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        Investigating a body on the ruined lakeshore of Toronto, Detective Megan Kershaw discovers it’s a discarded Mech with a mind swipe chip. Tracing it leads her to Denton Weathers, the richest man in the city. After their discussion, Megan receives a commendation, recommended by Weathers.

      

        

      
        Then her partner is murdered during the investigation.

      

        

      
        Can Megan discover the real answer behind the destruction of this Mech or will she become the next victim?
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      The dead lake gave off less of a stench than expected, thought Detective Megan Kershaw. The breeze coming across the water carried a hint of bleach, as if a giant was washing his underwear in Lake Ontario. She turned away from the gray water and looked back at the “corpse” lying on the dingy sand on the wastelands of Toronto’s decaying Harbourfront. Her partner had stormed off a few moments ago when he caught sight of the gleaming metallic finish.

      “What the hell are we, burglary?” He hadn’t waited for a reply before walking away.

      “Tell me why I was called down,” she asked the officer beside her.

      “We got a report about a body, detective,” he said. “We didn’t know it was a Mech.”

      “Bloody robots,” one of the forensic techs murmured under her breath.

      Megan shook her head. “This isn’t murder. At worst, it’s theft and destruction of property. At best, littering. Get me an ident number so I can find the owner at least.”

      One of the techs lifted the ruined head and peered into the smashed cranial cavity. He scanned the infrared numbers.

      “Problem, detective.” He turned off the scan and glanced up at her. His hand cradled the head like a crystal ball.

      “Are the numbers erased? We can raise them at the lab.”

      “Not erased,” the tech said. “There’s a mind swap chip.”

      Coldness puckered the skin between her shoulder blades that had nothing to do with the breeze. “Can you read the chip? Is it damaged?”

      The tech bent over the head. After a moment, he shook his head. “Destroyed.”

      So much for the quiet day, Megan thought. “Give me the ident number on the head.”

      He flashed it to her. She tapped her temple implant to catch it. The number scrolled across her line of sight. A few blinks and she accessed Headquarters databanks to find the name of the owner. Maybe she could kick this down to burglary after all. Maybe the mind swap chip hadn’t been used.

      Oh damn, no such luck.

      The robot belonged to Denton Weathers.

      “Well, that’s more like it.” Her partner Najir Salma nodded his approval when she gave him the name.

      “It’s probably been snatched,” Megan said.

      “But a mind swap chip, that’s not standard.” Najir pressed his palm to the starter of their transport and programmed in the address for Denton Weathers.
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