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E-reading devices and
software are all slightly different. Depending on what you’re
using, try double-clicking or tapping on illustrations to make them
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allow you to navigate inside the book and occasionally to visit
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March 28 is the 87th day of
the year (88th in leap years). There are 278 days remaining until
the end of the year.
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“Children are
the only form of immortality that we can be sure
of.”

Peter Ustinov, actor and
writer, died March 28, 2004

 


“Growing
old's like being increasingly penalized for a crime you haven't
committed.”

Anthony Powell, writer,
died March 28, 2000

 


“It is not
the answer that enlightens, but the question.”

Eugène
Ionesco, playwright, died March 28,
1994

 


“When I came back to my
native country, after all the stories about Hitler, I couldn’t ride
in the front of the bus. I had to go to the back door. I couldn’t
live where I wanted. I wasn’t invited to shake hands with Hitler,
but I wasn’t invited to the White House to shake hands with the
President, either.”

Jesse Owens, Olympic gold
medalist, received a posthumous Congressional Gold Medal, March 28,
1990

 


“Prejudice is a disease.
So is fashion. But I will not wear prejudice.”

Lady Gaga (Stefani
Germanotta), performance artist, born March 28, 1986

 


“If a symbol
should be discovered in a painting of mine, it was not my
intention. It is a result I did not seek. It is something that may
be found afterwards, and which can be interpreted according to
taste.”

Marc Chagall, painter,
died March 28, 1985

 


“I hate war as only a soldier who has lived it can, only as
one who has seen its brutality, its stupidity.”

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th
US President, died March 28, 1969

 


“The human frame being what it is, heart, body and brain all
mixed together, and not contained in separate compartments as they
will be no doubt in another million years, a good dinner is of
great importance to good talk. One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, if one has
not dined well.”

Virginia Woolf, writer,
died March 28, 1941

 


“History is much more the
product of chaos than of conspiracy.”

Zbigniew Brzezinski, US
National Security Advisor, born March 28, 1928

 


“One has to be able to
count, if only so that at fifty one doesn’t marry a girl of
twenty.”

Maxim Gorky, Russian
writer, born March 28, 1869 [O.S. March
16]
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 Event
of the Day

Barnum & Bailey Merge
Their Circuses
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Poster advertising the
merged Barnum & Bailey circuses

 


On March 28, 1881, the
Barnum & Bailey Circus, known as “The Greatest Show on Earth,”
was formed from the merger of P. T. Barnum’s Great Traveling
Museum, Menagerie, Caravan, and Hippodrome with the Cooper and
Bailey Circus, owned by James A. Bailey.

Phineas Taylor Barnum
(July 5, 1810 — April 7, 1891) described himself thus: “I am a
showman by profession...and all the gilding shall make nothing else
of me.” He operated a small newspaper in Connecticut before moving
to New York City in 1835, where he started “Barnum’s Grand
Scientific and Musical Theater,” which established its permanent
headquarters in the former Scudder’s American Museum at the corner
of Broadway and Ann Street in New York. Among its exhibits were a
flea circus, a loom run by a dog, Ned the Learned Seal, the Feejee
Mermaid, famous conjoined (Siamese) twins Chang and Eng, and
trained bears, alongside scientific instruments, modern appliances,
and a hat worn by Ulysses S. Grant. When people stayed too long,
Barnum famously posted a sign, “This Way to the Egress.” Not
realizing that “egress” meant “exit,” people followed the signs
only to find themselves outside.

At a time when the total
US population was only 32 million, over 38 million customers paid
the 25¢ admission to the museum. The five-story building burned to
the ground in 1865, and a second museum built by Barnum burned in
1868 under mysterious circumstances. Financially destroyed by the
loss, Barnum retired from the museum business.

It was not until Barnum
was 61 years old that he became a circus owner. Delavan, Wisconsin,
circus promoters Dan Castello and William Cameron Culp approached
Barnum to provide financial backing and lend his name to a new
circus they had created. Their main competition was the Cooper and
Bailey Circus, famous for owning the first baby elephant ever born
in the United States. Barnum tried to buy the elephant from Cooper
and Bailey, and when that failed, negotiated a merger between the
two circuses on March 28, 1881. The combined Barnum & Bailey
Circus, now billing itself as “The Greatest Show on Earth,”
successfully toured the United States and Europe.

P. T. Barnum died in 1891,
and James A. Bailey purchased Barnum’s share from his
widow.

At the time, circuses
traveled from town to town using animal-drawn caravans. Meanwhile,
a circus started by the Ringling brothers, a family of seven
brothers from Baraboo, Wisconsin, became successful enough that it
could begin traveling by train. As a result, they were able to
build the largest traveling entertainment company of the time and
thus became Barnum & Bailey’s chief competitor.

James A. Bailey died in
1906, and the Ringling Brothers bought Barnum & Bailey.
Originally, the two circuses operated separately, but eventually
the two surviving Ringlings decided to merge the two, forming The
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Greatest Show on Earth.
Over the years, they acquired five more circuses, all of which
eventually merged with the main company.
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