-scrabble farming in eastern Kentucky and trailers were part of his culture. In fact, his own mother had spent several years of her life in a mobile home (albeit the most beautiful one I've ever walked through), so Mark's mind was wide open to housing possibilities.


    "Do you really want to get a full time job just to pay for building a house?" Mark asked. By this time, he was a member of my homesteading team and was quickly wiggling his way into my heart. I had lived in a tent for a year and found the experience presented little hardship, so it wasn't that I thought a trailer was beneath me. Honestly, I simply hadn't considered the option. But once Mark raised the question, I was quickly swayed by the idea of having a ready-made living situation that would let us move to the land right away and put our energy into creating a vibrant vegetable garden—even then, I cared much more about apple trees than about interior design.
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    Our windowless trailer in its original mobile-home park.


    Our initial search for a trailer took us far afield. We hunted through classified ads, looking at trailers in the $1,000 to $2,000 range. The world was astonishingly full of trailers for sale—big ones, small ones, trailers reeking of cat piss, and fresh new trailers that seemed as fancy as any home I'd ever lived in.


    Then reality struck. The price of the trailer wasn't the primary consideration—location was. We were going to have to hire a trailer-hauling company to transport our mobile home to my farm, and those companies charge by the mile. So the closer a find was to our land, the better. We stopped reading classified ads and started rolling down back roads near our farm. Within hours, we stumbled across a trailer park fifteen minutes away and asked its proprietor if he had a mobile home he was willing to sell for $2,000 or less.


    "You can have that one over there for free," he said, pointing to a 1960s model, windowless and empty at the edge of the park. "That is, if you haul it off." And that's how we found our new home.
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    A bulldozer allows a trained crew to move trailers into the most surprising locations.


    We were lucky that our free trailer was small—10 feet wide by 50 feet long. In fact, when we got the trailer-hauling crew to come look at our property, they said that a larger trailer would have been impossible to pull into our house site. Even in preparation for our tiny trailer, the crew told us to cut big openings in the forest at each curve in the driveway to give the vehicles room to maneuver. After that, we had to wait and wait and wait until the driest day of the year when a bulldozer wouldn't get stuck in our muddy floodplain.


    My father was never keen on the idea of his daughter living in a trailer, and although I've happily ignored most of his parental admonishments, I wish I'd followed the advice to absent myself from the farm on moving day. At a rate of hundreds of dollars per hour, I could see my small collection of backup cash slipping away with every hangup. As I watched our crew jack the trailer up so that it could roll across the creek, my heart was in my throat, and I gulped as a low-hanging branch ripped a hole through the trailer's tin wall. But, finally, the bulldozer yanked our new/old trailer into the spot that we'd cleared for it amid two acres of blackberry brambles. They even carefully aligned the trailer with the long sides facing north and south for passive solar gain. Home!
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    We closed in our trailer with double-glazed windows.


    Over the next few months, Mark filled the gaping holes in the trailer's walls with double-glazed windows, which we'd gotten free or cheap over the last couple of years in preparation for our eventual home. We ripped up ancient carpets to reveal not-too-bad linoleum, hauled out a broken washer and dryer, and mended a few leaks in the roof. Overall, I'd say we put maybe $2,500 into installing and closing in our 500-square-foot home—$5 per square foot—and the vast majority of that went to the trailer-hauling company for their impressive feat of moving our mobile home onto our remote property.


    Over time, our trailer gave us freedom to focus on our dreams, so Mark was able to scratch his inventing itch and come up with an automatic chicken waterer (www.AvianAquaMiser.com) that began to put bread on the table. I was able to spend my days doing what I loved as well—playing in the garden and writing about my adventures. As other trailer-dwellers will remark in the case studies later in this book, we enjoyed the camping elements of early trailer life, and valued the way it made us take part in the natural world.
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    Nature sometimes comes to visit us in our trailer.


    Although the construction of trailers is somewhat shoddy, that very simplicity gives the homeowner freedom to try his untrained hand at home improvement with impunity. I learned about studs, insulation, and electric wiring, while Mark completely changed the layout of the main room, ripping out a divider to combine the kitchen and living room into one large space. I would have been afraid to make such major changes in a traditional house, but working on our trailer was a bit like playing with legos—we couldn't go wrong.
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    Keeping our housing simple allowed us to work only part time and to spend the rest of our hours experimenting and gardening. Here, Sussex chickens explore our oilseed radish cover crop in fall 2011.


    Doing what you love often requires you to tighten your belt at first, but then money seems to move toward you via osmosis. Without spending much time on the money-making side of our operation, our income increased to the point that we were able to start thinking about improving our living quarters without going into debt. As I'll explain in later chapters, we added an alcove so we could install an energy-efficient wood stove and hired a friend to put on a roof and a couple of porches. Other trailer-dwellers have aimed their home-improvement funds at insulation and interior design, with the result that many visitors can't even tell they're walking through a mobile home.


    The best part about our trailer is purely financial. After our initial startup costs, we can now live on next to nothing. While most folks around us are paying rent or a mortgage, our housing bill comes down to a measly $300 per year that we throw at the county in property taxes, and we have no debt to force us into an off-farm job.


    [image: ]

    Me, Mark, and Lucy at home.


    I consider the trailer one of Mark's biggest strokes of genius because it has allowed us to work only a few hours per week on income-driven projects. After that, we can spend the rest of our waking hours pouring our hearts and souls into becoming more self-sufficient.


    If you subscribe to voluntary simplicity, you could do much worse than following Mark's advice and scouring the countryside for a free trailer to live in. Just make sure you have plenty of other passions to fill up the time you would have spent pinching pennies to pay for your mortgage with a full-time job.


    
​What is a mobile home?



    Before I go any further into my ode to the trailer, I should back up and make sure you know what I'm talking about. The term "trailer" is a reminder of the roots of the mobile home, in the small travel trailers many people haul behind their primary vehicle while vacationing. Beginning in the 1950s, these travel trailers started to be marketed as a cheap housing option, at which point they were enlarged and renamed "mobile homes."


    Mobile homes are distinguished from modular homes by the wheels and axles underneath the former. While both mobile homes and modular homes are constructed in a factory, modular homes are brought to their new location on a flatbed truck, hauled atop a foundation with a crane, and never moved again. In contrast, mobile homes can be pulled behind a large truck and moved multiple times, and they are generally taxed and legislated around as vehicles rather than as real estate. The implications of your home being a vehicle are that your property taxes will usually be lower and you won't have to jump through as many building-code-related hoops before moving in; on the negative side, a mobile home also tends to depreciate in value like a car rather than appreciating like a house, and many banks have fewer financing options available for mobile homes.


    Within the category of mobile homes, you can choose between single-wide and double-wide models. The latter is made by combining two single-wides that each lack a wall on one side, so you end up with a larger living space (twenty feet or more in width). However, double-wides are very difficult to move after their initial installation and they tend to hold their value like a traditional home, so chances are the free or cheap used trailers you'll come across will be single-wides.


    
​Case study: Cheap and green



    Choosing to live in a trailer
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    "The low cost of our trailer allowed us to create a home with money in our savings," said Wendy. "A different building option would have required a mortgage." Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    "I was the creative director in a marketing firm in New York City before moving to Truth or Consequences, New Mexico, to build a homestead made of waste with my partner Mikey Sklar," Wendy Jehanara Tremayne said. "All the projects that I do explore a single question, 'Can one live an uncommodified life?'"


    [image: ]

    Wendy and Mikey make a living with various online enterprises, including selling wildcrafted and homegrown herbs. You can see their handmade products at store.holyscraphotsprings.com. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    "We had been living in a small house but wanted something a little less traditional," her partner Mikey explained. "When we noticed an RV park for sale, we jumped to buy it. The trailer on site had been left behind.”


    [image: ]

    "The trailer on the land we bought was a modified single-wide from 1967 and had several additions that enlarged it to 1,200 square feet,” Mikey said. "It wasn’t pretty. Brown paneling and shag carpet covered most of it, even some of the ceiling.” Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    "At first we did not know we were going to live in it," Wendy said. "We considered hauling it to the landfill. It was old and crappy. The insurance company valued the jalopy at $1,000. The cost to haul it to landfill was estimated at $5,000. New building came at the cost of $200 per square foot. We determined that for $10 a square foot (less than $10,000) we could remodel it, and so we did."


    [image: ]

    "The remodel amounted to sheetrocking the walls, installing bamboo floors, and we repurposed throwaway wood that we found in a dumpster into trim for the windows. We tiled the bathroom floor and counter with secondhand chipped tile that we laid in a mosaic pattern," Wendy said. "We added a coat of paint to the exterior, reskirted with inexpensive flashing, and trimmed it in dumpster-dived wood that we resurfaced." Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    "Our trailer park was expensive, so the move was not about saving money," said Mikey. "Remodeling the old trailer saved us the headache of trying to build a house from the ground up in a remote area where there are limited resources."


    [image: ]

    Wendy and Mikey furnished their home largely with found materials and a lot of elbow grease. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    "We also had taken a pledge to live out of the waste stream, thus the name of our blog Holy Scrap," said Wendy. "Remodeling [the trailer] was the greenest choice; it prevented the whole place from becoming landfill."


    Mikey added, "We have a saying: 'The greenest house is the one that is already there.' We didn’t like the idea of hauling a perfectly usable living space to the dump in order to avoid the stigma of living in a trailer. Insulation and thermal mass reduce home utilities. They are not standard issue in trailers. But we have found that utilities can be reduced by adapting to the environment. In the winter we wear a sweater and in the summer we wear shorts."


    "Because our trailer was valueless (according to the insurance company, who said it was worth $1,000), it presented us with a risk-free starting point and an opportunity to learn new skills," Wendy said. "The renovation taught us to use tools and work with building materials. Though the trailer may not last forever, the skills will!"


    "We had never renovated anything before," added Mikey. "Working on a old and valueless trailer presented little risk. It was easy to find the courage to try new things."


    Debt-free housing


    [image: ]

    A shaded outdoor space makes summer in a trailer much more enjoyable. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    Wendy has a less-than-mainstream approach to debt and the American dream. “When I see people driving new cars and living in new houses, I wonder if they do so because they did not have the money to make another choice. Did they have to get a sucker's car loan or mortgage with bad terms because they had no liquidity? I wonder about what it might be like to live a debt-heavy life that requires working a lot to support debt.


    "Poverty looks different today. A debt-free life in a trailer means freedom. Fancy new cars and homes are symbols of a trade-off.


    "Our trailer is in a part of the country in which trailer life is common. It’s not like New York City. In New Mexico, trailers are not associated with poverty. Where we live in Truth or Consequences, many people buy old trailers and fix them up in the same way that we did, new sheetrock and wood floors. The weather is mild in New Mexico, the climate dry; trailers last."


    "I don't think living in a trailer will make you popular, but it doesn't seem to hurt," interjected Mikey. "Our town likes them. It's cool to own one. We have a micro-scene of people who live in remodeled trailers."


    "Living here changed my perception of poverty and abundance," Wendy added. "When the stock market crashed in 2008 and foreclosures hit 14% in nearby cities, the community we live in, largely made up of trailers, had a foreclosure rate of less than 4%. At first I couldn’t understand this. New Mexico is a poor state and Truth or Consequences is a poor city even by New Mexico standards. This is a modern shift in what poverty looks like. People in wealthier areas living in more expensive homes were losing them to banks while poor people in southern New Mexico were living life as usual. People lived in inexpensive trailers that had long been paid off. Life went on as usual. We hardly felt a blip. Likewise the thrift shops and consignment stores on Main Street and Broadway stayed open. They continued to sell used stuff. New Mexico was so good at being poor that, when the economy collapsed, we didn’t notice."


    Disadvantages of the trailer life
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    One shipping container houses Mikey's electronics lab and another provides storage space. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    Although both members of the couple were enthusiastic about many aspects of trailer life, when asked if they would take a hypothetical debt-free "dream home," Wendy and Mikey expressed willingness to upgrade. "We're growing out of our trailer," Wendy said, mentioning two shipping containers they have in the yard to supplement their 1,200-square-foot trailer and additions. "We’re considering buying two more [shipping containers] so that we have dedicated space for fermenting and for our cottage industry."


    When it came to the dream home, Wendy had lots of question. "I wouldn’t wish to take on the taxes, utilities, or maintenance of such a place. I am sure I would not want to clean it! But we could use the space for a workshop, bigger and higher functioning kitchen, and our cottage industry. My answer really hinges on the details. What is that home made out of? What is its orientation? Does it face south? How is it heated and cooled? If it were a smart home, built sustainably, windows facing south, and space laid out well, I might say yes! Since the deal includes that I couldn’t sell it, it would have to come ready to go and not require an investment of my labor or time."


    Mikey's reaction was simpler: "Yeah, I'd take it," he said, "Assuming the home was in a area I wanted to live. Trailers are okay, but I'd rather have a real house."
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    Painting the seams of the roof with an elastomeric paint prevents leaks during New Mexico's sporadic rains. Since the trailer cost so little, the couple have been able to move off the grid with solar panels. They do spend a small amount of money per year in connection fees to the electric and gas grids as a backup. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    Both Wendy and Mikey recognized major downsides to their trailer life. Wendy wished the structure had a better roof, recognized that the fiberboard drop ceiling can bear no weight, and wasn't thrilled by the loud forced air. Mikey added leaks at the junctions between trailer and additions, inexpensive fixtures, and an orientation wrong for passive-solar gain to the list of disappointments, along with low ceilings that threaten to bump the heads of tall visitors. Finally, both were less than thrilled with what Wendy calls "barely working single pane windows," but they've chosen not to replace them because, as Mikey explained, "The resale value is questionable."


    [image: ]

    Wendy leverages the trailer's windows for herb-drying. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    "If I didn’t live in a trailer I’d put a wood-burning stove in my living room," added Wendy. "Instead I have the less-than-wonderful wall-mount gas heater."


    A parent's perspective


    Since social stigma is one of the reasons many homesteaders choose to steer clear of trailers, I was interested to hear from people near and dear to our trailersteaders' hearts. Mikey's mother and father agreed to share their impressions with me, and both were very supportive of the couple's decision. They seemed more floored by Mikey's choice to quit a job that had provided a $110,000 Christmas bonus than by his current lifestyle.


    "What did surprise us was Mikey's and Wendy's return to barter-economy basics, self-help carpentry, and construction skills," reported David, Mikey's father. "When they first got [to New Mexico], Mikey used to trade fresh bread for information. Equally, everything had to be natural in origin or recycled.


    "Over the years, they found new ways to make money. Used local produce to make tea, wine, beer, and bread. They remain young at heart, joyfully together, and enjoy a freedom of time and lifestyle they never could have maintained in the structured environment of the city or their jobs. They raft on inner tubes down the Rio Grande, and eat their own fruit and vegetables.


    "Are they happy? Their lifestyle is rewarding and changes as much as they do. Wendy writes and makes new discoveries every day in yard and kitchen. Mikey invents and explores new things from sales on Ebay to 12-day wine-making. They are exciting to talk to, and involved in their quest and each other. No parent can ask for more."


    Wendy and Mikey's recommendations


    [image: ]

    Wendy and Mikey share their home with two cats and a dog. Photo credit: Wendy Jehanara Tremayne and Mikey Sklar.


    Mikey's advice for folks considering trailer life is simple: "Remodel right away and be sure you have somewhere else to live while doing it. For a trailer to be super-cool, it needs to be clean. Ditch the shag and hide the paneling."


    "I recommend trailer living provided you live in a mild climate," Wendy said. "I certainly recommend remodeling trailers of any size and using them for a home, guest house, or artist workshop. Small trailers make wonderful projects for learning new skills. They are not expensive to remodel and can often be done using waste found free in your community. It is a worthy task to continuously seek to live with less stuff, even if it is forced upon you by having a small home!"


    To read more about Wendy and Mikey's adventures, visit their blog at blog.holyscraphotsprings.com, Wendy's website at www.gaiatreehouse.com, and Mikey's website at screwdecaf.cx. Wendy's first book, The Good Life Lab: Radical Experiments in Living Beyond Money, was published by Storey Publishing in 2013.
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