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Introduction




What a difference two decades make! In 2000 I
published In or Out, a quote collection focusing on gay
Hollywood. At the time, there were few out celebrities, the
Hollywood closet was pretty much all-encompassing and legal gay
marriage was a pipe dream.

I’ve since come across such a plethora of
interesting, insightful, entertaining and engrossing quotes about
today’s, yesterday’s and tomorrow’s Hollywood and what it means to
be gay, lesbian or bisexual in show business, that I decided to
re-collect them. This collection includes some quotes from In or
Out, but is primarily comprised of new material.

One reason for this new publication is that a lot of
the stars mentioned or quoted in 2000 have largely faded from view
and memory. Another is that so many quotes were from heterosexuals,
since LGBT+ celebs were more tight-lipped back then. Yet another
reason is there’s no need to stress what’s now common knowledge,
i.e., that gay people don’t “choose” to be or “become” gay (and
can’t become “ex-gay”) and are not invariably child-less (or
child-free) or lonely in old age like so many heterosexuals with
absent offspring.

Gathering the myriad quotes that open our eyes and
raise our eyebrows, from an exciting variety of sources and
behind-the-scenes viewpoints, all into one place was the goal of
this project. The concentrated result hopefully presents a juicy
yet enlightening overview of what is and what was, peopled by a
galaxy of non-clones who each has something to say—and there’s
plenty to say!

Non-gays in the alleged heartland view gay characters
on a screen and hear of openly gay performers and assume gays are
now equal to heterosexuals in Hollywood. If only. Also, too many
young LGBT+ folk are unaware—thanks partly to mainstream media’s
avoidance of the subject—how terribly unfair life was back when the
phrase “gay rights” was a joke or a hoped-for concept.

Yes, there’s still a long way to go, and the threat
of fascism in government is obviously not eradicated, but baby,
we’ve come a very long way. And if we speak up and stick
together, we’re not going back!

However, it’s too often assumed that all is peachy in
Tinseltown, that today it’s easy to be openly gay and highly
successful. Hollywood is more complex than that. If you’re not on
the screen itself you may have considerable leeway. Unless, say,
you direct action movies. If you’re a comedian of either gender you
can probably be profitably out, and if you’re a singer with no
plans to act, you can likely be open—unless your specialty is
romantic ballads.

If you’re selling sex, the required brand is
hetero-sex, and most anybody very attractive or mainstream is
marketed in a sexual way and expected to live that way. Then
there’s the double standard. A good-looking female can say she’s bi
and perhaps not suffer professionally. A hunk doesn’t dare reveal a
same-sex fantasy, let alone one long-ago homoerotic experience.

Most of the public still doesn’t believe in a sexual
spectrum—you’re either gay or you’re “straight,” a word whose
meanings were designed by straights to be positive, so why buy into
that? (the opposite of straight is bent or crooked, not to mention
on drugs, alcoholic, dishonest, impure, etc.).

If a movie has a lead gay or lesbian character it’s
still typically cast with a heterosexual. At least now we have
several out directors. Gay-themed films are still very much the
exception, though LGBT+ characters increasingly populate the big
screen—look at 2019’s Oscar nominees. And by now most people have
been exposed to same-sex kisses, “even” between males… unlike in
2000 of the Common Era.

A major advance in general and in celebrity
journalism in particular is that saying someone is gay is no longer
automatic grounds for a lawsuit. Laws don’t necessarily reflect
fairness, they reflect majority attitudes, and this legal step
forward is due to the growing visibility of LGBT+ people that
weakens harmful stereotypes and increases social acceptance.

These quotes shedding memorable light on a riveting
topic are intended for everyone, straights too—for, who doesn’t
have a LGBT+ relative, friend, coworker, role model or favorite
performer? They hopefully offer fascinating, often surprising
background to the younger reader and they update and perhaps
astonish, even hearten, the older reader. But what is “younger” and
what is “older”? Age and other differences are less pronounced
among gay people than among straights, who are more into
hierarchies and labeling (and often dissing) differences.

This book stresses that public figures, who for
better or worse are role models, have responsibilities. I’ve often
heard someone ask about a newly outed star, what about X’s right to
privacy? If you want that much privacy, become an accountant.
Besides, knowing someone is gay isn’t knowledge of their private
life and habits and doesn’t strip away their privacy any more than
knowing they’re left-handed.

The LGBT+ movie star who earns millions per
film—enough in a year or two to last their own and their kids’
lifetimes, presuming they choose kids—does owe something to truth
and integrity and to less fortunate people like them. For one
thing, LGBT+ teens still kill themselves at several times the rate
of straight teens. Much of that reflects a lack of positive gay
role models.

Several of this book’s quotes illustrate the
selfishness and foolishness of putting money first, before truth,
fairness, other people and personal happiness. The out actor is
typically deprived of several career opportunities and there’s
definitely still a lavender ceiling. By contrast, the gay actor who
lies and hides behind a girlfriend or wife (and possibly kids) is
rewarded professionally, socially, media-wise and otherwise. Which
is the more decent—and the happier—individual? The chapter on the
closet, Out and Outing, sheds ample light.

This book’s chapters delve into four sometimes
overlapping categories. The core of each is acting… and we are all
actors, as whoever penned the Shakespeare plays wrote long ago.
Much of life is acting, and as gay or lesbian children growing up
in heterosexual households we learn to act early, out of
self-preservation. A bigger proportion of us consider becoming
professional actors, partly because we’re already good at it,
partly because it’s a paying chance to try on other personalities,
also because—so we imagine—it’s glamorous and fun.

But acting, for a child or grown-up, should be
part-time and a choice. Pretending 24/7 is no way to live, yet most
gay Hollywood stars, especially male superstars, are expected to
act off-screen too. Too much of the public still expects actors to
be, or be very like, what they enact. Images and masks still entrap
a big percentage of celebrities. Character actors have an easier if
less well-paid time of it; their off-screen lives are rarely as
scrutinized as those of stars.

The main point here is that as human beings and, yes,
actors—but not 24/7—every LGBT+ individual should be the star of
their own life, on their own terms, dwelling in honesty and safety,
free from hate, persecution and discrimination, part of a
self-loving but not obsessive community of one and a greater
community of LGBT+ siblings who band together in mutual support and
remain vigilant about ensuring that our human rights remain in
place.

 


Boze Hadleigh

Beverly Hills


Chapter One

 Playing the Game

 


From the start, acting has been considered more or
less a game, frowned upon or not. In ancient Greece, where drama
was born, the word for actor was the same as for liar. After all,
actors pretend, and the words they speak usually aren’t their own.
Until well into the 20th century actors were generally considered
outcasts, immoral, irresponsible; playing rather than working. “Get
a real job!” said many a performer’s parent. But the game often
proves irresistible in terms of attention, and sometimes, money,
also providing a chance to wear masks and indulge in emotions.
Unfortunately the game may sooner or later exert pressure to
conform and pander to the masses in the quest for greater success,
adulation and payment. LGBT+ celebs play the game in often
surprising ways, yet more and more players manage to combine
success with integrity and self-esteem.

 


“Seem what you should like to be, and the public will
be none the wiser.”—Machiavelli

 


“There might be a few of them among featured players
[supporting actors]… not among big-name actors. No, none like
that.”—movie star Robert Montgomery, father of
pro-gay Elizabeth Montgomery of Bewitched

 


“Of course I do have gay friends, but that doesn’t
mean…”—pre-AIDS Rock Hudson

 


“Most gay celebrities spend their time and
energy—with publicists as their partners in crime—trying to keep
the masses from getting the right idea.”—Truman Capote

 


“If the public knew, they would hardly believe
it. Even the gay public.”—Leisha Hailey (The L
Word)

 


“In Hollywood you can always pretend. That’s what
publicity’s about, and that’s why they call it acting.”—studio
publicist turned novelist (The Manchurian Candidate)
Richard Condon

 


“It’s very cathartic portraying a gay character. On
one level, it may be ‘just acting.’ On another, it’s part of being
really human—letting out the emotions and the bigger gestures that
we’re all as males taught to repress in real, non-cinematic
life.”—Richard E. Grant, Oscar-nominated for Can You Ever
Forgive Me? (its lead, Melissa McCarthy, was also nominated for
playing a real-life gay character)

 


“Now, as we approach 2020, big-screen culture has
turned a corner. A huge percentage of the films and performers
nominated for Academy Awards revolve around gay and lesbian
characters… I think one big reason is we’ve finally run out of
variations on boy-meets-girl.”—screenwriter Alvin Sargent,
who won Oscars for Julia and Ordinary People

 


“The boy-girl love story served an economic purpose
and to some extent still does… this is non-objectionable unless
society employs such representations to mean there should be no
other type of love story… Film and television are morally obliged
to be inclusive… not just people who look different, but people who
don’t look to a different gender for love and affection.”—closeted
actor/producer John Houseman (The Paper Chase)

 


“The deal is this: unless an actor is uptight and
insecure, it’s fun being straight but playing gay. Whether or not
they give you an award. However, I don’t think anyone can claim
it’s fun being gay and playing straight 24/7 and trying to convince
the world you’re really, really heterosexual.”—singer Phoebe
Snow

 


“The name of the game is shame: pretending you’re not
gay. Putting yourself down, and others like you, to please the
bigots. Fortunately, the younger you are, the less likely you are
to have been brainwashed by shame.”—Neil Patrick Harris

 


“To pretend one is another character, temporarily, is
fine. That’s what actors do. To pretend one does not love or desire
the people one does, off the screen, is mercenary and harms many
people, given the influence that celebrities have.”—Dame Judi
Dench

 


“Coming out may be scary, but eventually it’s
necessary. I don’t know from experience, since I never had to come
out. I was never ‘in.’”—Canadian singer k.d. lang

 


“In Canada if you say we have two famous female
singers, one openly gay and one still in the closet, every Canadian
knows who you’re talking about, even without names. Legally, it’s
interesting—the closeted one couldn’t sue without outing
herself.”—Scott Thompson (The Kids in the
Hall)

 


“Older generations grew up with pre-fabricated
beliefs and values that they seldom or never questioned. There is
no fairness without questioning. Question authority. Question the
majority. Question anything and anyone that keeps you from being
you and from being happy.”—Ellen DeGeneres

 


“The homophobes forget that some of society’s
children are gay and lesbian. Gays don’t come out of pods… People
have got to accept and love their gay children. Otherwise what is
it all about?”—Tom Hanks, who won an Oscar for playing gay
in Philadelphia

 


“The parent who rejects his gay child is saying I
won’t love you unless you are like me and do what I want and act as
I want you to act. That is called fascism.”—Sophia Loren

 


“What floors me is conservatives who have a gay son
or daughter and still oppose [gay] equal rights… like General Colin
Powell, Phyllis Schlafly, Sonny Bono and any number of preachers…
Such people make money off their anti-gay stands, but how far does
love for money or power go with such people?”—Keith
Christopher (Another World, Guiding Light)

 


“If you don’t let us marry each other, we’ll marry
your daughters, to pass. Homophobes are morons as well as
hateful—hate-full.”—Boy George

 


“I have never come across anyone in whom the moral
sense was dominant who was not heartless, cruel, vindictive [and]
log-stupid.”—Oscar Wilde, who in 1895 was sentenced to two
years imprisonment at hard labor for homosexual “offenses”
(sic)

 


“After I costarred in the hit movie My Best
Friend’s Wedding with Julia Roberts, Hollywood strongly advised
that I marry a woman to boost my career. They’re not satisfied if
you do a good job on the screen, they want you to act 24 hours a
day.”—British actor Rupert Everett, who directed, wrote and
starred in the Oscar Wilde film biography The Happy
Prince

 


“Marrying into the opposite sex convinces most of the
public you’re straight. Cary Grant did it five times. That made him
five times more convincing to the average American.”—semi-closeted
columnist Liz Smith

 


“Marriage can serve as a distraction. Michael Jackson
was cleverly deceitful when during the height of his pedophile
troubles with boys he went and married Elvis Presley’s daughter.
Brilliant move!”—Oscar-nominated gay black actor Paul
Winfield (Sounder)

 


“The big game is making money. In show business that
justifies just about everything, including living a very distorted
and fearful life. Once you come out, you lose the fear and can
relax and be yourself.”—Ellen Page (Juno)

 


“Money and gossip. The two subjects that fascinate
the Hollywood community.”—bisexual singer-actor Sammy
Davis Jr.

 


“Who’s gay, who’s cheating, who’s got the biggest
dicks… the major topics of local gossip.”—former aide to Jack L.
Warner turned columnist Richard Gully

 


“As to why so many actors are gay… we learn to act
early—almost every gay kid starts pretending he’s straight, to
pass.”—Dick Sargent, the second Darrin on TV’s
Bewitched

 


“Most minorities have the shelter and protection of
their families against the outside world of the cold or cruel
majority. But gays are a minority within their own family… most
runaway and homeless gay and lesbian teens didn’t choose to leave
home, they were kicked out.”—Florence Henderson (The
Brady Bunch)

 


“I feel very fortunate in that I grew up in a family
with three out of four children being gay.”—k.d. lang

 


“We all knew that my brother Danny would devote
himself to public service. The tip-off came when he was eight and
founded a free legal clinic for the dolls he claimed I illegally
evicted from my Barbie Dream House.”—Rosie O’Donnell (openly
gay Daniel ran for the New York state senate in 1998)

 


“Michael Jackson was one of ten children, with a
terrifying father. Michael wasn’t thrilled to be a boy… he’d rather
have been a beautiful white female. He said so more than once. But
all that plastic surgery? That’s because he was trying to look as
unlike his father Joe as possible.”—gay black poet Essex
Hemphill

 


“Tom Stoppard [the playwright] once said he felt so
sorry for me because as a gay man I would never have children… He
was under the misapprehension that we cannot, and that there aren’t
alternative ways to have a child, including the age-old one of
adoption.”—Sir Ian McKellen

 


“What’s this assumption on most heterosexuals’ part
that everyone wants to have children? I always thought the best
things about being gay were you didn’t have to get married or have
children and you didn’t have to join the army. Then some gays
started fighting for the right to do all that!”—Ron Vawter
(Silence of the Lambs)

 


“I’ve been called child-less. I’m not. I am
child-free. There’s a difference. I’m not missing out on anything
and no one’s forced me into anything.”—Butterfly McQueen
(Gone with the Wind)

 


“I think having kids has become the dyke national
pastime.”—Bea Arthur (whose two sons were adopted)

 


“Look at all the heartache Rosie O’Donnell’s gone
through with some of her adopted kids turning against her. Is it
worth it? Perhaps, but I admire Ellen [DeGeneres], who hasn’t felt
the need or any lack. She and her partner have a great
life.”—female publicist Ronnie Chasen

 


“A lot of closeted celebs still have or acquire
children to pass as straight. Getting married used to be enough to
convince the ironically nicknamed heartland that you weren’t gay.
Today most people with functioning brains know that isn’t real
proof. But having kids? Maybe.”—actor and drag performer Alexis
Arquette

 


“Greta Garbo, the most beautiful star in pictures,
was horrified when she was asked to play a mother in the sound
version of Anna Karenina. Yet here she was, a lesbian or
bisexual actress who never had a child, and her performance is
possibly the best-ever portrait of maternal love.”—critic Boyd
McDonald

 


“I did know Robert [Reed] was gay. But all of us on
The Brady Bunch were protective of him… They don’t often let
actors who are publicly known to be gay play father roles. In spite
of the realities of gay actors and other gay men often having kids
of their own.”—Florence Henderson

 


“When you’re an actor you’re yourself and someone
else at the same time.”—gay screenwriter and author Gavin
Lambert

 


“I think far more gay kids think about becoming
actors or actresses than normal ones. Until reality kicks in.
Anyway, from what I hear, in Hollywood they try to weed them out at
entry level.”—gay theatre producer Richard Barr (Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?)

 


“Gays and lesbians also go into acting in order to
play a variety of roles, try on different masks. You get paid for
pretending, then take off the mask and go back to yourself. Unless
you’re closeted, in which case a mask is on whenever you leave the
house.”—John Hillerman (Magnum, P.I.)

 


“The irony is, in the old days there were no gay
characters upon the screen. There are now, but if it’s a major gay
role, it’s almost invariably enacted by a heterosexual—in Hollywood
this is a requirement. So, secretly gay actors still can’t do love
scenes opposite handsome actors.”—Sir John Gielgud

 


“Do I look like a homosexual?”—Mel Gibson, who
had a smaller box-office than Rock Hudson, for instance

 


“If I was gay, would I have gained all this
weight?”—UK actor Clement von Franckenstein, who
never married and whose “rock” was his cat Tallulah

 


“People keep on assuming I’m gay. Every interview, I
say I’m bisexual. I guess people don’t read much… One thing now, if
someone calls me a cocksucker, I right back call him a cuntlicker.
Personally, I don’t see why either word is considered any kind of
an insult.”—actor Andy Dick

 


“There’s an ultra-right-wing actor, deeply closeted,
married and a daddy, possibly celibate now, who deliberately played
gay in a movie comedy to further convince the industry and those
few of the public who were in the know that he’s really actually
straight.”—casting director Lauren Booth

 


“Acting is a pretty business. Lots of beautiful
people, both genders. With lots of chances and excuses for
flirting, being charming, seduction, love scenes… Is it any wonder
bisexuality is almost the norm in Hollywood?”—Robert
Guillaume (Benson), whose son died of AIDS

 


“Bisexual just means you pay for it.”—Rock
Hudson to this author, in an interview printed in Celluloid
Gaze (originally Conversations with My Elders)

 


“It’s funny how most homosexuals and heterosexuals
think bisexuality is a sham… Are bisexuals less secure? Are they
‘ambiguous’? Does it matter? My question is, how many real
bisexuals would there be if there were no homophobia?
Hmm?”—blacklisted actor turned acting coach Jeff
Corey

 


“Being considered bisexual is just as scary to a male
Hollywood star as being thought gay because the average dolt in
mid-America thinks it’s the same thing… they make no distinction.
It’s like their ultra-right-wingers who think socialist and
communist are the same thing.”—Sir Michael Redgrave

 


“In no other industry does a straight get to pretend
he’s gay. Even temporarily. It’s educational for some and a turn-on
for others. Of course the game requires them to say in interviews
how it was a big stretch and their wives are quite proud of
them.”—Jeffrey Boam, screenwriter (Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade)

 


“I thought it was excellent that Jerry Seinfeld
confessed that when he had to kiss another man for his show it
wasn’t as awful as he’d previously thought… It’s a big advance from
when actors like John Wayne compared homosexuality to tuberculosis
and men only kissed on the screen in porno movies.”—Bob
Smith, the first openly gay comedian to appear on The
Tonight Show

 


“Barbra [Streisand] said her kissing scene with Amy
Irving in Yentl wasn’t so bad… it was ‘like kissing an arm.’
Thank you, Barbra. I mean, the woman has a gay son, for goodness
sake.”—publicist Andrea Jaffe

 


“Who could possibly object to doing a love scene with
Catherine Deneuve?”—Susan Sarandon on her costar in
The Hunger

 


“I have played lesbian and had no qualms… Actresses
seem more secure about their private lives. Actors are more nervous
about gay characters and if they aren’t, their handlers’ objections
sometimes put them off.”—Glenn Close

 


“Actors are more ambitious than most actresses, and
they’re given more roles and more years… Some actresses give up
their careers, or temporarily, for their families. Actors won’t do
that. I think that’s at the heart of actors refusing controversial
roles. The career comes before anything or anyone.”—comedian
Catherine O’Hara

 


“Will Smith is straight so far as I know, and Denzel
Washington is—too much so, but don’t ask. Anyway, when Smith was
starting out, doing a gay role in Six Degrees of
Separation, he asks Washington about having to film a
same-sex kiss. The older actor says, ‘Don’t be kissing no man.’
Wonderful advice, huh? As a professional and as a supposed role
model to younger black men.”—gay black writer E. Lynn
Harris

 


“If you act and have been acting for some time, you
expect sooner or later to play a gay character. It’s routine… what
matters is, is the script good? Is the character non-stereotypical?
William Hurt won an Oscar for playing stereotypically gay in
Kiss of the Spider Woman… Yet in Hollywood agents
routinely decline gay roles for their actor clients.”—UK actor
John Hurt, who played gay more than once

 


“And then there are actors who really are straight,
or mostly straight… but if they do drag a lot, like Milton Berle
from early TV, or aren’t masculine, like Martin Short from
Saturday Night Live, they’re thought to be gay. People judge
from stereotypes that are often phony… Did you know most men who
wear female undies under their business suits are married
heterosexuals?”—comedian Brody Stevens (Hangover)

 


“Men who star in dramas, love stories and action
pictures are invariably chosen for a he-man image, whether
[they’re] hetero, homo or bi. Comedians can afford to be more
individual and not have to be butchy-butch all the time.”—Robin
Williams

 


“Extreme masculinity of the John Wayne stripe and
extreme femininity of the Dolly Parton stripe are usually acts.
Every human being is a mixture of qualities.”—psychologist Dr.
Joyce Brothers

 


“They do call it acting, you know!”—Marjorie
Main, best known as Ma Kettle, reacting to people’s surprise
when they learned she was child-free

 


“You play a murderer, people don’t suspect you might
be one. You play alcoholic, there’s a possible suspicion—if you do
it well. You play gay, most people will at least
wonder.”—Christopher Reeve, who played gay opposite Michael
Caine in Deathtrap

 


“Sam Spiegel was a fat, ugly heterosexual film
producer who disliked handsome actors and hated gay ones. So he
didn’t want Dirk Bogarde as Lawrence of Arabia and he took back the
part he’d offered me in Betrayal, from Harold Pinter’s
script, when he found out I was gay.”—Sir Ian McKellen

 


“Some of us became directors. Not all wanted to. Some
wanted to but didn’t get the… approval. The men at the top weren’t
fond of giving men they disapproved of directorial authority. A few
such men got through the ranks… most did not.”—gay “golden-age”
screenwriter George Oppenheimer explaining that most gay
screenwriters didn’t get promoted to directors

 


“Look how many Oscars were handed to, say, Billy
Wilder, William Wyler, John Ford, etc., and contrast [with] George
Cukor, director of so many hits and classics but a one-time winner…
for My Fair Lady… Irony of ironies, now [in 2004] it seems
Ford may have been homophile too. His favorite—or should I say most
frequent—leading lady, Maureen O’Hara, outs him in her memoirs…
it’s not rock-solid evidence. But whatever the truth, Ford’s macho
reputation does rest on all those westerns.”—John Hurt
(The Naked Civil Servant)

 


“Oscar Wilde said that bibles and other religious
books aren’t believed because they’re true, they’re believed
because they’ve been repeated so often. In the same way, repetition
in the media is what conditions most people to accept or reject
certain affections or even people.”—playwright Edward Albee
(Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?)

 


“We’re all bombarded with heterosexual kisses,
affection and sex 24 hours a day on TV… How will [same-sex kissing]
ever seem normal or ordinary if it’s never allowed to be
seen?”—Ellen DeGeneres

 


“Most of us never imagine ourselves in the minority
position… Say 200 years from now heterosexual activity is mostly
banned due to overpopulation, so media depictions of it are frowned
on or banned. Seeing women and men kissing would seem as ‘weird’ as
seeing two men kissing seems today… Presentation, or lack of it, is
key.”—sci-fi author Ray Bradbury
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