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He's a soldier who doesn't seem to have a heart. She's a bride who is running from her past. When he saves her, it's with one condition: that she marry him. Immediately. He doesn't have time to look for a wife, and getting married to the alien warrior is a sure way to stay safe. But what happens when her past catches up to her?

FALLEN is the third book in ALIENS OF MALUM. It can be enjoyed as a standalone story; however, you may want to read DECEIVED and BETRAYED prior to this in order to understand the ruling system of Malum. This is an alien brides story with romance, steam, and an incredible adventure.

For my readers

Thank you for all that you do.
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April

Planet Oceaile

Two months ago

“I want you to marry the Malum king.”

I blinked, staring at the prince of my planet. Maybe I didn’t hear him right. 

“Excuse me?” I shook my head slightly, as though that was going to clear everything up for me.

“I want you to marry the Malum king,” Dex repeated.

“What?” 

Why? 

Why would my prince want me to go marry someone from Malum? And what made him think that the king would even look twice at a girl like me?

“He’s having a bridal competition of sorts,” Dex explained. He was sitting primly on the coral throne he loved so much. We were in the submerged Oceaile palace, which was accessible to us only because we could breathe underwater. Being able to slip beneath the surface of any water we liked was quite handy. It was one of the things I liked about my planet so much.

The room we were in had no water, however. It was sealed and there was some sort of ventilation system, so it allowed air to flow throughout the space. The palace, while beautiful, was also a home. Dex lived here, as did many of the Oceaileans on our planet. 

I didn’t.

I lived on the surface, as had my parents before me. They were gone now, and so was my brother. I had nobody left. I had a feeling that if I left Oceaile, the only thing I would have to indicate where I’d come from would be the intricate set of tattoos that laced their way up my arms.

“Why me?” I repeated. “Why would I try to marry the king?”

And why would he want me?

I was a short, plump orphan who had no friends. I had nothing tying me here anymore. After my family died, I had basically thrown myself into my job. I’d taken over my dad’s duties working on the harbor. I spent my days working and my nights wishing I was working so I didn’t have to lie awake thinking of them.

“I need to tell you something, April,” the prince said. He looked at me curiously. I wondered what he would possibly say that would change my mind. What did he have to share with me that would make this not seem completely insane? “I know who killed your parents.”

Okay, so that caught my attention. What was he talking about? Someone killed my parents on purpose? My breath hitched as this realization washed over me. I’d spent the last year missing them and mourning the fact that they’d passed away, but I hadn’t gotten angry because I’d believed it was an accident. Was Dex really trying to let me know that someone had slaughtered my mom, dad, and brother?

“What?”

“I know,” he nodded. “And I know that you want that information, too. Don’t you?”

“I...I thought it was an accident.”

That was the official report. My parents had been working on the harbor that helped deliver interplanetary space goods to different parts of Oceaile, including to the underground palace. The official report was that there had been a scuffle during a delivery. Something broke, something slipped, and before anyone could stop it, my parents had been smashed. My brother, too.

It was horrifying to me, and I hated thinking about it.

The idea of having something so awful happen to Mom and Dad made me feel sick. Why would something like this had to affect my parents? Why did it have to be my family?

“That’s what the reports say,” Dex agreed. He watched me, waiting for me to figure it out.

“But you’re the prince,” I finally whispered, “so you know more information.”

“Exactly.” Dex smiled and leaned back against his coral throne. There was no way that thing could be comfortable. Actually, being down in the palace wasn’t something that I particularly enjoyed. It was beautiful, of course, but I had to swim underwater to get here – or take an underwater elevator from the harbor – and it was always busy. Even once I was inside the palace, it still always felt damp and musty. It wasn’t something I particularly enjoyed, but I’d never tell Dex that.

I wasn’t sure why Dex’s mom wasn’t the one meeting with me. She was the queen, but she was only ruling during the interim year before Dex turned 25. On Oceaile, when a king died, the next heir gained the throne on their 25th birthday. His father had died almost a year ago, shortly before my own family had passed away. While my parents had been killed unexpectedly, the king of Oceaile had been sick for a very long time. Now Dex would turn 25 in a few months. He’d be able to officially take over the throne. 

Although he couldn’t sign off on any big decisions without his mom’s leadership and guidance, nobody was tricked by the situation. Everyone knew that Dex basically did as he pleased, including me. I wasn’t going to do anything that might upset Dex or make him take notice of me.

On Oceaile, and on most planets, you survived by blending in and not drawing attention to yourself. I wasn’t going to go so far as to say that Dex scared me, but I also knew better than to get on his bad side. I had a feeling he wasn’t a forgiving person.

“Okay, so...what happened?”

“King Andryssi killed your parents,” Dex said. “He was the one behind their deaths, anyway, even if he wasn’t on the planet. I want you to go to Malum, enter the bridal competition, attend the ball, and kill him.” Dex spoke as though this was the simplest request in the world. He was acting like this was no big deal, like it wasn’t an issue at all to ask me to just go slaughter a royal in cold blood. He was also acting like I had the skills to accomplish such a task.

“What?” I whispered.

“You will not think about letting me down,” Dex added. “Furthermore, if you don’t accomplish your mission, then don’t bother coming home.”
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Alixei

Present Day

Unnamed Planet

“This is the ugliest planet I’ve ever seen,” I said, looking around. Lion nodded, unable to disagree with my assessment of the little rock our king had sent us to. “He couldn’t have chosen a worse spot.” The planet seemed desolate and hideous. It wasn’t the kind of place I’d go to on a normal vacation or at all. I certainly wouldn’t choose this planet to hide out on.

Then again, maybe it was perfect for hiding out on for just that reason.

If a planet was completely unlikable, would anyone really want to go there?

“You don’t disagree with the king very much,” Lion pointed out the obvious. He was right. King Andy and I were close. At least, I considered us to be close. We’d known each other since we were just kids. I’d known him long ago before he’d been in love, and I’d known him during the time he’d gotten his heart broken. Through losing and then finding his brother, through being crowned the one true king, I’d been there for him.

But no, I would not agree that this planet was worth visiting, and I didn’t understand even for a moment why I was here.

“I do on this,” I griped. “Seriously. Out of all of the places to send us, he chose this one?”

I hadn’t even bothered to get out of our little ship. I hadn’t even moved. The two of us were just sitting there, staring at the bleak nothingness before us.

Did this planet even have a name?

All King Andy had given us was directions. He’d told us where he’d wanted us to go and what he’d wanted us to do. We were supposed to secure the planet. We were supposed to make sure that nobody was trying to invade Malum. After the stunt he pulled with arresting Claw and sending off Talon, you’d think that most of the galaxy would be impressed, but they weren’t.

Instead, people were upset that the king had chosen to marry someone he knew from his childhood instead of taking a random bride and uniting a couple of different nations. They were pissed off that he’d chosen Lane and that he hadn’t even given brides from other galaxies a fighting chance. 

In my opinion, that was damn stupid.

The king could very well marry whoever the hell he wanted, and who he wanted was obviously Lane. The queen that Andy had chosen was kind, smart, and loyal. Perhaps most of all, she was someone who understood the careful balancing act that being in the spotlight required. She was going to be a good queen. 

“How long are we supposed to be here?” Lion asked the question that was plaguing me. The important question. That was the thing that was bothering us both. Andy had sent us here, but he had been a little bit vague with the details. I knew he’d gotten some intelligence that this planet could be used as a stepping-stone for reaching Malum, but there was nothing here. It wasn’t like people could stop here to refuel. There were no buildings and no refueling stations. There was just...nothing.

“Long enough,” I sighed. Glancing over at my friend, I couldn’t help but feel lucky that he was the one I was sent here with. Lion hadn’t originally been ordered to go, but the two of us were kind of a package deal at this point. The king knew it, but more importantly, his bride, Lane, knew it. She was the one I really had to thank for making sure that my friend was with me. 

“Do you want to set up camp?” Lion asked.

I didn’t want to set up camp.

I didn’t want to get out of the ship.

I didn’t want to do a damn thing.

To say I felt bored and depressed would be an understatement. I was happy for my friend, Andy. I was pleased beyond words that he’d found someone to make him happy. The idea that he could find someone to truly love was incredible to me, but ever since Lane had moved into his quarters, he hadn’t needed me or Lion very much.

That was quite all right. It was natural for people to grow apart and to change. It was normal to find that you were needed during some points of your friendship, but not others. Andy and I would be friends forever. I was certain of it. I was feeling a little lonely, though, and I had a feeling that on some level, Lion was starting to feel a little bit smothered. 

The two of us leaned back in our seats. Looking out of the front window of the ship, it was easy to see why this place was a rather unknown planet. It wasn’t marked on many maps, which probably had something to do with the fact that it was hideous. The rocks that littered the ground were of varying sizes, but there wasn’t much else to the planet. There were big rocks and small rocks and hills made out of rocks. There were piles of dirt and, if I wasn’t wrong, it looked like there was some type of sand out there, too.
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