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Alice Flowers Tarot Story 37:

Queen of Swords

Ali Noel Vyain


Queen of Swords

Alice spread the cards of the special deck out on the shelf. She drew a card and blinked when she saw it was the Queen of Swords. She straightened up the deck and turned to leave the tarot reading room. Madeline led a client to the same room moments later. By then, Alice was upstairs and walking into her room. She sat down at her desk. She could hear music coming from the greenhouse. Eliot was working there.

Alice found the corresponding cards from her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and started jotting down notes. Clearly, she was still on court cards, but now she had moved up from knights to queens. She smiled to herself. Gender in the tarot deck was symbolic. It didn’t literally refer to a man or a woman.

She smiled at that thought. She knew some people would take the gender as biological, when someone’s sex wasn’t the same as gender. In reality, people were a mixture of masculine and feminine traits. It hadn’t been proved that biology played that big of a role on gender. Gender was more fluid and determined by cultures in specific time periods.

It was something some people couldn’t understand. Biology wasn’t always destiny. Alice knew we have more control over our bodies than some wanted to admit. One could choose to change their biology through diet, exercise, drugs and surgery. Perhaps it was just too much for those who wanted everyone to be exactly the same. Those were the people who couldn’t accept diversity.

Alice kept taking her notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs. She heard no more music when she walked into the kitchen. Eliot entered moments later.

Madeline didn’t turn her head. “I know you’re both here.”

Alice and Eliot chuckled.

Madeline continued, “Your cooking is good, but I still want to cook for you two for as long as I can.”

Eliot said, “I like your cooking.”

Alice said, “So do I.”

Madeline smiled over her cooking. “What’s the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Queen of Swords.”

Eliot set the table and stood by.

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is sorrow, often widowhood. Intelligence with knowledge of the darker side of the world. It can be sterility, poverty, affliction, deprivation and sacrifice. Or it could be a self sufficient person, or total honesty. It can also mean putting one’s foot down, having what one needs, and mindfulness. It could be a person who will tell you how it is, why it is and when it is.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reversed meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reversed meaning is an evil person who cannot perceive ways other than their own. It can be vengeance and malice or bigotry. It could be someone who is fooled or someone who thinks more with their emotions than their intellect. It can be a narcissist.”
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