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Cast

In Order of Appearance

JAMES: as grown up (late 20s) and primary school pupil

BRIAN: primary school pupil

SALLY: primary school pupil

MISS FLETCHER: Retire Primary School Teacher (80s)

HEADMASTER: Primary School Headmaster

HARRY: Lilly's younger brother (20 ish)

LILLY: Miss Fletcher's younger self (mid 20's)

RICHARD: (early 20s)

NEWSREADER 1: Male

NEWSREADER 2: Male

ALBERT:  (early 20s)

SOLDIER 1: (early 20s)

KATHY:  (mid 20s)

BESSIE:  (20 ish)

HERBERT: upper class (mid 20s)

YOUNG: Soldier (early 20s)

SHEEHAN: Soldier (early 20s)

GAMBLE: Soldier (early 20s)

SOLDIER 2: (early 20s)

WARREN: Female (late 20s)

TELEGRAM: (early 20s)

SOLDIER 3: (early 20s)

SOLDIER 4: (early 20s)

SOLDIER 5: (early 20s)

TELEGRAM 2: (early 20s)

OFFICER: (late teens)

Cast by Scene

Scene 01: JAMES, BRIAN, SALLY, MISS FLETCHER, HEADMASTER

Scene 02: MISS FLETCHER

Scene 03: JAMES, BRIAN, SALLY

Scene 04: SALLY, BRIAN, JAMES, MISS FLETCHER 

Scene 05: JAMES, MISS FLTECHER, HARRY, LILLY, RICHARD

Scene 06: HARRY

Scene 07: LILLY, RICHARD, NEWSREADER 1, NEWSREADER 2, HARRY, MISS FLETCHER

Scene 08: MISS FLETCHER, LILLY, ALBERT, SOLDIER 1  

Scene 09: MISS FLETCHER, KATHY, LILLY

Scene 10: MISS FLETCHER, LILLY, BESSIE

Scene 11: HERBERT

Scene 12: SALLY, BRIAN, JAMES, MISS FLETCHER, HEADMASTER

Scene 13: HARRY, LILLY, MISS FLETCHER, KATHY, YOUNG, SHEEHAN, GAMBLE

Scene 14: MISS FLETCHER, LILLY, KATHY, SOLDER 2

Scene 15: ALBERT, LILLY, MISS FLETCHER, WARREN, TELEGRAM, KATHY

Scene 16 : MISS FLETCHER, SALLY, BRIAN, JAMES

Scene 17: HARRY

Scene 18: KATHY, LILLY, MISS FLETCHER 

Scene 19: KATHY, MISS FLETCHER, LILLY, SOLDIER 3, SOLDIER 4, SOLDIER 5

Scene 20: MISS FLETCHER, ALBERT, LILLY, TELEGRAM 2

Scene 21: JAMES, SALLY, BRIAN, HEADMASTER

Scene 22: LILLY, OFFICER

Scene 23: HARRY

Scene 24: JAMES, SALLY, BRIAN, MISS FLETCHER 

Scene 25: JAMES
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Suggested Doubling up

Whilst there are many ways that you can arrange the characters, from having one actor for each part to using the minimum number of actors to, with each actor playing numerous parts, the script was written with the intention of using 6 actors. 3 female and 3 male. This is a suggestion of how to divvy up the role.
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ACTOR 1: MISS FLETCHER 

ACTOR 2: JAMES, NEWSREADER 1, SOLDIER 1, YOUNG, SOLDIER 3

ACTOR 3: LILLY

ACTOR 4: SALLY, NEWSREADER 2, KATHY, BESSIE, WARREN

ACTOR 5: BRIAN, RICHARD, ALBERT, SHEEHAN, TELEGRAM 1, SOLDIER 4, OFFIER

ACTOR 6: HEADMASTER, HARRY, HERBERT, GAMBLE, SOLDIER 2, SOLDIER 5,       TELEGRAM 2 
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JAMES: enter Front Cent

Lights: Front Cent - UP

JAMES

Miss Fletcher was the first person I saw dead. I let myself in on my way back from teaching, as usual. She sat in her arm chair, peaceful and lifeless. There was an open book on her lap. The Boy Who Played the Fiddle. I knew the story well.

Sound: Children playing

JAMES

When we were kids. There was a woman who lived at the end of my street.

BRIAN: Front Right

Lights: Front Left, Front Right-UP

BRIAN

24 Albion Grove.

SALLY: Front Left

––––––––
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SALLY

She 'as a crooked nose.

JAMES, BRIAN, SALLY: facing the audience

BRIAN

And a black cat!

SALLY

And broom stick!

JAMES

So of course, she was ...

––––––––
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BRIAN & SALLY

A Witch!

JAMES

And therefore fair game for ‘Knock and Run’.

SALLY BRIAN: move to Cent Front  JAMES: becomes a child.

Lights:Front Right, Front Left-DOWN

––––––––
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SALLY

Knock three time an' count t' twenty.

wi' nellyphants.

BRIAN

To twenty?

SALLY

An' if door op'ns ask t' see 'er cat.

BRIAN

The cat what eats kids alive?

ALL: Doing the potato count thing, placing fists on top of each other's fists.

ALL

One potato, two potato three potato four, Five potato, six potato seven potato more

BRIAN

Your It, Sally Winder!

Sound: Knocking on door.

SALLY: stays Cent Front, BRIAN: moves Mid Left,  JAMES: moves Mid Right, 

ALL  facing the audience

Lights:Mid Right, Mid Left-UP

MISS FLETCHER: moves on to Back Cent Block

SALLY

(Nervously starts counting: 1 One nellyphant, 2 one nellyphants, 3 one nellyphant...etc. She   keeps counting while the other talk)

BRIAN

Light’s come on!

Lights: floor light to create a silhouette Back Cent-UP SLOW

JAMES

She will turn you into a toad, Sally Winder!

BRIAN

She’s coming down the stairs ...

JAMES

And grind your bones to make her bread and coat your eyeballs in jelly and sugar and feed them to her cat.

Light: Back floor light Back Cent – FULL

––––––––
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BRIAN

Hall light is on!

SALLY

(Still counting but drops the 'nellyphant' part of each number)

JAMES

That’s cheating!

Sound: Key in lock, creaking door opening

BRIAN

The key's in the lock!

––––––––
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SALLY

20!

JAMES BRIAN SALLY

Witchy, witchy can’t you see, Run, run, but you can’t catch me!

SALLY, BRIAN JAMES: run off stage Back Right 

Lights:Front Cent, Mid Left, Mid Right-DOWN, Backlight on Back central-FULL

Lights: All-DOWN

Sound: Children singing Kumbaya

HEADMASTER: Back Left Block 

Lights: Back Left-UP

HEADMASTER

This morning I would like to give a very special mention to Ruth Benson, for telling her teacher about some bad behaviour that happened outside school. As you all know, children, school rules are not just for school. They are for life. Aren’t they children?

CHILDREN

Yes, Mr Colclough

HEADMASTER

This morning I want you all to write a little story called, “Why we should respect our elders and not go knocking on their doors and calling them silly names”. James Backhouse, Brian Grithiths and Sally Winder,  wait at the back of the hall while the rest of the school files out, and then come to my office.

Sound: Children Singing All thing Bright and Beautiful

HEADMASTER: Remains on Back Left Block, JAMES, BRIAN SALLY: enter Mid Cent

Lights: Back Left-DOWN, Middle Cent-UP

JAMES

We line up outside Mr Colclough’s door. Sally Winder, Brian Griffiths, and me, James Backhouse.

SALLY

The  Frogmore Crescent ...

BRIAN

... Ural Street...

JAMES

And Albion Grove Pals Brigade. I knock.

HEADMASTER

Enter!

Sound: Door creak

Lights: Mid Cent-DOWN, Front Cent-Up, Bach Left Block-UP

JAMES, SALLY, BRIAN: move to Front Cent, facing the audience

JAMES

Mr Colclough is at his desk.

––––––––
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SALLY

And sat next to him...

Lights: Back Floor Light Back Cent Block-UP

BRIAN

...is the old woman from 24 Albion Grove.

SALLY

It were James, sir. 'e made us do it. 

Lights: Back Cent-UP, Back Floor Light Back Cent-DOWN

HEADMASTER

I believe you are familiar with Miss Fletcher. But there is something you don’t know about Miss Fletcher.

SALLY

(Aside to James and Brian) 

She is a real witch! I knew it!

HEADMASTER

She taught here when I first came to be the Headmaster a long time ago. She asked me if I wouldn't mind letting her have a talk with you.
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