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      With the Yakuza, the Italian mafia, and a local motorcycle club breathing down her neck, Gabriella Mitchell should be thanking her lucky stars that the members of Blackards MMA have taken her under their wing.

      

      Instead, she’s lusting after her head coach.

      

      Pushing all his buttons.

      

      Making the widower feel things he hasn’t felt for five years.

      

      Things that will spectacularly backfire in both their faces… when they allow their mutual attraction to morph into a night of edging and sensual self-gratification through the thin walls of the home they currently share.

      

      
        
        Brawling Gabbi is an 8,000-word erotic one-shot novelette. Short, succinct, and extremely steamy, this erotic one-shot features characters from the Duplicity Trilogy. 
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      Music is a major source of inspiration for my stories. If you’d like to listen to the songs that helped form this fast and filthy piece of cliterature, the Brawling Gabbi playlist is available on Spotify.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          
            GABBI

          

        

      

    

    
      The air inside Blackards MMA hums like a live wire. Sweat, leather, and testosterone. This is the holy trinity of this over-masculinised place. The mats are slick beneath my bare feet, pale under the halogen lights, and the heavy-bag row trembles in rhythm with the fighters pounding out their fury in their allocated rings.

      “Again, Gabbi.” Venom’s voice cuts through the noise. “Tighten your guard. You’re leavin’ yourself open.”

      He’s a wall of calm in black compression gear. His stance is perfect when he shows me how it’s done. I copy his form. His strange eyes narrow with judgement, then he shakes his head. I try again. Another dismissal.

      Pulling air into my lungs until it burns, I exhale through my teeth.

      “Try again,” he commands.

      I nod.

      My movements are met with a slow blink.

      He presses his lips together and moves his head from side to side.

      Temper flaring, I’m about to tell him to shove his instructions sideways up his butt when Diablo steps into the cage. The owner and head coach of Blackards MMA doesn’t need an introduction. Every cell in me feels the shift before I even look up. The hum of activity changes pitch. Dipping low. Electrifying. He’s already unwrapping his hands from his last session, muscles cording and flexing, sweat slicking the ink over his ribs.

      Venom hits me with a look that tells me to focus, but my pulse ignores him.

      “You takin’ over this drill, Diablo?” Venom says. He offers his friend a smirk. “Thought you didn’t train girls any longer.”

      “Wasn’t plannin’ on it—” The faint scowl that twists his lips is partially hidden by the bruise from his last fight. “—but seein’ your shitty efforts forced my hand.”

      Diablo steps closer. Heat rolls off him. I can smell salt, the lingering notes of his cologne, and the faint tang of the rubber he has pounded during his warmup. Although I hold my breath after inhaling his presence, I resent my weakness.

      Ever since he moved into the home I rent from Angelo, we’ve been stuck with each other.

      The domesticity we’ve fostered, almost like we have been Matthew’s parents since he was born, is dulling my senses. I’ve come to rely on Diablo. On Angelo. On Venom. On the other fighters at Blackards MMA.

      The situation is untenable, a symptom of the ongoing flux in my life.

      I enjoy the reprieve I have from his attention when I’m training.

      My attraction to Venom is nil.

      The same can’t be said for Micah “Diablo” Kennedy.

      He can scramble my brains by stepping too close to me.

      “Gloves,” Venom orders. “Go.”

      Diablo circles me, lazy and confident.

      I keep my weight centred.

      Eyes on his chest, not his face.

      The first exchange is textbook.

      Jab. Parry. Sweep.

      But in the next trade… he changes the rhythm.

      Feints left, then closes the distance so fast my breath catches.

      “Too slow, little girl,” he murmurs.

      Mimicking Venom’s earlier demonstration, my elbow clips his ribs. Diablo’s grunt vibrates through me. He stiffens. I use the momentum propelling me forward to pivot. Aiming for a takedown, I almost have it.
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