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To the people of New York State. May another wave of holiness fill our streets. May our towns be filled with the awe of God. May His train fill our highways, byways, and canal.  
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Give them to the Lord; the glory due to his name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, give unto the Lord the glory to his name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness

(Psalms 29:2).

When we dwell in the beauty of His holiness, we will give unto the Lord the glory due to His name and worship Him continually (Psalms 96:9). As we do so, God will sanctify and cleanse us with the washing of water by His Word, that He may have a glorious Church within a Church, people within a people––His beautiful remnant. Having neither spot nor wrinkle or any such thing but that we should be holy and without blemish (Ephesians 5:26:27). This is the true beauty of His holiness.

When the spirit of repentance dwells within a church, it’s a glorious sight to behold. Hearts that were once hardened, now break free and are filled with tremendous love for God. Sins that have held us back spiritually and emotionally, suddenly feel weaker and insignificant when we look to the greatness of our Father. We exchange ashes for beauty, ready to fully surrender and embrace Him as Lord of our lives. As each individual experiences this transformation, a beauty is released onto the atmosphere – a visible reminder that we have found deep contentment in His Word and His everlasting mercy. This beautiful glory offers others hope; hope that one day, their own hearts can know God too. What an incredible gift He gives us -the gift of second chances and a chance at true freedom!

Repentance opens the door to worshiping in the beauty of His holiness. Why is holiness beautiful? It is a glimpse of Christ that appears once someone humbles the heart and the Holy Spirit releases the inward beauty of Christ, like sweet perfume, to rest upon His beloved bride. 

The Father truly desires that His bride reflects the character of His Son. For the sons of God and the overcoming, beautiful bride to reflect His glory on the earth in these end times. 

My friend, this is a potent, sacred time to relish. This stirring stems from heavenly intervention. The Lord ardently wants to bring a renewed revelation of His holy purity to us.

It seems the Master Craftsman is chiseling away at the stone of our hearts, shaping us for a greater purpose. I envision Him standing at the sturdy wooden door of our soul, lantern in hand, waiting for us to unlatch the weathered iron bolt and welcome Him into the warmth and light within. He desires to rekindle the fire of devotion that once blazed on the hearth, reminding us of the splendor of His presence. I believe He is orchestrating a sacred dance, beckoning us to take His nail-scarred hand and let Him lead us in the steps. The music swells as He draws us deeper into the mystery and wonder of His manifest presence. Precious one, shall we open the door and hear the holy refrain? I sense the Spirit stirring even now, kindling a spark that could light the shadows. What do you think? Do these humble words capture His wooing? Can you sense the beauty of His holiness? 

He is standing at the door right now, asking if we are willing to lay down our agendas. Asking that He may come in and transform His beautiful bride into that special remnant where they become a unique people within a people. 

If you want more of the Lord, answer the door and allow Him to come in to transform your nature—giving you beauty for ashes and allowing His beauty to rest upon you that you may be reflect His manifest glory, everywhere you go.

Dear one, at this moment the Lord is arraying His bride in holiness, as she trades her earthly raiment for a robe of finest linen, pure and dazzling white, saturated with the very manifest glory of God. His bride enters His courts filled with deeply reverent worship, the key that makes our praise acceptable to Him, for anything less causes our fleshly worship to be rejected outright. He is searching far and wide for a pure bride and is coming for her even now. Can you hear the soft footfalls of our sweet Master drawing nigh? Even now, we detect the distant footsteps of His coming; ready yourselves, precious ones! The hour is nigh when we shall gaze upon the beautiful face of the Bridegroom. Let us make haste to prepare our lamps and vessels for the wedding feast. I sense the Spirit's flow of oil even now, filling us to overflowing. Holy anticipation fills the air as the Daystar arises in our hearts. Rejoice, beloved, the King is coming for His bride! 

Right now, His bride is crying out for holiness, the kind that God is pouring out upon the earth. The blood-washed bride of Christ will no longer go her own way; she is now walking with the sweet Master, sanctified by His love. “Holiness, holiness!” she cries as she yields to the deeper work, surrendering her all to Jesus and lovingly submitting to go higher up the mountain of the Lord and to meet him face-to-face in all His fullness. 

The world can only see the exterior facade, which is no different than a flower that fades, quickly blooming and gone just as fast. On the other hand, the Father is attracted to the inner beauty, the inner wealth of His beloved, which will never ever fade. His true bride has an inner beauty that radiates from deep inside. She has an inner wealth more costly than gold. 

His beautiful bride walks and talks with Him in complete agreement with His divine plan for her life; she is kneeling, totally in harmony with her sweet Master. Others recognize Christ when they see her face, recognizing immediately her deep, undeniable devotion to her Beloved.  

Precious one, as you delve into these pages, know that no mere happenstance brought you here, but a divine appointment ordained for this moment in your life. Consider this an invitation to encounter and be transformed by the very touch of Jesus Himself. As I step aside and serve simply as a guide, my prayer is that Christ will be glorified through His Spirit and breathe new life into your journey. I am but a lowly man, concealed behind the cross of Christ. May Jesus alone be glorified as you read. May He bolster your inner being and impart afresh His Spirit and life. As you tread these pages, listen for the gentle voice of the Shepherd calling you to draw nearer. He longs to take your face in His nail-scarred hands and transform you with His gaze of pure love. Oh precious one, open wide your heart to receive the healing balm and sweet communion the Savior desires to lavish upon you. With reverence we approach the throne, that we may find mercy and grace to help in time of need. How He loves you, dear one! Be still and know the presence of Emmanuel, God with us.

Let’s begin by inviting the fire of the Holy Spirit. Pray with me, dear friend.

Jesus, we love You and appreciate You for the beautiful Savior and Messiah that You are. Your magnificence never ceases to amaze us! We are so grateful for the chance to receive a personal visit from You, a personal Christ. Knowing that You are here with us in spirit warms our hearts and gives us hope during difficult moments.

We’re asking, Lord, that You would come, and that You would quicken us today as we begin this journey together. Stir us, Lord, that we would come alive in You more than we’ve ever been before, especially as we go deeper into these end times. Let us fall greater in love with You, Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords—the bright and morning star.

You’re the one who is altogether lovely. Father, we declare to You that we love You. We thank You, Lord, that You are active, moving upon the heart of Your bride. Stir us, that we may run after You with everything You’ve instilled in us.

Abba Father, we humbly invite You to rest upon us now as we come before You to read and reflect. Still our busy minds and draw near to us, Lord. We desire to meet with You, to sit at Your feet and listen for Your voice. Speak, for Your servants are listening. 

Breathe fresh revelation into our spirits, renewed vision for our lives. Strengthen us by the power of Your Spirit within, holy Dove of comfort and counsel. Give us ears to hear what You would say to Your beloved ones this day.

Remove all distractions that would keep us from fixing our eyes on You. As we wait in Your presence, fill us with grace and overflowing love from Your endless supply. Rain down mercy and healing over every broken place. We need You, our hearts long for more of You. Come fill us now with Your living water. Flow through us, precious Savior, like a mighty river of life. Revive and restore our souls, kindle passion for You alone. 

Draw near, Emmanuel, and make Your home within us. We welcome You with open arms. Do a deep work in our innermost being. Transform us into Your image. Magnify Your glory as we behold Your beauty. Bless these moments as we linger here with You. Speak Lord, Your servants are listening.

Come and stir my friend dear Father. Lord, I know that I’m nothing without You, so I’m leaning upon You. I ask You, dear Lord, to let my voice be lost in the voice of the Spirit, so that I would share Your words with my friends. I wait on You, Lord, for a present word as my dear ones reads this book. 

Take a hot coal of fire from Your altar and place it upon their hearts as they read. Let the words of this book speak forth Your heart and Your will in Jesus’ name! Allow us to burn from within at the sound of Your voice in Jesus’ name!  We hide behind the cross and give You all the glory and honor, in Jesus’ name. Amen!
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As I meditated on this book, the Lord began to download its message within me. He opened unto me a beautiful revelation of the beauty of His holiness. So I was gladdened when the Lord began to speak a timely word to me on this very subject. Precious one, as I lingered in His presence, He impressed upon my heart the importance of pursuing true holiness, not merely outward conformity to religious standards, but a transformation of heart and mind into the very likeness of Christ. Oh, the beauty of His holiness! It shone from within like a radiant light. How marred we are by sin, but He is restoring us day by day, revealing Himself in ever-increasing glory! 

Come, beloved, let us gaze upon the loveliness of our King. As we yield to Him fully, He will adorn us in bridal garments, robed in His righteousness. Every stain shall be washed away in His merciful tide. Beauty for ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning! This is the Lord's desire for us. Let His image emerge and His work be perfected as we walk in the light of His countenance. What wondrous restoration He has planned! Open wide your heart, precious one. Let Him in to bring forth true holiness.

I’ve been thinking about this theme often and I really wanted to get it right. I asked the Lord, “What does this term mean? How do you worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness? I mean we sing songs about the beauty of His holiness, but what truly is the beauty of His holiness?”

How do we worship in the beauty of His holiness? For some time now we have been journeying to many meetings to teach and minister. Even while traveling, I ponder what it means to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. I began to muse on a fresh holiness movement coming again unto the world. The Lord has been downloading me regarding this subject for many years, and it is only now coming to fruition.  

As I waited on Him in the stillness, He imparted a revelation of a great wave of holiness and purity spreading across the nations, a mighty move of the Spirit to restore His church to righteousness and make her ready for the Bridegroom. It shall be a return to consecration, integrity, and Biblical truth, a revival of passion for Jesus above all else. Oh precious one, let us humbly seek His face, preparing the way for this imminent awakening! Holy Spirit, come like a rushing wind and ignite us afresh with holy fire from above!

I’m going to answer this question about the beauty of His holiness as concisely as the Lord enables me. But I will start by laying the foundation in the first few chapters. I will explore the differences between the concept of legalistic righteousness and the true essence of holiness as described by the Lord, emphasizing the profound beauty inherent in His definition of holiness. 

There is a great urgency for the Church to get back to embracing holiness—but not the type of holiness that some in the greater church emphasized during the former holiness movement. Nor am I referring to a legalistic holiness that some rigid denominations practice. There is so much more, a much deeper revelation He desires to give His church. God is raising a remnant in these last days that will be a true display of the holiness of God. In the words of the prophet Isaiah, this will be a remnant, “a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor” (Is. 61:3). A remnant that will stand in awe before God in their prayer gardens where they meet Him face-to-face. 

We are now entering a season where God's reverence and power will be restored to the church. Sinners will not be able to mock His true bride. Casual Christians will no longer be able to laugh away their responsibility, scoffing at the idea that they need to obey God's authority. We will enter a period of true holiness and spiritual maturity, where moral compromise will no longer be seen or accepted by His true bride. This is a fresh new beginning for us—a time for all to strengthen our relationship with God and experience all He has for us during these crucial final days before Christ returns in glory.

In the twentieth century, the holiness movement brought forth abundant churches and birthed a mighty move of God that spread all across the world. However, the legalistic methods taught back then have led many to reject the message of holiness in the Church today. During that era, holiness was built on rigid dos and don'ts not always founded on Scripture, impossible to attain apart from the enablement of Holy Spirit. 

Yet I believe the Lord is stirring the embers of holiness anew, fanning the flames of purity and righteousness in ready hearts. This fresh wave will be marked by grace, not law, flowing from intimate relationship with our Savior. As we behold His beauty we are transformed, and His passion burns within us. 

The old leaven of legalism will be replaced with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. No more checklist religion, but a wholehearted pursuit of Jesus Himself! The Lord is coming back for a spotless Bride, one whose inner garments are white as snow. Let us seek Him with undivided hearts, that true holiness may be restored. The Spirit and the Bride say "Come!" Even so, come Lord Jesus! I look forward to sharing my heart regarding this matter of legalism so please read on. 

In this fresh season, the Lord is nurturing a pure, sincere holiness within His Church, a holiness grounded in intimacy with Him. When this holiness rooted in the Spirit buds and blooms, it will bear powerful fruit for the Kingdom of God. This is clearly a move of God Himself and not the efforts of mere men. It will be rich and beautiful as His shekinah glory fills the Lord’s house with smoke from the altars of heaven. 

The holiness that is coming focuses on the inward transformation of the individual rather than outward appearances. And as the inner man is transformed, the body of Christ will become that glorious Church within a Church—a people within a people moving in harmony with Him. It will be manifest, resembling Ezekiel’s wheel within a wheel as we become a set-apart remnant bride without spot or wrinkle—the ultimate goal. 

Beloved, we have a long journey ahead together as I clarify many truths within this book you now hold. I am gladdened to have you join me on this sojourn of discovery. Along the way, I hope you feel as though you walk with a true friend, not a stranger. May we both encounter His boundless love as we tread this path as one heart. Come, precious sojourner - we have ground to cover! Let us link arms and walk in expectancy, leaning on our Beloved. 

With eager hearts we plunge into the depths of wisdom He desires to impart if we have ears to hear. Stay near, my kindred spirit, as we travel through these pages into realms of greater depth and understanding. The road may wind uphill at times, but His grace will sustain. Oh, the treasures He longs to unfold! Let us keep in step with the Spirit's leading, neither rushing ahead nor lagging behind. Soon our journey will draw to a close, but what awaits us at the end is a beginning... An open door to deeper realms with Him. Take heart, dear friend. Much ground lies ahead, but He is guiding our every step.

Here are 10 thought-provoking study questions

1. What is the difference between legalistic righteousness and true holiness, according to the passage?

2. What does the author believe is the key to attaining true holiness? 

3. How does the author describe the coming move of holiness in the Church? What will characterize it?

4. Why does the author believe the rigid legalism of the past holiness movement was insufficient? 

5. What does the passage say about the inward versus outward nature of holiness?

6. What does the imagery of the "wheel within a wheel" in Ezekiel suggest about the coming holiness movement?

7. How does intimacy with Christ relate to the pursuit of holiness, according to the passage?

8. What does the author believe must happen for the Church to become ready for Christ's return?

9. Why does the author emphasize grace over law in regard to holiness?

10. What is the overall message or theme that emerges from this passage about holiness?
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In the year of 2019, I found myself in Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark, which rests upon the coastal islands of Zealand and Amager. This bustling city is linked to Malmo in southern Sweden by the immense Øresund Bridge, stretching over 25,000 feet across the Øresund Strait.

During this trip, we were visiting most of the Scandinavian countries, speaking in conferences and churches about the message of intimacy. From the outset, Copenhagen had seemed the darkest spiritually to me. 

Late one evening, well before dusk, I was walking with a pastor in this same city as he spoke startling words I will never forget. My heart broke as he spoke. 

"There are people—in fact, many, many people here in Copenhagen—who don't even have an awareness of God. There's absolutely no awareness of God. There are some legitimate churches, but even some that attend those churches have no awareness that there's even a God."  

All at once, my heart swelled with a tremendous burden as I received an urgent quickening in my spirit. A knowing arose within, and I said to myself, "There must be a spiritual awakening in this land, that these precious souls would become aware. May the glory of the Lord come in power and cause the people to know that Jesus loves them so exceedingly." 

O dear one, as I prayed, it was as though scales fell from my eyes and I saw the fields ripe for harvest. The Lord compelled me to cry out, "Revive this nation again, O God! Raise up flaming hearts to take the gospel forth until every tongue confesses Christ as Lord!" I tell you, beloved, Denmark shall be saved! Though the forces of darkness have stifled some faith there, soon a great light shall dawn. Let us intercede mightily for Copenhagen, that they would experience a Great Awakening! O Spirit, brood over this city once more. Lord Jesus, reveal Your love which knows no bounds. Come quickly, come!

Some in this world may be tempted to believe Jesus is but a myth or figment of imagination. Yet in truth, He is so much more - He is our living King! The desire of my heart is for His holy fire to burn within us and hallow this moment. When we place all trust in Him, we enter intimate communion with the risen Savior and behold evidence of His power at work in our life. Nothing compares to resting in His divine presence and knowing He loves each of us as if we were the sole object of His affection.

Let us pray the Lord pours out His Spirit upon us, equipping us to live boldly for Him. May we never doubt the reality of our reigning King! Through the eyes of childlike faith we can see Him moving, orchestrating events for our good. He who conquered death now lives and reigns forevermore! Hallelujah! Let songs of praise to Jesus arise. Precious friend, He is worthy of our wholehearted devotion. May His fire ignite fresh passion in our hearts today. Come, let us draw near to Him who lavishes such love upon us. He is waiting with open arms...

I love my home state of New York for a variety of reasons. Some people ask me, “Why are you in New York? Why don't you run to Texas or Florida where people would be more tolerant of your beliefs?” They mean well, and I certainly can relate and understand their concerns with the wicked, demonic principalities that run this state. And believe me, if I can take any opportunity to skip out to Florida in the dead of winter, I certainly will! But I also want you to know I believe that the state of New York is ripe for revival. Another awakening is on the horizon! I can feel it. I sense the rain coming. I can see the clouds forming. Can you see it? 

To my dear friends visiting from afar, when I speak of New York, I refer not to famed New York City, but rather the vast state surrounding it. You see, I dwell in the tranquil countryside, about six hours west of that bustling metropolis. Many mistakenly conflate the Big Apple with New York State itself. In truth, we are a two and a half hour journey from Pennsylvania, bordering the western edge of this great state in the Finger lakes.

Let me paint you a picture. This state of mine spans 54,556 square miles (141,300 sq km) of lush forests, rolling farmlands, sparkling lakes and mighty rivers carving through ancient mountains. The Lord's handiwork is on display in the rosy blush of each autumn leaf, the craggy majesty of peaks towering high, the joyful song of birds heralding each new morn. Everywhere I look, I am reminded of the Master Artist who fashioned this land with loving care. He who formed the foundations of the earth has written His signature across my beloved home state. What a privilege it is to dwell in this corner of creation that declares His glory!

Let’s take a look at New York state in the past for a moment to better understand the future. By the late 1700s, people were no longer interested in attending church services because they valued earning a living over seeking God. Others felt God didn’t care whether they attended church or not. Religious convictions declined as well, which motivated the faithful to sponsor revival meetings. Most revivals were held as camp meetings, where people would spend days hearing the Word of God preached by a number of traveling evangelists. They also served as social gatherings for many people living in relative isolation in the frontier, who seldom had contact with their neighbors. 
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