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Chapter 1
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The outpouring begins
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Acts 2:1-21 “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  (2)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  (3)  Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  (4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  ... (14)  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.  (15)  For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.  (16)  But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  (17)  'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.  (18)  And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.  (19)  I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapour of smoke.  (20)  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.  (21)  And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'”



This book is written to provide a biblical framework for believers regarding their encounters with the Holy Spirit. We teach on this subject because if believers are ignorant of what the Word of God says about these encounters, our adversary, the devil, can exploit that ignorance to lead them into error.

The above passage of Scripture describes the first outpouring of the Spirit of God on all flesh. In this account, the apostle Peter quotes the prophet Joel, who foretold that God would pour out His Spirit on all flesh in the last days. On the day of Pentecost, the Church was in its infancy, with a total membership of just over five hundred saints (1 Corinthians 15:6). Scripture states that they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. From that point forward, as the Lord added to His Church worldwide, God would give His Holy Spirit to every new believer who asked Him (Luke 11:13).

Throughout the book of Acts and the epistles we see accounts of God filling His saints with the Holy Spirit. Clearly, God is still pouring out His Spirit on all flesh in these last days, just as He promised. There is no doubt that as we draw closer to the end of the age, there has been a dramatic increase in the outpouring of God’s Spirit. The evidence is clear: at the start of the 20th century, Spirit-filled believers around the world could be numbered in the thousands. By the start of the 21st century, they numbered in the millions.

The outpouring of God’s Spirit is unique to the New Covenant. Under the Old Covenant, the Spirit of God came only upon three categories of individuals: prophets, high priests, and kings. This anointing enabled them to fulfil the callings God had placed upon them. Other believers under that covenant had no direct contact with the Holy Spirit. However, under the New Covenant, all saints encounter the person of the Holy Spirit. As we will see in this book, there are different levels of encounters that believers can have with Him.

The above passage of Scripture, for example, refers to a second encounter with the Holy Spirit, not the first. All believers experience the first encounter; some go on to experience the second, and others progress to many subsequent encounters. Because there are different levels of encounters, it is crucial to understand how to interact with the Holy Spirit without grieving Him.

To encounter the Holy Spirit is to encounter the supernatural. Since most believers have no prior exposure to the supernatural before entering the kingdom of God, proper teaching is essential. Without it, they may be vulnerable to encountering the wrong spirit and risk being misled.
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Born of the Spirit
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John 3:1-8 “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  (2)  This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."  (3)  Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."  (4)  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"  (5)  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  (6)  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  (7)  Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  (8)  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”



The first encounter that every believer has with the Holy Spirit is when they are born again. As our Lord Jesus taught in the passage above, everyone who believes in Him is born of the Spirit. This encounter is the most important one anyone can have, for without it, one cannot be saved. It is the Holy Spirit who creates our new spirit in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Because we are born of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit indwells our spirits. The apostle Paul taught that as believers, we are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is from God (1 Corinthians 6:19). This indwelling marks a key difference between saints under the New Covenant and those under the Old Covenant. While believers under the Old Covenant had righteousness credited to them (Romans 4:3), they could not be born again because Jesus had not yet been raised from the dead. As a result, they remained spiritually dead and separated from the life of God.

Even though the Holy Spirit came upon the prophet, the high priest, and the king to empower them for their roles, He could not indwell them because they were not born again. During His earthly ministry, Jesus taught the apostles that although the Holy Spirit was with them (enabling them to fulfil their roles as apostles), He was not yet in them. The Spirit would indwell them only after Jesus was glorified (John 14:17). Jesus reinforced this teaching by stating that new wine (the Holy Spirit) must be poured into new wineskins (the born-again spirit) (Luke 5:38).


Romans 8:16 “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”



Every believer experiences their first encounter with the Holy Spirit differently. Some feel joy, others tears, some a deep peace, while others have powerful encounters, like Paul on the road to Damascus. Regardless of the experience, the result is always the same: a full assurance in their hearts that they have been saved.

As the passage above states, the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are children of God. This assurance comes from both our spirits and the indwelling Holy Spirit. Therefore, no Christian should ever doubt their salvation because God Himself, through the Holy Spirit, confirms it.




1 Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.” 



When a believer is born again, the Holy Spirit baptizes them into the body of Christ. The word “baptize” means to be fully immersed. As the passage above reveals, the Holy Spirit immerses each believer into the body of Christ, making them part of His body. At the same time, believers partake of the Holy Spirit, as all have been made to drink of the one Spirit.


John 16:13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” 



What is the role of the Holy Spirit for one who is baptized into Christ? Scripture reveals several roles that the Holy Spirit fulfils in the life of the believer. In John's Gospel quoted above, our Lord taught us that it is the Holy Spirit who teaches us the word of God as He guides us into all truth. As you spend time in God's word, ask the Father to open your understanding of His scriptures through the Holy Spirit. As you do this, you will begin to see truths in God's word that you never saw before, for the Holy Spirit is sent by God the Father to lead and guide you into all the truth of His word.

We also see from this portion of Scripture that the Holy Spirit shows us things to come. In other words, when believers walk in fellowship with the Holy Spirit, there should be no major event that befalls them for which they were not prepared, whether good or bad, because the Holy Spirit who dwells within them is sent by God the Father to show them these things before they happen.

The Holy Spirit also reveals Jesus to us, for our Lord taught us that when He comes, He would testify of Jesus (John 15:26). The Holy Spirit takes what belongs to our Lord Jesus and reveals it to us (John 16:14). And because the Holy Spirit is God, the list of what He does in the lives of believers is endless.


2 Corinthians 3:17-18 “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  (18)  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”





Every believer has been predestined by God the Father to be conformed to the image of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 8:29). It is the Holy Spirit who does that work in us, for the above passage of Scripture declares that we are being transformed into the image of Jesus by the Spirit of the Lord. This transformation takes place progressively in the believer, as the passage tells us that we are being changed from glory to glory.

So how does He do that? We must work with Him by continually looking at the glory of the Lord in the mirror of His word and then walking in what He reveals to us (James 1:23-25). As we do this, He performs the miracle of transforming us into the image of Jesus Christ our Lord. The Holy Spirit begins this work when we are born again and continues it throughout our lives here on earth, finally bringing it to completion when we go to be with the Lord.


John 4:13-14 “Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, (14) but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 



From what we have seen in this section dealing with the believer's first encounter with the Holy Spirit, it is clearly evident that in every respect, He blesses the life of the believer and not directly the lives of those around them. Obviously, as individual believers become more like Jesus, their changed lifestyles that reflect Christ in them have the collateral effect of blessing those around them. Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit is not manifesting Himself through these believers to directly bless those around them.

Jesus used the above analogy in John's Gospel to describe the blessing of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer who has been born again. Our Lord Jesus likened the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in the believer to a fountain of living water residing within them. This fountain of water, which is an analogy for the Holy Spirit, is for the individual believer's benefit, so that they may never thirst again. It is not, however, a fountain of water that quenches the thirst of others around them.

The truth of the Holy Spirit being a fountain of water in us springing up into everlasting life is very important for us to understand and live by, for Jesus said we would never thirst again. Why is this truth so important? As we look at further encounters in this book, we will see that one of the motivations for believers to seek supernatural encounters is that they claim to feel dry inside and need to be filled once again. This goes completely against what Jesus has taught us, for He never said that if we are spiritually thirsty, we need to go to another well to drink. Rather, we are to drink from the fountain of water that resides within each one of us. Thus, believers who claim their spiritual lives are dry and desperately seek other sources of satisfaction open themselves up to an enemy that will accommodate them with a supernatural experience that will ultimately deceive them.

There is one further aspect to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in believers who have been born again but have never progressed to further encounters with the Holy Spirit: they have no tangible evidence (other than a changed lifestyle) that they have the Holy Spirit residing within them. It is by faith alone that they believe He resides within them, and as such, they do not enjoy the blessing of being sealed by the Holy Spirit, Who is given to us as the guarantee of our inheritance (Ephesians 1:13-14).

Sadly, many in the body of Christ only experience the first encounter with the Holy Spirit and, because of ignorance of God's word, never progress further in their walk with the Holy Spirit. Their ignorance in this area is perpetuated by ministers of the gospel who have been taken captive by the devil to teach error in the church—that there is no such thing as the baptism of the Holy Spirit or the gifts of the Spirit. These ministers are similar to the Sadducees of Jesus' day, for just as Jesus said of the Sadducees that they were greatly mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures or the power of God (Mark 12:24), so too these ministers are greatly mistaken. Because this group of ministers has never experienced the tangible power of the Holy Spirit, they tend to condemn fellow believers who do enjoy the blessing of subsequent encounters with the Holy Spirit. When these fellow believers get into error through excesses in this area (which we will discuss later in this book), these ministers are quick to use such excesses to justify their standpoint that there are no further encounters with the Holy Spirit. It is only by God's grace that He grants some of these ministers repentance in this area through their own experience of further scriptural encounters with the Holy Spirit. Because they eventually learn the truth and come to their senses, they can begin to proclaim the full counsel of God's word as He intended.
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Acts 1:4-8 “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me;  (5)  for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  ... (8) But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 



The second encounter that believers have with the Holy Spirit is what our Lord Jesus, in the above-quoted passage of Scripture, called the baptism of the Holy Spirit. As we have already mentioned, the word "baptize" means to be fully immersed. Even though the Lord's disciples already had the Holy Spirit residing within them by this time—for they had been born again on the first night Jesus appeared to them and breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit (John 20:22)—they had not yet been fully immersed in or baptized with the Holy Spirit.

Why does the Lord want His disciples to be baptized with the Holy Spirit? He answers that question for us in the same passage when He tells us that we receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us.




Hebrews 6:4-6 “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, (5) and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, (6) if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.”



Why does the Lord Jesus want His saints to receive the power of the Holy Spirit? In the above passage of Scripture, the Holy Spirit through His apostle gives us insight into this question, speaking of the saints tasting the powers of the age to come. These powers are, in fact, the gifts of the Holy Spirit as listed in the book of Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12:8-10). Believers who are not baptized with the Holy Spirit do not have the power needed to do the works that Jesus did.

You will recall that Jesus said His believers would do the works that He did and even greater works, because He would ascend to God the Father (John 14:12). Jesus operated in the gifts of the Holy Spirit when He walked on the earth, but He only did those works after He was baptized in the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1). If the Lord Jesus, Who walked this earth as a man, could only perform the works of God after being filled with the Holy Spirit, then we are certainly no different. We too must be baptized with the Holy Spirit if we want to do the works that He did and the greater works of which He spoke.

As an aside, I need to address the "greater works" our Lord mentioned. Some mistakenly think this means believers today will perform greater miracles and healings than Jesus did. This is not the case, however, because Jesus also said we cannot be greater than our Master (Matthew 10:24). The key to understanding what Jesus meant when He said we would perform greater works lies in His comment that we would be able to do these works "because He was going to the Father." The greater works we can do because Jesus has ascended to the Father are getting people born again and filled with the Holy Spirit. Jesus could not do these works when He was on earth, for they could only be done after He went to the Father. Jesus has thus made it possible for His church to do works which are far greater than miracles and healing, for they are eternal works rather than temporary ones.


Acts 2:1-16 “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  (2)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  (3)  Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  (4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  (5)  And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven.  (6)  And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language.  (7)  Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans?  (8)  And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?  (9)  Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  (10)  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  (11)  Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."  (12)  So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?"  (13)  Others mocking said, "They are full of new wine."  (14)  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.  (15)  For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.  (16) But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel ... (33) Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear ... (37) Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"  (38)  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (39) for the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."  (40)  And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation."  (41) Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.”
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