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Chapter 1: The 21 Club






The waiter who refilled Eleanor Marsh's water glass moved with the care of someone who knew broken things rarely got fixed. She noticed, because she noticed everything: the ink stain on the tablecloth under Harold's bread plate, how the sommelier tilted his chin at women differently than at men, the single gray hair caught in the butter knife's silver tines. After twenty-two years in magazines, she had become a collector of details that never made it into print.








