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Football Wonderkids: João Neves

Small Frame. Total Control. 

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A Final Where the Game Belonged to the Brave

The stadium is electric. The Champions League final has reached its defining moments. Under the brightest lights in club football, João Neves keeps moving. He presses, recovers, passes, and presses again. While others slow down, he accelerates. While legs grow heavy, his mind stays sharp. Paris Saint-Germain control the rhythm, and at the heart of it all is a young midfielder who refuses to hide. João Neves does not wait for the game to come to him. He hunts it. Every interception sparks a new attack. Every simple pass keeps control alive. When the final whistle blows and PSG are crowned Champions League winners in 2025, João Neves drops to his knees, exhausted and smiling. This was not a moment of luck. It was a moment earned through courage, intelligence, and endless energy.

From Lisbon’s Streets to Europe’s Highest Throne

João Neves’ journey began far from Champions League trophies, in Portugal, where football is played with heart, imagination, and discipline. From his earliest days, he stood out not because of size or strength, but because of understanding. He read the game faster than others. He moved before space appeared. Coaches noticed his maturity. Teammates trusted his decisions. At Benfica, his development accelerated. Big matches arrived early. Pressure followed quickly. João Neves welcomed both. His performances showed fearlessness, work ethic, and clarity under stress. These qualities carried him to Paris Saint-Germain, where expectations are relentless and every match feels like a final.

Winning the Champions League with PSG in 2025 confirmed what football had already begun to understand. João Neves is not just a talented midfielder. He is a rhythm-setter, a presser, a connector between defense and attack. In the biggest moments, he does not disappear. He multiplies. His story is not about shortcuts or hype. It is about growth, responsibility, and bravery on football’s grandest stage. This is the story of a player who runs for the team, thinks for the game, and rises when history is written.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Small Town With Big Dreams

João Neves was born on September 27, 2004, in Tavira, a quiet fishing town in southern Portugal. The narrow streets, the smell of sea salt, and the rhythm of local life shaped his early years. Everyone in Tavira knew football. Every afternoon, as the sun began to fade behind the rooftops, children gathered to play on uneven ground between whitewashed houses. There were no referees, no perfect fields—just imagination and passion. João was always the smallest on the pitch, but that never stopped him. When others ran with power, he moved with intelligence. He saw spaces others didn’t. He intercepted passes before they happened. His gift wasn’t size or speed—it was awareness. Coaches quickly noticed the boy who always seemed two seconds ahead.
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