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Bryant Street exists in that subdivision where reality tips over into the absurd.

Accountant Frank Filby and his one special skill live on Bryant Street. He knows everything about everyone in the entire subdivision. Keeps track.

Frank thinks of himself as the god of the subdivision.

Another twisted Bryant Street story where reality sometimes means little.




 

 

 

 

The Man Who Used Shrill Whispers

 

 

FRANK FILBY HAD a talent.

Or a skill. 

Or maybe it could be called a gift. He didn’t know. Early in life he had considered his talent, his gift, a curse and his mother had tried to cure him of it by first beating him and then taking him to doctors for drugs.

All it cured him of was talking about what he could do. 

Frank Filby could hear the thoughts of someone in emotional pain. That was his gift. 

It seemed everyone had emotional pain. 

He called what he heard a shrill whisper.

Shrill because emotional pain always seemed shrill to Frank. Whisper because that was what the thoughts from others sounded like to him inside his own head. 

Now, at the age of thirty-five, Frank lived alone in a three-bedroom ranch on a suburban street smack in the middle of a subdivision with exactly one thousand, two hundred and seven homes, his home not included.

Simply driving out of the subdivision to get to a local grocery store took him numbers of twists and turns that confused many, but that he knew by heart.

For a living, Frank worked alone, in an office in his home, doing online accounting. He was good at it and had steady clients that kept his bills paid and extra legal, taxable money building up in his many bank accounts.

During week-day business hours, even at home, Frank wore a dress shirt with a blue bowtie, brown slacks and comfortable loafers. His hair was thin and he kept it trimmed close to his head. He stood five-ten and was very thin, even though he ate three meals a day.
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