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      Light the night ablaze.

      

      Finn didn’t believe in love. Sierra loved Finn for as long as she could remember. Best friends since forever, one fateful night changed everything.

      

      Bonfire night was a tradition for Finn’s family winery. One look at Sierra across the fire and Finn’s world turned upside down. His best friend, aglow in the firelight, transformed into the woman of his fantasies.

      

      Sierra had long accepted her unrequited love for her best friend. What she didn’t count on was that the very moment she let go, he decided that best friends could become lovers.
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      Finn

      

      I shrugged on a worn flannel shirt as I pushed open my front door and raced up the dirt path that led from my small studio adjacent the meadery I ran and the main house where my oldest sister lived. I was already late and Felicity would let me have it. It was the afternoon before the Annual Autumn Bonfire night and there was still a lot for us to do before guests arrived.

      Felicity became the backbone of this business when our parents died two years ago. She took her responsibilities very seriously. I did my best to help out while balancing my growing meadery business. Making mead had kept me sane during those dark months following the car accident that took our parents’ lives. Mead and my best friend, Sierra.

      Sierra, who was already in my sister’s kitchen, looking as comfortable as could be, sipping on an iced coffee from the local coffee shop. The afternoon sunlight slanted through the window and caught the bright blond strands of her hair, shining like a halo.

      I shook my head to disrupt the rogue thought. Since when did I have fanciful thoughts about Sierra?

      “It’s about time,” Felicity chided. She didn’t even look up from her phone where she was furiously tapping away.

      “Seems to be a problem with the sound system for the music,” Sierra filled me in as she slid a second iced drink across the worn kitchen table.

      I picked it up, sipping gratefully. I knew without asking that it was caramel swirl. Sierra always came through for me. No matter how impatient or ornery I was, she was the bright light in my darkness.

      Not that I had always been darkness personified. I used to be fun. The life of the party. Always available with a smile, or a flirt, for anyone who gave the slightest encouragement. The day my parents died my light died right along with them.

      I couldn’t remember the last time I’d attended a party or kissed a pretty girl. I’d become a hermit, emerging from my mead tanks only long enough to eat dinner with my family—or to hang out with Sierra. Even those had become less frequent except for the times she showed up at my house with takeout to watch a movie.

      We’d sit together on my bed, the only furniture in my studio, eating Thai food and watching the latest blockbuster. Occasionally, she’d fall asleep next to me and we’d have an impromptu sleepover. Sierra was my best friend, and I was so damn grateful to have her in my life.

      Felicity paused in her tapping to answer the phone, stepping outside to take the call. Her voice raised and carried into the kitchen and both Sierra and I winced.

      “She’s pulled out her Big Sister voice,” I observed, sliding into the chair next to Sierra. Her hair was styled in two long braids, and I reached out and tugged one. She rolled her eyes at me as she tugged her braid out of my grasp.
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