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Chapter 1
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It was yet another warm, sunshine-filled and exceedingly bright and cheerful Sunday morning not very far from the immediate bondaries of The Great Equator, and in a part of Luoland that was in close proximity or nearness to the largest fresh water lake in Africa, that was commonly known to many citizens or inhabitants of the land as Lake Victoria.

Now, according to the foundational history of the earliest inhabitants of that region known mainly as the Luo tribe of East Africa, Lake Victoria was not the original or first name given to this large and phenomenal water body whose expanse thronged and confidently fited itself  into the boundaries of three world-famed countries i.e. Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, also famed as the first East African Community.

The fresh-water lake which we now know as or officially refer to as Lake Victoria, was renamed by the famous English and Scottish Explorer, Doctor and Christian Missionary known as Dr. David Livingstone (1813AD - 1873AD).

While some historians or local inhabitants believed that some of the surviving previous names of Lake Victoria were, Nam Sango and Nam Lolwe, the pragmatic or practical reality according to other logical and scholarly-accepted or academical-sound studies especially in Linguistics, Archeology and even Paleontology amongst others, indicate that there were other names attributed to this great lake by inhabitants of its environs that were long gone before traditional history could capture their records or etch their traditions, mannerisms or lifestyle in the anals of history.

However, it suffices to say that amongst the intrigues and fame attached to the Lake Victoria, is the birthplaces as well as the resting places or graves of very valliant warriors and uniquely famous personalities whose contributions to the sustainance of humanity as a whole, has not only been noted locally, but has also been internationally recognized as well as appreciated.

Apart from known mystics and clan leaders like Kasgunga, Alego, Julu, Luanda Magere, Gor Kogalo or Gor Mahia, there is also The Legendary, internationally-acclaimed and world-reputed Baba Messiah Simeo Melkio Ondeto, famed as The Founder and Spiritual Leader of Legio Maria of Africa Churh Mission (ACM), of which Mama Laudette in this "sigana" (story) belonged to.

Interestingly enough, unlike many Christians today, when it came to true and sincere love for one another as we love ourself as was taught by Jesus Christ of Nazareth Himself even as we read in The Book of Mark 12:31 in The Holy Bible, Mama Laudette's way of life, mannerism, norm or culture as well as her character, was known as being in the forefront of satisfying the demands of this commandment both in private as well as in public.

In fact, for those who knew Mama Laudette well enough or interracted with her closely, they could testify or attest to the fact that in as much as she belonged to The Legio Maria Africa Church Mission (ACM) and was a strict adherent of its rules and guidelines even in trying times, she nevertheless looked down, despised or treated any child of God who belonged to a different denomination or church, as any lesser of a Christian than her.

It is also true that Mama Laudette was an expert teacher of the beatitudes as was taught or orated by Her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ of Nazareth in the famous sermon on the mountain even as we read in Matthew 5:1-12 in The Holy Bible, as well as the ever-reassuring words of King David chronicled, spelt out or written in the book of Psalms 23 in the same Holy Bible.

Also, especially to they who were not adherents of The Legio Maria faith, Mama Laudette, was greatly remembered as one who continuously praised the wise and noble contributions of Dr. David Livingstone and his likes, not only for their brave and valiant efforts in the spread of Christianity in the region, but also for their immense efforts and uncommon courage that they exhibited in the discouraging of slave trade or forced labor, as well as defending the true doctrine of Jesus Christ of Nazareth of being fair in our dealings with our fellow man.

Perhaps, this philosophy in life, was inspired by his personal experience in his early or formative years in his homecountry in Scotland in the Mill Town of Blantyre, in which he was born, as well as his painful childhood labor from the age of ten in the Cotton mill of Henry Monteith and Company, that was then located in the city of Blantyre not very far from the conspicous River Clyde.

Oh Yes! It was Dr. David Livingstone, who led or even paved the way for the great, historic or even monumental success of Christian Missionary work especially in Western Kenya, and more specifically in Luoland where Mama Laudette who upon hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ of Nazareth being preached or spread around, decided on her own volition, to get baptized into the church and subsequently, gave her life to Jesus Christ of Nazareth for life and eternity.

History has it that, inspired by his insatiable quest for the source of the Nile River, Dr. David Livingstone, could not rest even a single day thinking of where the source of the River Nile was, as the river was by far one of the most famous rivers in Africa, with its historic dominance spanning the entire world, as well as taking center-stage in the conversations of many kingdoms or governments full of long-term investors with unique or customized strategic financial plans whose finer details was not that much easy to know or even guess.

At that point in time, The River Nile was even known to flow upwards against the force of gravity at some points in its long and unrelenting journey all the way into the mysterious land of Egypt, and contributing vastly to its spectacular civilizations from the ancients of time, to even unto the meridian of time that he lived in, as was also confirmed by Sir Henry Morton Stanley (1841AD - 1904AD), who was another force to recon with in the early exploration of Africa.

While pondering or recollecting the captivating stories of Dr. David Livingstone's travel to their Luoland, Mama Laudette always remembered the episode in which it was narrated unto her by a teacher of History in her village, as to how at one time, while centered or headquartered somewhere in "Africa ma Milambo" (Southern Africa), “E piny moro ma iluongo ni Botswana,” (In a country called Botswana), Dr. David Livingstone was aggressively attacked by a “Simba wang’ gi wang e wang’ lela” (Lion eye-to-eye), “e kor odie chieng’!” (in broad daylight!).
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