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In the city of Bologna, where towers lean like sleepy giants and the streets smell of fresh bread and roasted chestnuts, there lived a boy called Matteo.

Matteo had one very great love.

Not football.

Not marbles.

Not even comic books.

Gelato.

He could name every flavour in his favourite gelateria:

Strawberry, pistachio, hazelnut, chocolate, lemon, vanilla, stracciatella, amarena, and even the strange one with figs.

But Matteo had a secret.

He believed the moon was made of gelato.

Each night, when the silver circle climbed into the sky, he tilted his head and whispered,

“Tonight it looks like pistachio. Green and smooth.”

Or sometimes,

“Tonight it’s dark chocolate — so rich and round.”

Of course, nobody believed him. His sister, Sofia, laughed until milk came out of her nose. His papa shook his head and said, “Matteo, you dream too much.” And Nonna? Nonna just smiled the secret smile of grandmothers.

But one warm summer night, when the cicadas hummed and the air tasted of basil, something happened.
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