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			Foreword


			When I founded Ella’s Angels, my vision was simple: to create opportunities for young people and give them the tools to succeed. One of the most important tools — and one of the least taught — is financial literacy. I’ve seen firsthand how many of my peers don’t learn about money until they’re already facing debt, credit cards, or student loans. By then, mistakes are expensive. I wanted to create a resource that speaks to us — teens and young adults — in a way that’s real, simple, and practical. This book is not financial advice. I’m not a financial advisor, CPA, or lawyer. This is an educational guide — something to help you understand the basics of money so you can make better choices. Whether it’s figuring out your first paycheck, applying for a credit card, or saving for your future, my hope is that these chapters give you clarity and confidence. At Ella’s Angels, we believe in education, empowerment, and building pathways for the next generation. Financial literacy is part of that mission — because money should be a tool you control, not something that controls you. Read this book with an open mind. Ask questions. Talk with your family and trusted professionals. But most importantly: take action. Even small habits — like saving a few dollars from every paycheck — can change your future. This book is dedicated to every young person ready to take control of their future. May it inspire you to build not just wealth, but independence, confidence, and peace of mind.


			— Ella Shahbazian
Founder, Ella’s Angels (501c3)
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			Where Did My 
Paycheck Go?

			You finally got that paycheck… and it’s way smaller than you expected. Who’s taking your money? Short answer: the government. But before you panic, here’s the breakdown — and why it’s actually good news if you learn to play the money game early.

			Federal Income Taxes

			Everyone pays, but how much depends on your income bracket. For 2025 (single filers): 10%: $0 – $12,750
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